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Says Littharski 


By John Economos 


RE LITTBARSKI, after 
it having witnessed his A- 

League side Sydney F.C. beaten 
at home by Perth Glory last Sunday, 
their first loss in 19 matches, was very 
clear that a 20 man squad is an insuf- 
ficient number to successfully compete 
ina top class league. 

The Glory climbed into next 
Saturday's Final against the Mariners 
when they scored the sole goal of the 
match two minutes into injury-time. 

"A 24 to 25 squad would be ideal," 
stressed the triple-German World Cup 


“T'm not offering this as an excuse. But 
today we had to compete without five top 
players. This is not good. 

"Tt is not good for the supporters, and 
not good for any team. 

"We had five players either injured or 
absent on national team duties, (Rudan, 
Bingley, Petroyski, Zdrillic and Yorke), 

"Today, (Sunday), I was forced to play 
two of my players who were still carry- 
ing’ injuries (central defender Mark 
Rudan and goal-ace David Zarillic). This 
is not right or fair to the supporters. 

“As well, the playing surface, (Sydney 
Football Stadium), was not accepatable 
for good Soccer. 

"But all these factors I do not offer as 


an excuse for our first loss. 

"Once all five of our missing players 
come back into the team, it will make a 
big difference,” promised Littbarski. 

Tt was not hard to identify that the for- 
mer German World Cup star was disap- 
pointed with the relatively small crowd 
as well, (3,424). 

The semi-final of the pre-season 
‘Tournament on Sunday drew a crowd of 
just 3,424. The Final between the Central 
Coast Mariners and Perth Glory, is now 
expected to be scheduled for this 
Saturday at the Express Advocate 
Stadium in Gosford. 

PIERRE LITTBARSKI (right) 


former wizard winger to ABSW. 


Beauchamp gains 
dream call-up 


Central Coast Mariners defender 
Michael Beauchamp was given his orders in being 
selected in the 28-man Socceroos squad 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


entral Coast Mariners defender Michael 

Beauchamp couldn’t believe his luck after he 

received a phone call from Socceroo assistant coach 
Graham Arnold that he was to be included into Australia’s 
28-man squad currently in Holland on a 4-day camp. 

Only hours after celebrating the Mariners passage towards 
this week’s Pre-season cup final after beating the Melbourne 
Victory 3-1 last Friday, Beauchamp was signing a new tune on 
his way to the sleepy Dutch town of Hoenderloo on a Qantas 
741. 

‘The 24-year-old versatile central defender has been a pillar 
of strength so far for the Mariners, who also gained a huge rep- 
utation for being an up and coming star during his time at the 
Parramatta Power. 

New Socceroos coach Guus Hiddink’s decision 'to bring in 
Beauchamp was due to the fact that Victory striker Archie 
‘Thompson went against the camp due to the birth of his child. 

Thompson, who ironically was marked by Beauchamp in 
the loss to the Mariners at Olympic Park last week stated that 
‘be would not miss the birth of his child for the world. 

Beauchamp’s last involvement with the Australian set-up: 
was last year when he was selected as one of the squad mem- 
bers for the Athens 2004 Olympic Game qualifiers. 


Sydney F.C.'s Manager 


WARD BREAKS SYDNEY STREAK 


By 


his was the telling moment 

that sent Sydney’s 100% 

record spiraling last Sunday 
afternoon when 19-year-old Perth 
Glory substitute Nick Ward slotted 
home a 90th minute winner with 
his first touch of the ball. 

‘The flowing blonde locks of the 
‘Young Socceroos star celebrated by a 
jubilant Glory bench was seen as the 
last play of the match that gifted the 
Western Australian side a date with 
the blue collar side of the Central 
Coast Mariners this Saturday at 
Gosford. 

Tell be the battle of the UK. 
coaches. as Mariners’ Scotsman 
Lawrie McKinna and Glory’s 


Stavroulakis 


A-LEAGUE NEWS & VIEWS ‘Soc 


Glory youngster sets Pre-season final date with the Mariners 


Englishman Steve McMahon go head 
to head in what will be an intriguing 
fixture between two evenly matched 
sides. 

Sydney were left licking their 
wounds and were thrown back into 
reality after their 18-0 streak was 
snapped up by an unlikely hero in 
Ward. 

‘Thwarted by injuries and interna- 
tional duties to their key stars such as 
Dwight Yorke and Sasho Petrovski, 
Sydney faced an uphill battle from 
kick-off. 


(Turn to pages 10 & 11 on more 
on these matches plus a full preview 
of the final in Gosford on page 8) 


‘That'll do it'— Perth Glory’s Nick Ward silences the Sydney 
crowd after his 90th minute winner which broke the glamour 


side’s winning 18-0 winning streak 
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yantas Socceroo and Everton 

‘midfielder Tim Cahill has 
‘signéd a new and improved five- 
year deal with the club. 

Cahill rejected Eyerton’s 
initial improved offer several 
weeks ago, but he will now be at 
club until 2010. 

His signing comes as a huge 
boost to Everton and its manager 
David Moyes as this season’s 
English Premier League went off 
with a bang last weekend. 

‘Cahill proved a major success 
in his first season at Everton, 
prompting the club to improve 
his terms on his original contract 
signed after his transfer from 
Millwall. 

Moyes told the club website: 
“We are pleased because it 
became a little bit more messy 
than we expected it to be.” 

‘Cahill said of his signing: "All 
the talk that has been going on 
hasn't helped but we knew we 
would come to a resolution. 

"Tt was just a matter of sitting 
down with the gaffer and the 
club properly. 

“It is done now and I am 
happy and all I can say is it is 
another dream come true, anoth- 
er five years at the club I love 
and the one that gave me my 
chance.” 


kkk 


fee Milan have signed 
wustralian goalkeeper 
Zeljko Kalae as understudy to 
their Brazilian international 
Dida, 

Kalac was available on a free 
transfer after his Serie B club 

Perugia were refused a licence 
due to their financial troubles. 

The 32-year-old, who made 
his name in Australia with 
Sydney United before moving to 
Dutch club Roda JC Kerkrade, 
had been with Perugia for the 
last three seasons. 

Milan said Kalac, who is an 
Australian international, had 
signed a three-year deal with the 
club after passing a medical. 

Kalac is the second keeper to 
join Milan in the off-season fol- 
lowing the signing of Greek 
Dimitrios Hleftheropoulos from 
Messina, 

‘Under Italian rules preserving 
a city's right to compete in the 
professional game anew Perugia 
club has been formed and will 
play in Serie C1 in the new sea- 
son. 

There were laughable sugges- 
tions that the big man was to pen 
a deal with English Premier 
League side Fulham however the 
offer and stature of AC was the 
dream that finally came true for 
the former Sydney United keep- 
er, 


Kalac becomes the first 
Australian to have signed with 
the AC Milan club. 

‘This move has also speculated 
more that Spider, is pushing for 
a starting Socceroo jumper. 

Currently held by 
Middlesbrough's Mark 
Schwarzer, Kalac’s move to 
Giants AC could spark a change. 
under the sticks for Australia. 


tek 


ussic goalkeeper Clint 

vies has signed a one- 

year deal with Conference outfit 
Woking. 

The former Bradford and 

Birmingham man had a loan 

spell with the Cards in 2003 - 


aussiesabroad F7/ 


By Mark Stavrowakis 


making two appearances. 

After a successful trial spell at 
Kingfield, the 22-year-old has 
now agreed terms with the 
Conference club. 

Davies, who has also played 
for Tamworth, Nuneaton and 
Halifax, will compete with for- 
mer ‘Tottenham goalkeeper 
Shwan Jalal for a first-team 
place. 


ak 


‘igan Athletic boss Paul 

Jewell had to rescue 
Aussie midfielder Josip Skoko 
from UK immigration euthori- 
ties on last Wednesday. 

Skoko was held at Manchester 
Airport when he told immigra- 
tion he was in England to get a 
job. 

Jewell eventually talked the 
authorities into releasing Skoko 
after four hours. 

The player needed to leave the 
country the following day while 
his work permit was finalised, 

Jewell joked: "He got stuck at 
immigration and we had to get 
him out of jail before we could 
gethim in! 

"Seriously, there was a hold- 
up while we got things sorted but 
we got him to the training 
ground in the end." 


tok 


lyrpriot based Australian 

‘Perry Moustakas has start- 
ed off his pre-season campaign 
with Apollon in the finest fash- 
ion after catching the eye of the 
national U2Is coach. 

Currently in pre-season mode 
under the watchful eye of former 
Perth Glory coach Bernd Stange, 
Moustakas was approached by 
the U21s coach who asked him 
whether he was interested in 
playing for Cyprus in a friendly 
clash next week. 

The former Stanmore Hawks 
defender is currently thinking of 
the move but said to ABSW: 

“Its really good knowing that 
the national team coach is keep- 
ing an eye on me. 

“At this stage I have yet to 
make my decision, but] am hon- 
oured to have be given this call.” 

‘The 20-year-old has just fin- 
ished his services with the 
national army freeing him up to 
play football on a full-time basis. 


kkk 


olton Wanderers have 
forged a partnership with 
Australian sports school 
Westfields Sports High School. 
The Trotters Academy chief, 
Chris Sulley, spent a fortnight 
coaching at the school last sum- 
mer and spotted promising 
youngster Scott Jamieson. 
Jamieson signed a three-year 
deal over the summer with 
Bolton and has played with the 
senior team in friendlies this pre- 


season. 

Sulley said: "Our scout Geoff 
McDougle went for a look after 
we had been told about the 
school while I went to New 
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Zelko Spider, Kalac signed a 3-year deal with Italian 


giants AC Milan 


to Bolton for a month and it all 
grew from there. 

“Tve cemented the links since 
then and we've already brought 
over young Scott. He has the 
great asset of a good left foot and 
came here as a midfielder." 

He added: "Soccer is one of 
six sports they concentrate and 
the great benefit of most boys. 
there is that they hold British 
passports. 

Scott's father Alex was a 
Scottish youth player at Ipswich. 

"Obviously Westfields doesn't 
attract every top young soccer 
player in Australia but the school 
certainly does have a very good 
filtering process and we can take 
advantage of that. 


SUBSCRIBE NOW 


To Australian and British Soccer Weekly 
out every Tuesdays 
by mailing the coupon and your cheque for 
$195 (GST incl) 
overseas fee $255 (GST incl) made payable to 
Australian and British Soccer Weekly at 
1-9 Glebe Point Road, Glebe. NSW 2037. 


NATIONAL LEAGUE NEWS 


a 


Italian, UK, Spanish, Greek, German and World Results 


"The great strength of the school, 
which is funded by the New 
South Wales government, is that 
it provides its sporting facilities 
and educational curriculum on 
the same site." 


otk 


igan Athletic’s Australian 

Keeper John Filan was 
Jast week given the green light to 
once again enter the national 
team frame. 

Filan was meant to be 
amongst. the rest of the 
Socceroos who went into camp 
last Sunday. 

A late injury set-back though 
has scuffled his retumning plans. 


MATCH REPORTS, 


AND LINE-UPS, 


SOCCEROOS NEWS, 


TRANSFER NEWS, 
CLUB INFO, 


WORLD ROUND-UP 


SUBSCRIPTION FOR $195 


COMPLETE IN BLOCK LETTERING: 


INAME co stalaeals cine eon alate atta a es 
ADDRESS iiecisalenin ois ala bine meis 


SUBURB: ...... 


STATE: 


Filan has been in outstanding 
form for Wigan in the past cou- 
ple of seasons and it was only a 
matter of time until the former St 
George shot-stopper was given a 
call-up to the national team. 

Filan will still be in the frame 
and could be called upon as a 
third string keeper for the Roos. 


wk 


ilan have sent Aussie mid- 
der Carl Valeri to Serie 
Cl Grosseto. 

Valeri will play on-loan at 
Grosseto under coach Max 
Allergros, who had the young- 
ster on-loan last season at fellow 
Serie Cl outfit Spal. 

Valeri tried his luck with 
English side Derby County and 
Dutch side Heracles Almelo but 
failed to get that final contract. 


wikkk 


Bankstown City Lions 

defender Matthew Presello 

has been doing rather well with 

Dutch 2nd Division side BV 
Veendam. 

Currently on trials, Presello 
has impressed the coaching staff 
in the past week and has since 
played four friendly matches. 

At this stage, Presello is still 
pushing for a full-time contract, 
but more will be said in the next 
week on whether the club is keen 
on signing the versatile defend- 


‘Subscription will be mailed by post - expect delays to occur 


aBsw @) 
A-League’s numbers game 


ith the start of the available players in a system admitted that a re-think of the ‘Teggart, and David Tarka are Given that a problem *Story thanks to The World 
inaugural © A- that limits teamsto 20 players current system is in order. Ny all straggling with injuries. already exists, it will be inter- Game (SBS) 
League season fast. each. "We're considering increas- There has been one change, esting to see how the clubs ‘Turn to page 8 for the~ 
approaching, several clubs As criticism of this policy ing itto 22 players butit's got to Ss p= however, to the rules this past cope once injuries and suspen- editor’s comment on the 
are struggling to keep their reaches a crescendo, FFA Chief be affordable,” O'Neill told ay week. Players can now be sion start taking their toll dur- increase in the player 
squads topped up with fit and Executive John O'Neill has SBS TV's The World Game. ALEAGUE replaced if they're injured for a ing the season proper. roster 
"The clubs have to be able to minimum two weeks, instead 


pay their way. If they can do 
that then the 22 (players per 
club) is quite achievable.” 
Sydney FC, for example, 
went into their semi-final of the 
Pre-Season Cup against Perth 


Glory with star strikers Dwight 

PENRIT NEP UN D Yorke and Saso Petroyski both 

away on intemational duty and 

another striker, David Zadrilic, 

Requires Coaches for Season 2006 working his way back from 
for the following. injury. 

@ Grade 20 Mens Coach @ Premier Youth League (Boys) Moreover, defender Mark 

@ Grades U/13 to U/18 Milligan, and veteran midfield 

er Matt Bingley were also side- 

Womens Super League lined in a match that Sydney 

@ 1st Grade & U/20's @ Girls Youth League ended up losing 1-0, thereby 

@ Grades U/12,U/14 & U/16 Sapme al mak reese 
All applicants must meet Soccer NSW Coaching ana 


Accreditation guidelines 
For further information 
Men’s John Todd Mobile 0418-969540 
Boys Youth League Danny Abboud Mobile 0417-228595 
lomens/Girts Eris 0414-900512 
Resume of Coaching/Playing experience can be directed 
to: 


Yorke, Sydney FC's mar- 


Penrith Nepean United 
PO Box 4257 
Penrith Plaza 2751 
or email to jtodd@penrithsmalbiz.com.au 
<maitto;jtodd@penrithsmallbiz.com.au> 


Applications Close 29th August 2005 


FRASER PARK| 
FooTeBaL. CLus 


Season 2006 


Coaches.and Support 
Staff 


Fraser Park FC is well established Soccer NSW State League Club 
which has embarked on an exciting five (5) year plan to become the. 
leader in Football Development in NSW. With a very ambitious plan in 
place, we want to offer a pathway to all aspiring players from grass : 
roots through to the highest level in Australia and Overseas. 


With emphasis on PLAYER DEVELOPMENT we now seek the services 
of highly motivated people with the same philosophy to join us on our 
‘journey. 


iid on. fill t 


Coaching Staff 
* Youth League Coaches for NSW Super Youth League ages 13._ 
14,15, 16 and 18. 


9 RGcekeenig Coach all teams. 
ite coaches for various ages. 
+ Junior Academy coaches for academy catering for ages 7 to 10. 
+ Coaches with suitable qualifications only need apply. 
-We are oes sookdng ft ey ak and coming See who want to 
le fications witt stub tc 


+ Youth Leauge convener and managers. 

- Academy managers and support staff 

+ Support staff in all areas 
Many of the above positions come with an attractive remuneration 
package for the apropriate candidates. 


To register your application or interest please email letter and resume 
direct to Football Technical Director on wsa_au@hotmail.com. _ 
Enquiries please contact Vince Colagiuri on 0400 324432 for coaching 
Positions, or Manuel Leon on 0407 415410 for all other positions. 


‘quee-signing, made his feelings 
clear, saying 20-man squads are 
simply too small. 

"If three or four players get 
injured then you're down to the 
bottom of your team and you 
don't want to be doing that," 
‘Yorke told The World Game. 

"I's not my job to tell the 
FFA what to do but realistically 
20 players are not enough.” 

Perth Glory found itself in a 
similar position, with only fif- 


teen players fully fit for the cee RR ae (Under 13, 14, 15, 16 and 18) and Boys 
ie signing Brian _ Operations Matt Carroll said on arena a orate 
‘The World Game. 


Deane is yet to arrive in the 
‘country, Daniel Vasilevski only 
recently resumed training, 
while Jamie Hamwell, Neil 


Want Coaches + Players + Referees + Managers? 
Advertise in 


AEB Ss W7 


Call John Economos 


= (02) 9744 6984 


ABSW 
CAREER 
OPPORTUNITY 


In the next few weeks the’ 
Australian & British Soccer| 
Weekly will be advertising a! 
part-time position for Sub- 
Editor in one of Australia’s 
Jeading football magazines. 

Until it becomes more 
apparent, people who have} 
an extensive knowledge on 
the game, have tertiary qual- 
ifications and must have an 
input in both Quark Express’ 
and all Microsoft Office: 
programs to be able to gain: 
this new to be vacant spot. 

It’s a Sydney based paper 
thus the selected person will 
need to be from Sydney. 

The selected person will 
only need to appear in the: 
‘offices, two days maximum, 
thus being a part-time spot. 

‘Again we do stress: that 
you MUST be a keen sup- 
porter of the sport. 

An official advertisement 
‘will appear in the paper in 
the next few weeks but those 
Keen football buffs interest-. 
ed, could you please send 
your CV's early to 
absw@foreignlanguage.co’ 
m.au in alerting your keen| 
interest and mark it to the} 
attention of = Mark’ 
Stavroulakis - Sub Editor! 
Postion. 


Don't call us, we'll call 
you! 


-ABSW Crew _ 


ISECCER 


of four. 


which could ease the burden on 
the clubs' playing lists would 
see an alliance formed between 
the A-League and the various 
state competitions. 


is not allowed under FIFA 
niles, It remains a work in 
progress. 


have a Youth League but the 


state teams will still have 
access to good players.” 


Another short-term measure: 


Dual registration, however, 


Written applications are requested for coaching 
positions with the Manly United F.C. Boys. 
Premier Youth League 


"Alternatively, we could 


Girls Youth League Teams 
(Under 12, 14 and 16) for Season 2006. 


Trials commence on 9th October 2005 


"Dual registration means 


Minimum coaching quelification required is a 
Senior Licence. 


Whitten applications are to be submitted to: 
Gary McGinnis 
Head Coach 


MANLy UNITED F.C. YouTH LEAGUE 
Ph, 9882 6228 or contact 
gary@manlyunitedfc.com.au 


Applications close at Spm on 16th September 2005 


SENIOR COACHING 
APPOINTMENTS 


MACARTHUR 
DISTRICT 


Applicants are being sought for the following Senior 
Appointments for Macarthur District; 


Senior Youth League Coach (Boys) 
I Girls Youth League/Development Coach 
W Ist Grade Coach Womens Super League 


We welcome applicants from both within the current Macarthur ranks and external to 
Macarthur, These are leadership roles and the successful candidates will need to 
demonstraie: = appropriate formal qualifications 

m= leadership/team building abilities 


m= development focus 

= excellent communication skills 

= professional attitude 

sability to work with the Board and other coaches 
= practical success 


Py 

Macarthur is currently and will continue to be o major Youth 
growth centre. The current Board is very progressive in it's goals for 
Youth Development and achieving success for [ 


Interest applicants should send their details indicating the p 
COACH = Board of Directors 
Macarthur District Soccer Football A 
PO Box 951 CAMPELITOWN NSW 
Fax: (02) 4628 0517 
Email: mdsfa@bigpond.net.cv 


Queries can be directed to Rob Burns on 04 


Applications close Monday 23rd-August at 5.00pm 
Ascend ib soeaneds eae ly he SW Gil sti 
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COLAGIURI SET TO TRANSFORM 
FRASER PARK’S YOUTH DEVELOPMENT 


Park has just com- 
pleted the signing of Vince 
Colagiuri and the World 

Soccer Academy to implement a 
five-year plan to transform 
Fraser to the top youth develop- 
ment club in Sydney. 

‘The club has steadily built its 
‘Youth League squads and also been 
consistent at the Winter State 
league. It is now that the Football 
Committee has chosen a long-term 
commitment to developing the 
local talent right through to the 
senior level. 

Followers of the old NSL will 
remember Vince Colagiuri as a 
tricky winger for APIA. 
Leichhardt and Marconi where he 
won two NSL Championships in 
the late 1980s, 


Over the last ten years Colagiuri 
has headed successful “academies 
representing the Brazilian Football 
Academy of Rio de Janeiro and 
then, under his own banner, of the 
World Soccer Academy. 

Along the way Colagiuri’s pro- 
grams have received endorsement. 
from Brazil, the late Johnny Warren 
and recognition from FLRA. and 
Soccer Australia (currently FFA). 

Colagiuri will draw from playing 
and coaching experiences and 
Tesources from around the world, 
including A.C. Milan and Inter 
Milan, where he recently spent one 
month studying youth programs. 
Now he has decided it’s time to 
implement what he’s learned to 
benefit the local players in the fong- 
term through the club system. 

“Unfortunately in Australia the 
focus in on winning competitions at 


a young age and not on develop- 
ment,” he said. “Therefore when 
winning really counts at senior 
level we often fall short.” 

“The experts say small sided 
games up to 13 years of age are 
best, but we play 11 vs. 11 on a full 
field at under 9s!” 

Colagiuri, who lives and works. 
in the area, sees Fraser Park as the 
perfect place to put into practice 
what is being done overseas. 
Endowed with bowling greens, fut- 
sal courts, their own home ground 
and a licensed club all on the one 
site, Fraser Park is well equipped to 
offer players an excellent home and 
pathway. 

‘The club has three projects they 
will focus on. The first is the com- 
mencement of an academy for 
player development. Fraser Park 
will hold two open days in 


New Fraser Park youth developer Vince Colagiurl (left) 
shown with former Inter and Italian international Giuseppe 
Baresi, older brother of legend AC Milan star Franco. 


September where local players 
aged seven to ten can come and 
play futsal for free and parents can 


learn more about the club’s plans, 
‘The second aim is to provide the 
best possible program and coaching 


for Youth League and to attract 
quality local players. Colagiuri’s 
links with overseas and A-League 
clubs will help in maximising 
potential pathways for youth league 
players. 

Finally the long-term target is to 
blood as many youth players into 
the senior teams. 

“We are prepared to pay for 
quality youth development coaches 
and offer them a vehicle for their 
own development and satisfac- 
tion,” he said. “They will see their 
ongoing results as. players come 
through the system”. 

Youth League trials commence 
in October and more information 
can be obtained by calling: 
Operations Manager Manuel Leon 
0407-415 410 or Football Director 
‘Vince Colagiuri 0400-32 44 32. 


he Central Coast Mariners 

scored 2 significant off-field 

goal this week, with Executive 
Chairman Lyall Gorman announcing 
a duo of corporate partnerships that 
have given the fledgling club an enor- 
mous boost ahead of the Hyundai A- 
League kick off int two weeks. 

‘The Mariners have linked with tech- 
nology supplier Toshiba, 

“The commitment that Mr. Singleton 
has pledged to the Mariners is tremen- 
dous news for the Central Coast’s first 
national team,” said Mr. Gorman. 

“This adds further certainty and stabil- 
ity to the clubs vision of establishing a 
world-class sporting team with perma- 
nent residence on the Central Coast.” 

The deal is particularly relevant for 
‘Mr. Singleton, a long time advocator for 


By Mark 


Adelaide United on the 26th 


Mariners players De Dean Heffernan (left) and Nick Mrdja celebrate the 


top-flight sports entertainment on the 
Central Coast and traditional Rugby 
‘League supporter. 

“Mr. Singleton has been impressed 
with what the Mariners have offered the 
people of this region so far in our short 
history,” said Mr. Gorman. 


Injured Young Socceroos 


club’s major signing of Toshiba 


“He realises that the Mariners can 
offer the region that he has an affinity for 
what no other sport can and we're 
thrilled to have him on board.” 

(For more on the John Singleton story 


turn to page 21). 


provisional squad for the up 


of August. striker Mark Bridge made his and coming World Cap quali- 
A niggling calf strain long awaited comeback in fier clash against the 

njured Newcastle — turned for the worse after the — Newcastle’s one-nil friendly Solomon Islands. 
[i= Jets striker Ante club’s exit from the World match win against NBN State Had Ante been fit and 
Milicie is on a mission. Club Qualifiers at Gosford. League side Lake Macquarie. proper, a spot would have 


‘The ace marksman is cur- 
rently undergoing a heavy 
rehabilitation program in get- 
ting ready for the club’s open- 
ing round fixture against 


The tear got worse and 


deeply felt as the club strug~ 


against Adelaide. 


Its believed that coach 


been vacated for the former 


under doctors strict orders, Richard Money will use NAC Breda star but its since 
was told to sit out the entire Bridge as a striking partner been taken up by fellow A- 
pre-season tournament in alongside Milicic this year. League stars Archie 
readiness for the match “The stern English coach Thompson and  Saso 
against Adelaide. has stated that his top striker —Petrovski. 

Milicic’s absence was will take part in the match Milicic however, . has 


vowed that he is keen on get- 


veensland — Roar 
Coach Miron 
Bleiberg is confi- 
de it he will have 
almost his full contingent of 


players to choose from 
when the Hyundai A- 
League season kicks off for 
his team on August 28th at 
Suncorp Stadium. 

Injured players Josh 
McCloughan (Knee), Michael 
Baird (groin) and Matt 
McKay (knee) are on the road 
to recovery and with the 
exception of Baird, who is 
suspended for one match, all 
should be available for selec- 
tion for the opener against the 
New Zealand Knights. 

Regardless of fitness, 
Baird will sit out the first 
match following his sending- 
off against Sydney FC in the 
Club World Championship 
Qualifier in May. 

Long-term victim Jordan 
Simpson (hip) is also on the 
way back and providing there 
are no further setbacks should 
be ready for action towards 
round four or five. 

Coach Bleiberg is delight- 
ed that the injury crisis is 
finally starting to ease. 


gled to score in their three 
matches. 

Three goals by non-strik- 
ers in defender Craig Deans 
and midfielders Richard 


“Ante will be right for the 
first game against Adelaide, 
he’s already started running 
and he’s looking stronger 
every day.” 


ting his career back on track, 
and with that his intemational 
status, which he believes with 
good performances with the 
Jets, will see him re-appear in 


“Tt’s great news that 3 out 
of the 4 injury worries are 
progressing nicely and we 
will have virtually a full 
squad to pick from. 


pee a 


Queensland Roar’s fiery young midfielder Matthew 
McKay Is on the mend and should be available for 
the club's first A-League match against the New 
Zealand Knights 


ticularly in the second half, 
and I think a few people have 
started to take notice of us 


“With a bit more luck and 
better finishing we could 
have won the game. I am 
hoping that when we get our 
strongest side on the pitch we 
will continue to surprise a 
few people”,” Bleiberg said, 


Johnson and Matthew At 30, Ante has been the Socceroos set-up, “Jordan (Simpson) is pro- 
‘Thompson all but assured that classed as one of the main Th other Jets news, Money —_gressing yery well with his ae spirited performance 
the club was missing their players to watch out for in has been impressed with the  rehabilitationand wearehop- and a 0-0 draw against now.” 
marquee attacker. this years competition. recent performances of _ ing that he will be very close Sydney FC was not enough 
English striker Guy Bates His consistency in front of Uruguayan defender Mateo to full fitness in six or seven for the Roar to make it to the 
is still coming to grips of goalshasseenhimrise as one Corbo. weeks,” he said. exists. ie enim: 
playing in the Australian of this nation’s finest “Mateo has so far showed ‘The Roar coach also con- men, but Bleberg was heart 
game while Franco Parisi has goalscorers, that he’s comfortable on the firmed that he will not be ened by the display against 
so far failed to hit the back of Milicic’s injury couldn’t ball and with a couple more seeking any further pte-sea- the Hyundai A-League 
‘Newcastle United Jets the net in his recent appear- have come ata worse time. games under his belt, he will son games following his favourites. 
striker Ante Milicic ances for the Jets. Guus Hiddink selected his strengthen the defence.” side’s exit from the Hyundai “We played very well, par- 
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Kosmina in search for striker 


Curcija and Rech lead the race 


By Mark 
Stavroulakis 


delaide United 
A= John 
Kosmina has pin- 
pointed four possible strik- 
ers set to replace recently 
retired attacker Aurelio 
Vidmar for this years 
squad. 
Former National League 
player of the year Fernando 
Rech has been sighted as a 
possible target. 
Having played for both 
the Brisbane Strikers and 
Parramatta Power in the now 
defunct National League, 
Rech is keen on getting back 
to Australia in time for the 
start of the A-League season. 
The powerful 31-year-old 


striker was on the shopping 
list of both the Queensland 
Roar and Newcastle United 
Jets at the start of their pre- 
season campaigns but decid- 
ed against it and returned 
back to his native country of 
Brazil. 

Kosmina has been in 
promising discussions with 
Rech’s agent about his avail- 
ability, but nothing has been 
officially stated as of yet. 

Another player that has 
caught the attention of 
Adelaide is current Victorian 
Premier League top scorer 
Michael Curcija. 

The ex-South Melbourne 
star has been a revelation for 
VPL team Essendon Royals 
haying notched up 13 goals 
for the year. 


WESTERN RAIDERS FUTSAL 


10.00 a.m. 
Mint's $25 5-6-7 yrs old 


For additi 
0417 4: 


Dawn Marriott 
Kim Weincke 


CLUB INC. 


Fifa 5-a-side The Official Indoor Soccer Worldwide 


With the oldest and best known FUTSAL club In the west 


MinI's starting age: 5.y.0 
Junior Girls and boys Mixed competition (to 12 y.o) 
All Age Men and Ladles competitions 
All Age Mixed competitions and Youth 
Individual and Team Registrations 
Requirements for registration: PROOF OF AGE 
‘One (1) passport sized photograph 


Register at St. Clair Leisure Centre — 

Autumn Leaf Drive St, Cialr 

Saturday 13th, 20th and 27th August, 2005 
10.00 a.m. — 2 p.m. 13th August, 2005 

4 p.m. 20th and 27th August 


Senlors $65 (18 & over) 

Email: western ralders@hotmail.com 
Web: www.westernralders.com.au 
Centres: St Clair Lelsure Centre — St Clalr 
Don Bosco Youth Centre — Mamre Road, St Marys 


al information: 


0412 870 


Q 


Juniors: $45 8-17 yrs old 


912 Fax; 9862 9015 
4 phifax 9670 4289 


Sydney United Football Club 


COACHES 


REQUIRED 


—— 2006 Season —— 
All applications must be Australian 
Accredited Coaching Licence 


This Is a child related position all relevant 
working with children checks will apply. 


The Adelaide coach, plus 
a handful of United spies, 
were present during the 
Royals clash against the 
Bulleen Zebras checking out 
their possible new recruit. 

Argentina international 
Dario Husain is also a name 
that has peered as a possible 
replacement for retired mid- 
field star Aurelio Vidmar. 

Also, Trinidad & Tobago 
international Kevin Nelson 
begins trials on Wednesday 
at United as negotiations 
continue with Husain's man- 
agement. 

"We're in preliminary 
talks with Adelaide,” agent 
Cyrille Ndongo-Keller told 
the Sunday Mail. 

"Nothing has been decid- 
ed yet. 

"But we might have more 
of an answer towards the 
middle of the week." 

Adelaide will not be Iook- 
ing towards signing their 
new striker until the earlier 
stages of the A-League so 


Brazillan Fernando Rech (left) or Michael Curcija 
could fill the striker void at Adelaide United 


don’t expect the new face to 
be seen against the 
Newcastle United Jets on the 
26th of August. 

Kosmina did state that he 
does not intend to rush this 
signing as he wants to make 
the correct decision in find- 
ing that Gnal piece to con- 
clude the Adelaide jigsaw 


PROUDLY SPONSOR 


puzzle. 

Currently in the attacking 
department, Chinese interna- 
tional Shengqing Qu and for- 
mer Socceroo striker Carl 
Veart along with Under 20 
youngster Michael 
Matricianni are the known 
players in that position. 


Tigers Junior Soccer Club Inc 


Seeks talented & motivated Players, Coaches, Managers in all the following 
teams U6, U7, U8, U9, U10, Ui1, U12, U13, U14,-U15 & Ui6 
Over 35s and All Age Men’s Teams 
Girls U10, U12, U14, U16 & Women’s All Age Teams 


@ WANT TO JOIN A CLUB WITH VISION 
@ THE ONLY CLUB IN THE DISTRICT THAT OFFERS A 
DIRECT “PATHWAY” INTO THE NSW PREMIER YOUTH 


LEAGUE, THEN CALL THE CLUB'S INFOLINE 9560 5414 NOW! 
Please note that all Coaching Applications will be handled 


‘The club is also seeking expressions of interest for a 


discreetly 
position Women’s Convenor & Coaching Director 


for the 2006 Girls U10, U12, U14 & U16 Competitions 
As the club is seeking to enter teams in the 2006 NSW Women’s Premier League 
FOR ENQUIRIES PLEASE PHONE THE CLUB'S ADMINISTRATOR — Pia Scarselletta — 9560 5414 


A.P.I.A. LEICHHARDT TIGERS F.C. INC 
FIELDS TEAMS IN THE STATE’S MOST ELITE 


COMPETITIONS 


O THE NSW PREMIER LEAGUE — First & Reserve Grades 
O THE NSW PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE - U13, U14, U15, U16 & U18s 
Players who have the ability to play at First Grade level in the 
NSW Premier League can direct discreet enquiries to the club’s 
Head Coach — Les De Cells — 9716 1702, 
‘Coaching Applications for the 2006 NSW Premict Youth League Competition are now been considered discreetly via 


INFOLINE: 9560 5414 


A.P.1.A. LEICHHARDT TIGERS F.C. INC 


Under 20s Trials 
The above club Is currently seeking players for the 2005/2006 Under 20s 
A.P.1.A. Leichhardt — Pistolese Football Academy squad. 


The Academy squad will compete in this coming summer's elite 
Under 20s NSW Premier League competition. 


This team will also participate In the prestigious 58th Annual 
‘Viareggio Tournament In ttaly In February 2006, 


‘Trial dates are as follows: 


EVERY MONDAY NIGHT 
All trials will begin at 6:30pm at Lambert Park, Leichhardt 
Cnr Marlon & Foster Streets, Leichhardt 


Players must arrive by 5:45pm. 


For further information and enquiries call John Romoo, Technical Director of the 
APLA. Leichhardt Youth Football Academy on 0412-806-114 


ABSW (8) 


Belmore Hercules 
Soccer Club 


Invites applications for 


Director Of Coaching, 
Coaches & Managers 


U13s, U14s, U15s, U16s, U20s & ist Grade 
Expressions of interest in the above paid positions 
from suitably qualified 
Youth & State League coaches are invited. 


All applications will be handled discreetly 
All resumes to 
Chris Kostopoulos — President 
PO Box 124 
Belmore NSW 2192 
This Is a child related position and 
prohibited persons need not apply 


Applications close on 
Friday 27th August 2005 


Gladesville 


GLADESVILLE SPIRIT 
SOCCER CLUB 


Applications are being called for 
Coaches for our 
Premier Youth League teams for 


Please send Resume to — 
The Secretary 
Gladesville Spirit Soccer Club 
PO Box 223, Eastwood 2122 


or 
email to spirlt@ghfa.com.au 


Closing date for Applications 
Friday 19th August 2005 


Sydney Olympic F.C. 


are looking for 


QUALIFIED 


COACHES 


FOR SEASON 
ZOO & 
FOR AGE GROUP 
UNprER 13’s, 14's, 15’s, 16/5, 
18's & 20's 


Please contact ABBAS SAAD on: 
8565 5491 


between 10-4pm Mon-Fri 
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Ss 


FOOTBALL 
FERERATION 
VICTORIA, 


‘By Nick Dernis 


reen Gully made sure of a top-two finish 

the double chance when they defeated 

Oakleigh Cannons 3-1 at Green Gully 
Reserve on Sunday evening. 

‘Thanks to a Nick Tsaltas double, Green Gully took 
a 2-0 lead into the half-time break. They then had to 
battle both the Oakleigh eleven and a gale-force wind 
in the second half to hold on for victory. 

Green Gully went into the game close to full- 
strength, but Oakleigh were missing injured striker 
Peter Kakos and key midfielder Anthony Pelikan from 
the team that defeated South Melboume the previous 
week. 

The home team had first use of a strong wind that 
looked to be worth at least a one-goal advantage. Not 
surprisingly, Green Gully spent long periods of play 
campéd in the opposition,s half of the field, while 
Oakleigh’s strikers, Juan Nilo and Angelo Goutzioulis, 
made forlom figures up the other end, trying to 
scrounge a touch. 

Green Gully made their advantage count after just a 
quarter of an hour. 

Central defender Dragi Nastevski was the creator, 
taking the ball from almost his own penalty area deep 
into Oakleigh territory. 

His through ball found Tsaltas out wide who shot 
from the edge of the box. Oakleigh keeper Stuart 


Webster had sensed the danger and rushed to the edge 
of his area to block. However the ball re-bounded to 
Tsaltas who showed a cool head and lobbed both the 
keeper and the back-peddling defence to score a spec- 
tacular opening goal. 

Oakleigh almost got a quick reply. George 
Goutzioulis beat a defender and shot from inside the 
box, forcing Gully keeper Pasi Schwalger to push the 
ball away for a comer, 

But in the 30th minute Green Gully had gone 2-0 
ahead. Brandon Vassallo had a shot blocked, the ball 
fell again for Tsaltas and again he was on target to 
score his 7th goal of the season. 

Green Gully continued to press, knowing that a two- 
goal lead might not be enough when it came 
Oakleigh’s tum to use the wind. A few minutes before 
half time Joey Rajher launched a freekick into the box, 
and Gully captain Dean Fak struck a firm header that 
‘went just wide of goal. 

Oakleigh almost scored what would have been an 
invaluable goal against the wind just before half time. 

Sam Poutakidis won the ball on his wing, went past 
a defender and shot across the goal. Somehow Angelo 
Goutzioulis missed getting a touch from just a couple 
of metres out. 

‘The ball travelled on to Jim Drossos but his shot was 
cleared off the line. 

In the second half Oakleigh were soon attacking the 
Green Gully goal. Drossos on the break exchanged 


Victorian Premier League 
Cavaliers bomb Cannons 


passes with George Goutzioulis, then sent in a danger- 
ous cross that Schwalger had to push away for a cor- 
ner. 

Five minutes later Poutakidis had a shot from out 
wide. The wind took hold of it, completing deceiving 
‘Schwalger, and hit the top of the bar, 

The ball bounced back into play and an alert Fak 
scrambled the ball away before Nilo could pounce. 

Tn the 65th minute Oakleigh coach Stuart Munro 
made what tumed out to be an inspired substitution. 
Pint-sized winger George Abatzidis was brought on to 
the right wing, and Poutakidis switched to the left. 

Just a few minutes later, Abatzidis had equalised, 
scoring from a re-bound after Poutakidis had sent in a 
deadly cross from the left. It was the 18 year old’s first 
goal in the Premier ’ 

‘If anything the wind seemed to have picked up afew 
knots and Gully were now clinging desperately to their 
2-1 lead. 

Tn the 70th minute Nilo was put in the clear where 
he’s most dangerous, but an excellent Nastevski tackle 
snuffed out the danger. 

‘Then Angelo Goutzioulis had a long range effort, 
punched away by an airbome Schwalger. From the 
resulting corner Cannon’s captain Con Anthopoulos 
had an acrobatic swing at the ball, and again Schwalger 
did well to save. 

‘After surviving the flurry of Oakleigh goal attempts, 
Green Gully almost struck on the break in the 75th 


wees gave away the ball to Gully striker 
Brandon Vassallo who chipped the keeper only for his 
shot to hit the bar. 

‘Then in the 81st minute veteran Andrew Marth, who 
had come on as a substitute, used his strength and guile 
to win the ball in the midfield. 

He laid it off to Andy Vargas and suddenly Green 
Gully were in a two-on-two situation. 

Vargas fed the ball to the wide-running Vassallo 
who then centred it back into the box. Cannons keeper 
Webster came off his line to intercept, colliding with 
both Vargas and a Cannons defender as they all went 
for the ball, 

Vargas was the quickest to his feet and scored from 
close range. 

With just a minute of normal time remaining, 
Oakleigh were back in the game when Marth scored an 
own goal, trying to clear a Nick Tolios free kick but 
mis-hitting it into the back of his own net. 

‘Then deep in injury time, there was more drama 
when Schwalger fumbled an innocuous cross. 

With the ball loose in the box and Cannons and 
Gully bodies everywhere, the ball was half-cleared but 
only as far as George Goutzioulis. 

‘He swung at the ball but didn’t hit it cleanly. 

‘The ball went straight to Schwalger who this time 
gratefully clutched the ball to his chest, the referee 
blowing the full-time whistle just moments later. 


VPL LADDER 


PWDL FA Pts 
Green Gully Cavs 25.139 3 31 18 48 
HeidelbergUnited 3128 5 43 4 44 
Fawkner-Whittlesea 24:12 6 6 43 32 42 
South Melbourne wAn7 6 2 15S 0 
Preston Lions 25109 6 40 29 39 
Altona Magic 25109 6 40 33 39 
Oakleigh Cannons 107 8 45 3237 
Essendon Royals “wo 7 8 MW BWM 
Melboume Knights 25. 8 8 9 29 34 32 
Frankston Pines M76 NS 292 
Bullen Zebras 25S 10 10 2 27 25 
StAlbans Saints 56 5 427 423 
Sunshine Georgies 25.6 5 14 29 47 3 
Bentleigh Greens 254 4 17 18 53.16 


VPL RESULTS ROUND 25 


Green Gully Cavaliers .. 
Oakleigh Cannons ..... 


St Albans ...-...-..- 
Melbourne Knights . . . . 


Sunshine Georgies , . . 
Altona Magic 


Bentleigh Greens ay 
Heidelberg United .. Dae pale ae sere seas 


Preston Lions .-.. 2. -..- 2... 
Bullen Zebras.....-.-_. 


Essendon Royals v Frankston Pines and the 
Fawkner-Whittlesea v South Melbourne (were 
both played Monday night, result not known at 
time of publication) 


VPL TOP SCORERS 


St Albans 2 
Mdbourne Knights 1 


Ivica Antic was the toast of St 
Albans when his dramatic last- 
minute winner allowed St Albans to 
haul themselves out of the relega- 
tion zone with just one round 
remaining. 

St Albans had taken a first half 
lead through Ivan Filipovic’s spot 
kick. 

However the Melbourne Knights, 
despite having nothing to play for 
except pride, caused the home team 
a scare when they equalised early in 
the second half. 

‘St Albans had the better of play in 
the first half, although it was the 
Knights who went close to scoring 
the opening goal. 

Knights striker = Nathan 
Caldwell’s goal-bound shot was 
cleared off the line by St Albans 
defender Ivan Dragicevic. 

Then in the 35th minute, St 
Albans striker Tolgay Ozbey was 
bundled over in the box by Ivan 
Klarica. 

Ivan Filipovic converted the 
penalty, his fifth goal of the season, 
and all of them from the penalty 


spot. 

St Albans almost had a second 
just before the break when from 
close range Antic just put his shot 
wide. 

Less than ten minutes into the 
second half the Knights were level. 
In an untidy goalmouth scramble, 
Caldwell and midfielder Stefan 
Piorkowski had shots at goal. 

The defence was unable to clear, 
it fell again for Caldwell and this 
time he scrambled the ball over the 
line. 

‘The Knights squandered a chance 
to go ahead when Andrew Barisic 
shot straight at keeper Marijan 
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‘Vunderl who got his body in the 
way of goal. 

At the other end, Knights keeper 
‘Adrian Cagalj also pulled off a great 
save to deny Antic’s well-struck 
shot from a comer. 

As the clock ticked down, the 
more desperate St Albans pushed 
forward in search of a winner. 

‘Their cause was helped with just 
a minute remaining, when Klarica 
‘was stretched from the field.” 

‘The Knights, having already used 
their three substitutions, were down 
to ten men. 

Up stepped Antic to take advan- 
tage in the 94th minute, getting on 
the end of a free-kick to slam the 
ball home, before being swamped 
by his jubilant teammates. 


Sunshine George Cross 1 
Altona Magic 2 


Sunshine sunk further into the rel- 
egation mire with their fifth loss in 
seven games, losing 2-1 at home to 
Altona on Saturday afternoon. 

Altona showed their superior 
class in the first half to slip away to 
a 2-0 lead. 

However, Sunshine came back at 
them in the second half, and 
although they were able to breach 
the Altona defence once, couldn’t 
do enough to earn a draw. 

The first goal of the game came in 
the 15th minute. Veteran Altona 
striker Sash Becvinovski smacked 
home a free-kick from the edge of 
the box, the well-struck ball clearing 
the wall then beating Sunshine 
keeper Robert Brian with its pace. 

A minute later Becvinovski and 
Altona captain Doug Mladenovic 
were denied by some outstanding 
keeping from Brian, who pulled off 
three reflex saves in quick succes- 
sion in a mad goalmouth scramble. 


Altona midfielder + Marcus 
Stergiopoulos hit the post, then in 
the 30th minute, Altona defender 
Stiven Mrkela put his team 2-0 
ahead, cracking a shot home from 
35 metres. 

Both teams squandered chances 
in the opening fifteen minutes of the 
second half. 

Sunshine striker Marinos 
Gasparis missed a difficult volley 
attempt, while an ambitious over- 
head kick from midfielder Dusko 
Delic was cleared away by the 
Altona defence. 

At the other end Brian continued 
to keep his team in the game with a 
string of reflex saves. 

Then in the 70th minute Altona 
striker Koce Delev was on the end 
of a good cross from Igor Kolevski. 

Deley went for the simple tap-in, 
butan acrobatic Brian got down low 
to push the ball away. 

With fifteen minutes to go, 
Sunshine’s Delic seized on.a half- 
chance inside the box and slipped 
the ball past the keeper to give 
Sunshine a li 

The Georgies, ‘knowing defeat 
would most likely drop them into 
the relegation zone, tried desperate- 
ly to find an equaliser. 

But Altona were able hold out the 
home team for a deserved win that 
lifts them back into the top six. 


Bentléigh Greens 0 
Heidelberg United 2 


Heidelberg made certain they 
would be playing finals football in a 
couple of weeks, time, with a 2-0 


victory over the already-relegated 
Bentleigh on Sunday afternoon. 

‘The injury-depleted United had to 
withstand a spirited fightback from 
a gallant but unlucky Bentleigh. 
Heidelberg had a strong wind 
behind them in the first half and 
took advantage to go ahead 2-0. 

‘The Bergers, scorers were Veton 
Korcarevski in the 15th minute and 
Tony Ouliaris with a cracking long- 
Tange effort in the 25th minute. 

In the second half the Greens 
played some bright and enterprising 
football that belied their position at 
the foot of the table. 

However they were unable to 
break down the disciplined 
Heidelberg defence. 


Preston Lions 0 
Balleen Zebras 0 


Bulleen are still not safe from rel- 
egation yet despite grinding out a 
nil-all draw at Preston on Sunday 
aftermoon. 

In an overly defensive game with 
few chances, both teams struggled 
with the blustery conditions. 

Young Joeys international Daniel 
Miller had Preston’s best first half 
effort but missed from close range, 
while Bulleen’s Chris Emsovski 
came closest for the Zebras, putting 
his head just over the bar. 

The draw means Preston go into 
the final round against fellow finals 
hopefuls Oakleigh needed at least a 
draw to secure a place in the final 
six. Bulleen need a draw with 
Essendon to ensure their safety, 


ABSW (&} 
This page a Kindly Sponsored ty —- Queensland Roar F. C. 


133 Pine Road, Richlands. QLD 
Phone: (07) 3271 3636 @ Fax: (07) 3271 3804 


Championship deadlock 


By Glenn Davis Matt Hilton to head home for able back pairing of Bobby chances but were scoreless at with a 3-1 defeat of SS 
a L-nil lead. Bruce and Matt Smith. half time but it was all Mitchelton at Teralba Park. PREMIER LEAGUE 
he Brisbane premier Strikers coach Bobby Coach Karl Herdle was Rochedale in the second After 20 minutes the first Mitchelton 
Teague  champi- Hamilton made some tactical delighted with the result but _ half. goal came when South’s Ray (Own goal) 
onship deadlock was changes at halftime and they _also impressed with the con- Rochedale’s opening goal Mortensen scored after he 9 
no closer to resolution with seemed to initially work with tributions of his substitutes came after a Greg Thomas ran through the middle of the 
two games remaining with Greg Di Losa and Michael that helped maintained the shot that was parried down _ park beating the Mitchelton 
Palm Beach and Rochedale Butters looking far more _ pressure on the Strikers. by Taringa’s keeper Gerard defence. 
level at the top of the table dangerous up front. “We took the midfield and Kelly which enabled substi- The second goal for 
following last weekend’s That was until Palm that destroyed them," Herdle tute Nick Mass to drive hone South’ was scored by Nori | (Hilton, Ditton) 
fixtures. Beach’s Brad Ditton stamped said. from close range. ‘Uchimura after a Mitchelton 
Palm Beach won its cru- _ his class on the match with a "We always play like that, Both sides fought out the set piece broke down at the | Rochedale Rovers 
cial top of the table clash delightful free kick from the with the emphasis on attack rest of the match with some other end and Souths counter | (Maas, Thomas) 
against Brisbane Strikers 2- edge of the box-which went and putting teams under entertaining end to end foot- _ attacked. Taringa Rovers .. 
nil at Perry Park with a goal around the wall into the net, pressure from the start. ball but it was Rochedale Joel Kite made a break 
in each half from Matt Hilton giving Palm Beach some real Everyone was superb out who went further ahead with down the wing and played a 
and Brad Ditton while breathing space with 25 min- there tonight and Ditton and five minutes left on the ball backinto Uchimurawho | Pine Rivers 
Rochedale had a hard fought utes to go. Dodd ran the show.” clock. was on hand to finish to give | (Tatchell 2, Koch) 
2-nil home win over Taringa David Dodd had a chance Rochedale Rovers stayed A cracking free kick from South’s a 2-nil half time | Eastern Suburbs 2 
Rovers. to extend the visitors margin in the title chase toughing it Thomas flew into the top lead. Half-time 0-1 
Pine Rivers’ champi-  butknocked aheader wide of out against Taringa Rovers. _right comer giving his side Ben Evans ran wide and 
onship hopes remain alive the upright late inthe game. © The win kept them level the three points and putting crossed a ball into the goal | UnlofQld .. 0 
but the side is two points off Palm Beach keeper Kane with Palm Beach on the top Taringa almost certainly out mouth and the Mitchelton rapa = arene 
the leaders after a late winner Swift was then called upon of the table but second on of finals contention. defence could do nothing but | (Pitkin, Ansell, Farinazzo) ime 
gave them a 3-2 win over to show why he has kept goal difference. "It was a good effort all watch the ball roll into the Brisbane Wolves 0 
Easts. Andrew Purnell-Webb out of It all went to plan for round. Our bench also back of the net. Toowoomba Ralders .. i 2 
At Perry Park, Palm the side when he firstly Rochedale on a night where played a big part in the Souths final goal came (Hinchley, Young) Half-time 0-1 


Beach showed far more denied Di Losa and then they showed they are gen- match and our reserves are after the break when Ben 


endeavour and enthusiasm to Butters before Di Losa again _uine finals contenders right also doing well which shows Evans ran wide and crosseda | points: Palm Beach 43, Rochedale Rovers 43, Pine Rivers 
tun the Strikers ragged with narrowly missed. from the opening whistle as we- have good depth," ball into the goalmouth and 41, Strikers 40, Souths 38, Taringa 35, Brisbane Wolves 
their plan to target Jamie ‘The Strikers’ loss, com- they piled the pressure on the Cooper said. the Mitchelton defence could | 23, Mitchelton 22, Brisbane City 16, Uni of Qld 15, 
Lowndes and Michael Zullo, bined with other results, saw young Taringa side. Alan Waller’s Taringa side —_ do nothing but watch the ball Toowoomba 15, Easts 14 
who have both been absent the former national league "These games are crucial was gallant in defeat. toll into the back of the net 
over recent weeks. side drop to fourth on the — so the performances are irrel- "Tam quite happy with the for an own goal. ing the finals. up today for next season so 
‘The Strikers looked no table and they will need to evant," said Rochedale coach ~~ way we played. In the first Souths coach Peter Tokesi It’s a big game next week all in all I wasn’t too disap- 
real threatto Palm Beach and regroup in their last two  Keiran Cooper. 15 minutes, Rochedale pres- _ was delighted with the victo- against Palm Beach. If we pointed.” 
their forwards were starved matches against Taringa and "Taringa are a young sured us and we didn’tsettle ry, particularly the blank can win there then we just In the relegation battle, 
of any real chances. Mitchelton to secure a place quick side who like to to well,but we gotaway with sheet against. have to wait and rely on Brisbane City picked up a 
Palm Beach broke the in the finals. counter attack so we had to it,” Waller said. "cant remember the last other results - a loss could crucial three points with a 
deadlock in the 30th minute For Palm Beach, its mid- be patient and then look to "We are five points behind time we had a clean sheet,” see us miss out on the top comfortable 3-nil win over 
when Matt Smith had his field led by Ditton, was out- take control in the second with six points to get and we —_Tokesi said. four for the year," he said. University. 
shot cleared off the line by standing and well supported _ half.” have the Strikers and Palm “I think we have only have Mitchelton coach Greg ‘The win enabled Brisbane: 
Eli Gilfedder which fell for by Daniel Fung and the reli- Both sides had early Beach who both want to win two of them and there are a Brown said he was happy — City to leapfrog from second 
the premiership so its going couple of own goals in there with his side’s effort but last into ninth place but still 
to be tough. also, admits the team lacks some not out of relegation danger 


"We haven't given up "Mitchelton worked hard firepower up front. with University and Eastsl 


hope but we are looking to and played some good foot- "We played well but it's capable of overhauling them 
Text season now. We are ballattimes. Ifyou putafew the same sort of story for in the final two matches. 
looking at a top three finish older players in their side each week for us," Brown 
rzisSc; next season so] am looking they would be title con- said. 
Bill Turner Bill Turner cule | _ at players for next season. tenders. "We played well in patch- 
7 Round 6: The Hills ts Trophy "Rochedale played well "I don’t think we played eg but couldn’t do much in 
Round 6: Carroll College 1-4 St Johns Sports 1, Westfields Sports 2 Endeavour |]) and they are worthy of their well at all but I would rather the last third. That’s been our 
Dubbo 1-3. Sports 0, Cavendish Road, Brisbane 4 Position on the table. We play badly and win than play story for the whole year, 
Quarter Finals: The Hills Sports 1 Mullumbimby 0, Bathurst 1 Cootamundra |} competed with them but their well and lose at the moment "We are a young side and 
Cherrybrook Tech 0, John Paul College 0, Bulli 2 Narooma 1. experience won over in the because it’s the three points we need strikers in the team 
Brisbane 1 Kirwan Townsville 0. Quarter Final: Hunter Sports 2 Kuri jj} end," he said. we need,” he said. obviously. There are a lot of 
Kuri 0. Souths moved to within . Tokesi remains confident boys that have put their hand 
two points of the top four of his side’s chance of mak- 


lished this year however additional 


input is hoped for from the local 


time, a phone call is sufficient. 


First Division Sensations 


Corrimal Rangers and 


Shellharbour City tripped next- 


Juniors at Kanga Cup — 


soccer fratemity when the planned door Shellharbour Workers. Shellharbour’s U/16 had mixed Round 23 — Premier League — Port 
Full Support From Ciubs = symposium on Monday 29th At one stage, the title race One could not have asked fora results at the Canberra Kanga Cup Kembla v Wollongong Olympic 
August takes place at the looked to be done and over just more challenging contest between recently ~ they reached the semi- 4:1, Cringila Lions y Tamawanna 

During the recent well attended Fraternity Club. about with two sides — Fernhill an the two Shellharbour sides - City finals with wins over Bel North 1:1, Dapto v Balgownie Rangers 
quarterly IFA Clubs Meeting - all The IFA Board looks for the Shellharbour Workers — well had a most successful outing in 3:1, Bel West 3:1 (a strong Junior 2:0, Kemblawarra v Picton 
28 members were present withtwo member suggestions to improve ahead. winning also the lower grades. Club with 3000 members), Wodan Rangers 1:0, Albion Park White 
or more delegates plus affiliated the competitions with the intendto In round 22 two results in a Valley 3:1, Griffiths 1:0 and STFA Eagles y Coniston. Lions 3:0, 
organizations as well as honoured move forward in a positive way. _boilover saw the two front teams (Southem Table Lands Football  Dandaloo v Bulli 3:0 
life members. An excellent sample of progres- well beaten. Now the leads are cut Reminder Coaches Association) from Goulbum 6:1. 

A lengthy discussion dealt with sive thinking was a presentationon down to 3 points only, one more They lost to Football West a IFA Draw Round 24 W/E 20th 
Various details and which future the night by the West Illawarra Joss and third placed oreven fourth _ For all local football coaches— representative team fromWA.2:3, August 2005 — Premier League 
direction and progress is aimed for. club on handling the annual ID’s and fifth still can hope to reach Juniors or Seniors — please keep and had a 2:2 draw with Monaro Warilla Wanderers v Port Kembla, 

Full support for the Board of (players registration and identity second spot and be eligible for pro- mind the invitation to attend the Panthers (Cooma area) another Wollongong Olympic v Cringila 
Directors and administration of — photos), motion to Premier League. coaching seminar on Monday representative side but losing a Lions, Tarrawanna y Dapto, 
every day business was encourag- The IFA manager expressed his __It is developing into atight race 22nd Augustatthe Fratemity Club penalty shoot-out. Overall a fine Balgownie Rangers vy Picton 
ing and shown by all present. desire and willingness to be always keeping the fans on edge. with NSWIS coach Kelly Cross. performance by the local team, Rangers, Kemblawarra v Albion 

Plans were oullined in the IFA available to any clubs wishing to In two local neighbours-derby Please contact the IFA office for ready to try again next year, Park White Eagles, Coniston lions 
business statement first time pub- enquire items of concem at any Fernhill went down to close by _ attendance notice. v Bulli, South Coast United v 


Weekend Football Results 


Dandaloo. 
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18-1 Ward crushes Sydney's 
unbeaten dream 


The Sydiney FC boys thought they could do 


it 
Maintaining their 100% record of not los- 
ing a game before the start of the A-League 
was something coach Pierre Littbarski plus 
his side were looking at doing, however 
this all came to a crushing end thanks to a 
striker by the name of Nick Ward. 

The Perth Glory 19-year-old struck the 
telling blow in the 90th minute with his 
first touch of the ball that completely wiped 
out Sydney’s winning streak, 

Missing stars such as Petroyski and Yorke, 
‘one must think that the loss came at a good 
time for the side who now knows how it 
feels like to be on the receiving end of a 
Toss. 

Sydney FC are still the team to beat in 
2005! 


A-League clubs vote yes to | 


20-man roster 


With months of speculation on whether the 
FFA were ready to grant each 8 A-League 
sides the chance to boost their squad num- 
bers to either 22 or 24, came the news that 
a vote was held and the official result was 
that it won't be changing its 20-squad ral- 
ing. 

Tt was quite a shock decision by all clubs 
who for months were at loggerheads with 
the FFA asking that they increase the play- 
er roster as 20 was simply too small. 
Injuries, suspensions and international call- 
ups were the various reasons why clubs 
asked for more players however left the 
FFA with no choice after announcing that 
‘the majority’ of clubs voted for a 20-man 
side. 

“From the dressing sheds’ has given the 
clubs a little less than a month into kick-off 
when injuries and suspensions occur and it 
will be then, the clubs would have wished 
for a different vote in upping their roster. 
What could happen is that the FFA will 
allow clubs to recruit players on loan deals 
from respective state league competitions 
from across Australia, if the club was in 
dire straits looking for new recruits. 

‘The Newcastle United Jets could well be 
the first team to exercise this option after 
signing Tarek Elrich, younger brother of 
Socceroo Ahmad, on a 3-month loan deal 
in place of the injured Jobe Wheelhouse, 
which is believed to have changed to a 3- 
year appointment for the 18-year-old. 
What could happen after his 3 month deal 
is up is that Tarek will venture back to the 
NSW Premier League with Sydney 
Olympic, play his football there, and if he 
is asked to retum to the Jets for any reason, 
then he would once again don the Jets jer- 


sey. 
Why clubs had agreed to a 20-man squad is 
beyond me, let’s see the results 


Copycats 


Only a week after the A-League launched 
its very impressive T.V. commercial with 
its new hip and urban style appealing to the 
younger generation of Australia, came the 
news that our rivals, Rugby League, are in 
the process of making their own. 
Obviously the excitement and hype of a 
very well done A-League add has left 
League wanting to better Urat of the real 
game, that is, football! 


Richter’s hair raising 
moment 


What do football players do when their 
extremely bored on a rainy day? — colour 
the middle of their hair bright orange. 

That was the decision promising young 
midfielder Tonti Richter made a few weeks 
ago after being stuck in his house due to a 
heavy downpour on the Sunshine Coast. 
Richter sported the new cut at the A- 
League launch in Sydney and stated to 
ABSW that next time, he'll be going to a 
professional in getting it done the proper 
way. 


Slater’s close call 


Fox Sports commentator the ‘Bulldog’ 
Robbie Slater was very close in putting on 


As ‘From the dressing sheds’ stated last 
week, the referees and players of the A-League 
will be keeping a close eye on Perth Glory mid- 
fielder Steve McMahon junior. 

After picking up a number of cautions and 
even resulting in a red card some weeks back, 
McMahon was at it again in Glory’s amazing vic- 
tory over Sydney FC last Sunday. 

He sent tempers flaring after a rash challenge 
on Sydney’s Ufuk Talay which resulted in 
Sydney skipper Mark Rudan stepping up to the 
youngster. 

‘Rudes’ grabbed junior by the throat venting 
his disgust on the English kid’s tackle on Talay. 

To his credit, he didn’t back down but one 
must think that McMahon junior would have 
surely created a number of enemies coming into 
the start of the A-League year. 


runs wild 


ate Sheds 


Will 
Mariners 
claim 
Glory? 


Pre-season final preview 


‘What's this? 

No Sydney FC in the final, something must be wrong. 

No folks, this is the real deal. 

‘The Central Coast Mariners and Perth Glory have come up as 
this year’s Pre-season pacesetters and will meet each other in 
a cracker of a match at the Central Coast Stadium with only 
one thing on their minds — winning. 

‘Lawrie McKinna’s Coast squad scored a brilliant away victo- 
ry against a full-strength Melboume Victory squad. 

One must say that the current form of Tom Pondeljak was cer- 
tainly a highlight for the Mariners, as was the goalkeeping 
skills of John Crawley. 

McKinna’s men contained the Victory and their notorious 
high balls for the entire 90 minutes, showing the rest of 
Australia that they will be no easy beats this year. 

Tt will be Lawrie’s second final this year, after the side reached 
the finals of the World Club Championship qualifiers against 
Sydney not too long ago. 

“Two cups and two finals, we can’t ask for more than that 
from the boys," said McKinna. 

"Our game plan was to take the game to Melbourne, because 
teams that have come here throughout the tournament haven't 


hearts with a well-taken goal which posted a final 
match up against the Mariners this Saturday. 
Ward will be a marked man, you can be sure of 
that 
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done that and have been punished. 

"But we took the game to them and we're very happy to be 
coming home with a win.” 

Again, the industrious midfield pairing of Wayne O'Sullivan 
and Andre Gumprecht along with the fiery Dean Heffernan 
did their bit in helping the Coast out as did defenders Alex 
Wilkinson and Michael Beauchamp, who celebrated 
Socceroo call-up this week, 

Scottish striker Stewart Petrie could find himself back into the 
squad this week after missing out the Victory clash, a recuit 
T’'m sure McKinna would love as he is known for his goalscor- 
ing expertise. 

‘Tt was a different story all round for Perth who have become 
the first side ever to have knocked off this year’s glamour 
boys, Sydney FC. 

Although at their weakest, Perth took it to an understrength 
Sydney squad and it took Glory striker Nick Ward to score on 
his first touch in the 90th minute to gift the away side a pre- 
cious and unforgetable win. 

"Tt was a goal worthy of winning any game", said a delighted 
Glory coach, Steve McMahon. "It was pleasing the way it 
happened, as it didn’t allow them to come back into the 
game." 

After months of turmoil internally within the squad, a final 
placing has come at the right time for Perth who were rather 
unsettled and looked like half the champions they were two 
seasons ago. 

Simon Colosimo will need to lift his game after a below par 
performance in Sydney but will be a marked man. 

Ante Kovacevic, youngster Billy Celeski and firepower mid- 
fielder Steve McMahon junior will also be threats at Gosford. 
In the goalscoring department, one must think that the Glory 
gaffer will opt to start both Bobby Despotovski and Nick 
‘Ward as they hope to take it to the home side. 

ABSW predicts that the Coast will claim their first silverware 
of the season and this will put them in good stead for their first 
competitive match which ironically is away to the Glory on 
the 26th of August. 


Saturday 20th August - Central Coast Mariners vs Perth 
Glory af Central Coast Stadium - Kick-Off 530pm 


PURAC GAINS STEPANOVIC 
APPROVAL 


This Is a letter written by 
Yugoslavian great 
Dragoslav Stepanovic 
who has invited Dusan 
Purac as a guest In Spain 
for his training camps! 


peace a STRRANOME 


Sui 


the kit as a special guest once more, in last 
weekend’s match with glamour side 
Sydney FC. 

With little or no attacking options left for 
coach Pierre Littbarski who had the likes of 
Dwight Yorke, Sasho Petrovski and David 
‘Zdrilic all out for different reasons, Slater 
put his hand up as a possible inclusion into 
the squad. 

His special case was knocked on the head 
by the FFA who decided against the deci- 
sion of giving Slater a run. 

T guess its back to the local five-a-side 
match up for Robbie up at Dee Why! 


Has anyone seen BRIAN 
DEANE? 


ABSW wants to know whether any reader 
has seen Perth Glory’s English star import 
Brian Deane? 

With less then two weeks away for the start 
of the A-League season, the former Leeds 
United striker has yet to pull on a shirt at 
the Glory, let alone touch down apparent- 
ly? 

It's believed that Deane is fighting to gain 
a work permit; unfortunately, the Glory 
fans have voiced other opinions that he will 
not make the trek on their forums. 

Time will tell whether Perth’s 20th signing 
is really coming down-under 


Mrdja a marked man 


Nick Mrdja has certainly been in many 
highlight reels since his move from the 
Perth Glory this year. 

Having hit 3 hat-tricks, Mrdja has also 
gained the tag of being a player that oppos- 
ing players love to hate. 

Afier his rash tackle on Newcastle United 
Jets defender Andrew Durante, that left the 
unfortunate Sydneysider with a broken leg, 
came his tussle with Victory ceatre-back 
Mary Byres last week. 

During their match-up, Byres was fuming 
over Mrdja’s foul play that he whacked 
him with a flying elbow which sent Nick 
tumbling to the ground, earning Mark his 
Could it be that Kevin Muscat’s influence 
is rubbing off on the rest of the squad? 
Byres will now miss the opening round 
‘A-League clash against Sydney FC 


Bling Bling! 


‘What are people talking about when they 
mention the words, ‘Bling Bling”. 

For future reference in all media outlets, it’s 
‘yet another nickname given to Sydney FC. 
‘Not only are they the most hated side in the 
A-League at the moment, but they carry the 
‘most nicknames as well, 

‘The price you pay for having an all-star set- 
up. 


Nova’s A-League 
support 


Radio giants Nova are set to become the 
official broadcaster of all A-League maich- 
es. 

After gaining the rights to bring 
Sydneysiders up to date with Sydney FC 
having signed a deal with the club, Nova 
across Australia are only days away of ink- 
ing a deal that will see them becoming the 
‘A-League’s major radio station. 


Dwight’s love affair with 
Sydney females 


One thing that was quite obvious during the 
Tavish A-League launch party two weeks 
ago at Sydney’s Home Nightclub was the 
increased popularity of Sydney FC star 
Dwight Yorke and the ladies. 

Tn many scenes, rival A-League players 
David Tarka, Michael Ferrante, Ross 
Aloisi, John Hutchinson, Noah Hickey, 
Alex Brosque, Jonti Richter were left talk- 
ing amongst themselves in. the special 
media room while Yorke had females wait- 
ing on him left right and centre. 

A lovely gesture by Dwight was when he 
was announced as the final player to set 
foot on centre stage amongst several other 
A-League stars from different clubs was 
his sportsman ship in shaking all their 
hands. 

Dwight, your quite all right mate! 


Wiese 2 the A-League kick off only a week 
‘away, all eight coaches have had the tough 
task of guiding their squad through a physical 


John Kosmina - 
Adelaide United 


Former Socceroos 
striker John Kosmina has had quite 
a tough few months after being the 
first coach out of the stables to kick 
start their training program for the 
year. ; 

“Kossie’ has put his squad under 
the pump since last November 
where his squad has played a num- 
ber of friendly matches before exit- 
ing very early during the World 
Club Qualifiers. 

Again, three draws in the recent 


Ermie Merrick — 
Melbourne 
Victory 


Emie Merrick hasn’t done badly 
so far in his debut coaching sea- 
son’s in’ Australia’s domestic 


‘The former VIS man was coping 
a lot of scrutiny about the 
Scotsman not living up to his 
expectations after his appointment 
as head coach. 

Fast track to a week before kick- 


John Adshead 
— New Zealand 
Knights 


Not much can be said about the 
way in which Knights manager 
John Adshead has handled his 
squad so far this season, 

Poor results, injuries and a lack 
of replacements has seen 
‘Adshead’s job that much harder. 

A.candidate for being the first 
coach sacked, Adshead will have 


Miron Bleiberg 
— Queensland 
Roar 


‘The beautiful Sunshine Coast is 
somewhere many coaches would 
love to be at, at the moment. 

Roar coach Miron Bleiberg has 
enjoyed the sunshine since his 
appointment as the number one 
man but has been used to this dur- 
ing his old Queensland Lions days. 

Bleiberg has strung some sur- 
prises in his appointment process 
and will have to justify certain 


pre-season campaign which has seen them go 
through the cycle not once — but twice due to the 
World Club Qualifiers. 

Each coach has been assessed so far on their 
merits with their respective squads with mixed 


pre-season tournament has pushed 
Kosmina toa mediocre perfor- 
mance so far. 

His task of replacing one of 
South Australia’s favourite son’s in 
Auerlio Vidmar could not have 
come at worse time. 

No doubt his tough attitude and 
no nonsense tactics will be one to 
look out for this year, kids be 
wamed to cover your ears when 
close to the Adelaide dugout! 


Report Card rating: B- 
Assistant: Aurelio Vidmar 


off time and Merrick has risen in 
both profile and as a tactician in 
being a coach to watch out for in 
2005. 


Emie has gained the respect 
from all his players, both the youth 
and experienced stars have taken 
his coaching style with open arms. 

Result wise, Merrick has done 
his bit in bringing up the Victorians 
as one of Sydney FC’s main con- 
tenders for the title this year. 


Report Card rating: B+ 
Assistant: Aaron Healey 


the tough task of hopefully getting 
a Kiwi squad in the top half of the 
Austialian league. 

In previous seasons, former New 
Zealand coaches have failed with 
the now defunct Football Kingz —a 
bottom half finishing was always 
the case there. 

‘The appointment of a number of 
ex-English players from the UK, 
could be a blessing in disguise for 
Adshead 

Report Card rating: D 

Assistant: Tommy Mason 


selections he has made this season. 

His greatest result was the nil-all 
draw with glamour side Sydney FC 
during the pre-season tournament, 

Tf he could hold the favoured 
champs to a draw, we could yet see 
a dark-horse in Queensland enter 
the fold as a danger side. 

So far, results have been rather 
average for the Queenslanders but 
already the media have pinpointed 
the Roar as being a team that could 
creep up as a shock entry into the 
finals series of the A-League. 


Report Card rating: B 
Assistant: Rado Vidosic 


Adelaide United's 
John Kosmina 


Melbourne Victory’s 
Ernie Merrick 


New Zealand Knights’ 
John Adshead 


Queensland Roar coach 
Miron Blelberg 


feelings and reactions upon their first week of ABSW, this is all of course subject to change 


duty in the start of the A-League season. 


Below is a report card with a pre-season mark 


on their performances so far. 


Remember that this is only an opinion from 


jasmiegy ~Lawrie they were wrong. 
McKinna — McKinna’s boys ended up final- 
Central Coast ists to eventual-winners Sydney FC 
Mariners but it was during these games the 
club gained respect from the rest of 
Scotsman Lawrie McKinna the Australian footballing public. 
couldn't have asked for a better "The fact that the Mariners by far 


start to his Mariners career. 

The former Northern Spirit 
gaffer, who added a coach of the 
‘year award in the old NSL days has 
pumped up his charges for a mas- 
sive season. 

‘Many football fans had written 
off the Mariners during the 
Qualifiers earlier this year, my how 


haye established a connection in 
playing with a lot of pride and pas- 
sion has seen McKinna rise already 
as a contender for couch of the 
year. 


Report Card rating: B+ 
Assistant: Ian Ferguson 


Richard Money Assistant coach Jean Paul de 
— Newcastle Marigny has been a major assis- 
United Jets tance to Money who has updated 
him on the Australian league. 
With the club expecting results 
Englishman Richard Money was _after both a poor world club quali- 


one cf the Tast coaches to have set- 
tled into the A-League after being 
appointed just after the World Club 
Qualifiers, 

Yet another coach who has per- 
sonified a tough mentality towards 
his squad, Money will no doubt 
have his work cut out putting 


fiers and pre-season campaign, the 
question on everyone’s lips is, will 
Richard be able to steer the Money 
train at the Jets? 


Report Card rating: C 
Assistant: Jean Paul de 
Marigny 


together his starting squad. 
Steve Too tough, too fast, and just too 
McMahon demanding, the team and 
— Perth McMahon made up and since then, 
Glory the bar has been raised slightly 
with the former NSL champs. 
We have to really be careful on A club that has been rich in its 
what we see about Perth’s fiery winnings in previous NSL seasons, 


Englishman Steve McMahon. 
Someone who is never to shy to 
spray off a word or two to the 
media, McMahon has been under 
heavy pressure by his own team 
after news filtered through that his 
pie could simply not handle his 


The pint-sized German maestro 
that is Pierre Littbarski has been 
faultless since his appointment as 


McMahon has been brought to 
W.A.to continue the championship 
trend that has gripped the state for 
the past few seasons. 


Report Card rating: B- 
Assistant: Alan Vest 


as a three-time World Cup entrant 
with the German squad. 

Having the likes of Dwight 
Yorke, Saso Petrovski, David 
‘Zarilic and Clint Bolton to name a 
few, under his stable, Littbarski has 
done’ well in bonding the side as 
one. 


Sydney FC coach. Known as the Real Madrid of 
His winning streaks and guiding Australia, so far we have not seen 
his side to Tokyo at the end of the any bickering or fighting which 
year for the World Club means Pierre is doing his bit in 
Championships. disciplining the squad. 
His expert tactics have been put 
to good use in various matches, Report Card rating: A 


which have seen Sydney string out 
results due to his sheer experience 


Assistant: Ian Crook 


when the season officially kick’s off. 


Perth Glory’s 


Sydney FC coach 
Plerre Littbarskl 


Who will get the sack first? 


ust who will be the first A-League coach to part 


company with his squad. 


Whoever that may be, he will no doubt create a bit 


Shown in order, Liitbarski, McKinna, Merrick and 
Bleiberg look to be long odds in getting the chop. 
Again, this would obviously be subject to change as 


of history as being the first to be given the flick in this the game of football is a funny sport where anything is 


competition. 


Possible. 


1)Jchn Adshead (New Zealand Knights) 6) Emie Merrick (Melbourne Victory) 
2)John Kosmina (Adelaide United) 7) Lawrie McKinna (Central Coast Mariners) 
3) Richard Money (Newcastle Jeis) 8) Pierre Littbarski (Sydney FC) 

4) Steve McMahon (Perth Glory) - 

5) Miron Bleiberg (QLD Roar) 
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A-League P. 


= (= 4) 


-Season Tournament 


o> NA east 


19-year-old breaks Sydney’s unbeaten streak 


By Peter Damalas 


wonder strike by late substitute 
A= Ward in stoppage time 

concluded what had been a 
rather insipid performance from two 
sides expected to succeed in the A- 
re. 
While Perth Glory move into the final 
of the Pre-Season Cup against the Central 
Coast Mariners, the home side will need 
to leam from the defeat, the first loss in 


‘Sydney FC 
ciexy Perth Glory 


the franchise's brief history of eighteen 
matches. 

In truth, it was always going to be 
decided by a single goal with little sepa- 
rating the sides. 

With a whole plethora of centre for- 
wards missing for a variety of reasons- 
Sasho Petrovski and Dwight Yorke 
(international duty), David Zadrilic 
(recovering from injury and on the 
Sydney bench), Englishmen Stuart 
Young and Brian Deane (yet to join his 


; Sydney FC's Terry McFlynn (left) puts his best foot forward against a 


fleeting Billy Celeski during last Sunday's encounter. 


Ty ae t Skim Ses, 
bantis 


new side)- there was a considerable lack 
of bite, cutting edge- whatever you like to 
call it. " 

Pierre Littbarski eyed the chance to 
set-up another final clash with northern 
neighbours Central Coast, in what is 
shaping up as the likely duel for the inau- 
gural A-League title. 

But it was the away side that shaded 
the first half, particularly given the short 
passing game, 

Wide players Adrian Caceres and 
Hiroyuki Ishida offered support to sole 
striker Bobby Despotovski, as did Young 
Socceroo Billy Celeski with his occasion- 
al forays. 

‘There were too few clear-cut opportu- 
nities of note in the first 45 minutes, with 
the two sides cancelling each other out 
with the three central midfielders and two 
wingers apiece. 

The match as a whole was a scrappy 
affair where the final ball was chronical- 
ly inaccurate. 

A double substitution from Littbarski, 
introducing club co-captains Zdrilic and 
Mark Rudan into the fray up front as twin 
battering rams, helped to spur on both 
sides. 

‘The latter, in particular, displayed sur- 
prising aptitude for his unaccustomed 
advanced role. 

Rudan came close to scoring on 70 
minutes. 

Four minutes later, Caceres had the 
ball in the net for the Glory, only to be 
tuled offside. 

McMahon brought on Solomon Islands 
speedster Henry Falarodo who caused 
Sydney goalkeeper Clint Bolton momen- 
tary cause for concern, then removed his 
son (who was lucky to stay on the field 
after a dreadful tackle) in favour of the 
eventual hero Ward, an exciting and tal- 
ented striker. 

Sydney peppered the Perth goal fol- 
lowing Ward's long-range effort, but were 
left empty-handed. 

‘The urgency of the final twenty min- 
utes did not disguise the fact that the 


Sydney's Ufuk Talay (right) is taken for a rough ride by Perth Glory out- 
Jaw Steve McMahon Junior - this incident sparked a minor melee with 


future A-League still remains short of 
where it would like to be in terms of the 
quality, pace and excitement of the foot- 
ball on the pitch. 

But it is emerging. 

‘A disappointing attendance of 3,424 


people were on hand to witness the spec- -- | 


tacle but in all honesty, the. main objec- 
i-tournament is to drum up 
ive the players the competi- 
tive game time required for them to fine 
tune their fitness and teamwork for the 
real deal. 


Sydney skipper Mark Rudan 


en 


Perth Glory players celebrate Nick Ward's last minute winning which 
took them Into this Saturday's pre-season final 


é Central Coast Mariners 


By Alan Ciark 


entral Coast Mariners had a 
Oe behind win against 

Melbourne Victory at Olympic 
Park on a cold Friday evening to 
advance to the Final of the pre-season 
Cup. 

Ttreally captured the away side’s mem- 
orable week that had passed them after 
being told of their major sponsorship deal 
under advertising guru John Singleton and 
their link up with Toshiba. 

Although Victory took the lead after 
half-an-hour when Mark Byrnes headed in 
a Kristian Sarkies free-kick, Mariners lev- 
elled nine minutes later from a Damien 
Brown penalty. 

Tom Pondeljak netted twice in the sec- 
ond half as Mariners ran away with the 
game. 

To confirm Victory’s bad night, Bymes 
was dismissed for violent conduct with 
more than a quarter-hour to go, making it 
so much harder for the home team to scrap 
its way back into the contest. 

Marinet’s coach Lawrie McKinna was 
delighted to be in his second Final in as 
many attempts. “We've always thought 
‘we were a good team. We’ye backed our- 
selves, we've deserved to be in two 
Finals.” 

“Tt wasn’t easy. At the end, three-one 
is probably flattering, but we came down 
here to get into the Final and we did it.” 

Victory coach Emie Merrick was disap- 
pointed to lose, but still drew comfort in 
the chances his side had created, even 
though they were unconverted. 

“We'll bring the crowds back. It was 
end-to-end stuff, there were lots of 
goalscoring opportunities at both ends, but 
they took their chances far better than we 
did.” 

"We created eight or nine good quality 
chances, I didn’t think we were out- 
played,” he said. “We fought right to the 
end.” 

Archie Thompson was a surprise inclu- 
sion in the Victory team, having decided 


Who's Hot 
Yes can' go pst the seb peat 


not take part in the Socceroo training 
camp under new coach Guus Hiddink, as 
his wife was close to giving birth to their 
second child. 

“If my Wife goes into labour, I’m going 
to be there, no matter what. 

"This was an entertaining game, 
Mariners had decidéd to attack, and this 
led to a fast and open contest.” 

From the early moments, it looked as if 
Mariners would overwhelm Victory’s 
defensive right side. 

Dean Heffeman was linking produc- 
tively with Damien Brown, and as a pair, 
sent in a number of dangerous crosses 
after getting in behind Victory’s defences. 

Four good chances were created by this 
avenue before the first-half’s mid-point. 

But Victory opened the scoring against 
the run of play when Kristian Satkies took 
a free-kick after a foul on Thompson by 
‘Andre Gumprecht. 

‘The youngster lofted the ball to the 
penalty-spot where Bymes was first to 
teach it, heading powerfully past John 
Crawley. 

But before ten minutes had elapsed, 
Mariners drew level. 

Kevin Muscat made a rash lunging 
challenge in the penalty-area on Brown 
who was ready to meet a Pondeljak cross, 
and referee Mark Shield instantly pointed 


to the spot. Pondeljak converted without 
trouble. 

The early moments of the second half 
were Victory’s. 

Thompson had been found by a clever 
ball from Richard Kitzbichler which split 
the Mariner’s back-line, but was thwarted 
by a great Crawley save. 

Michael Beauchamp came to Mariners’ 
Tescue just two minutes later when he was 
able to block a sharp chance falling to 
Thompson after a fine pass from Daniel 
Allsopp. 

Buta quick break involving short one- 
touch passing from Pondeljak and Brown 
at the edge of the Victory penalty-area saw 
Pondeljak wriggle through and score from. 
point-blank range. 

It was enthralling and daredevil football 
as the ball was quickly moved end to end 
with opportunities swiftly created in front 
of both goals. 

Victory was by-passing the midfield in 
its attempts to get back into the game, and 
Mariners counter-attacked at every 
chance, 

Andy Vlahos and Thompson combined 
effectively just on the hour but 
‘Thompson’s shot went narrowly wide. 

Dean Heffernan was put through but 
Muscat was able to make a last-ditch tack- 
ke. 


The midfield battle of promising Victory youngster Kristian Sarkles (left) 
and Andre Gumprecht was one of the many highlighted duels during 
the match 


It was quite a gladiator style battle between Victory’s goalscorer 
turned red card villain Mark Byrnes (right) and the Mariners plucky 
striker Nick Mrdja, 


‘Then ‘Thompson failed to convert after 
running onto a long through-ball, round- 
ing both Beauchamp and Crawley, but hit 
his shot against the upright with the goal 
unguarded. 

‘Within an instant, Mariners had scored 
its third. 


Pondeljak got the third of a series of _ 


shots after Victory's defence was carved 
open and chasing shadows. Two earlier 
attempts had been blocked by Michael 
Theoklitos in fine reaction saves, but the 
Victory defence was unable to scramble 
the bail to safety. Pondeljak gave Victory 
no chance to get near the third attempt. 

Pondeljak gave Victory no chance to 
get near the third attempt, 


Game 


MELBOURNE VICTORY ........1 
(Byes 31) 


Victory’s chances to claw back a two- 
goal deficit were seriously damaged when 
Bymes tangled with Nick Mrdja. 

Shield showed Bymes a straight red 
card for his part in the incident which 
required Mrdja to depart the pitch for three 
minutes to stem a nose-bleed. 

Before departing, Mrdja was cautioned 
for his part in the fracas. 

Bymes will now miss Victory’s first 
match of the A-League season away to 
Sydney FC on the 28th of August. 

Vlahos confirmed it was not going to be 
Victory’s night when his well-struck last- 
minute volley following a Steve Pantelidis 
long-ball crashed against the post and 
away. 


Strats 
Yellow Cards; Mack Symes (22), Aicky 
Diaco 


Contact 
John Economos 


@ (02) 9744 6984 
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Who W will he the next A-League Young Guns? 


By Mark highly anticipated debut for their respec- Fast track the years to 2005 and the _ of the cream of the crop in rich Oz talent. One rule that was put in place by the 
tive club. Australian scene is currently embarking Below are the names that have been FFA this year was the fact that each 
eveloping players in the Names such as Marco Bresciano, on a new transitional phase with the sounded out by ABSW on just whocould A-League side required three players 
Densme Vince Grella, Brett Emerton, Ivan Ergic, A-League set to kick off on the 26th of be our next Australian stars. under the age of 20 — a comforting idea 
thing of a constant theme in past  Ljubo Milicevic, Brett Holman, Patrick August. All will grace the football pitches that could see more Australian young- 
aon Kisnorbo, Clayton Zane and Kasey  AU8 A-League clubs have across Australia and all will play a major — sters develop under the watchful guid- 
During the old National League days, Wherman all played pivotal roles in instilled their faith in not only picking role in getting the game fo where itrich- ance of our highly credited A-League 
a number of kids made the step-up and starting up their careers in the some of the world’s best players, let ly belongs, as the number 1 sport in the coaches, 
were given that chance in gaining that Australian game. alone leading Australian stars, but some land, 
r A\ selaide United to where it all began for him as a ne coach that has A tall strapping defender who is 
a surely found youngster in the local Premier no stranger also comfortable playing as a wing- 
its niche on the left z in promoting young- — back or centre half, ‘Wilko’ has also 
~~ hand side of defence Enfield City secured the services sters to senior level been a regular in Australia’s youth 
with 20-year-old up and coming of Adam and it was there Adelaide football has been that sides with both the UI7 and U20 
star Adam van Dommele. coach John Kosmina realised in his of Central Coast Mariners gaffer . 

‘The former U17 Joeys represen- ial. ‘Lawrie McKinna, A former Northern Spirit player, 
tative was snapped up by United A bomleft-footer, his mazy runs ‘The Scotsman’s involvement with Alex was brought to the Mariners by 
this year after spending the past for United have been a constant the Northem Spirit during the NSL coach McKinna. The right full-back 
few months in England with threat during the recent Pre-season days saw him use over 18 youngsters who will no doubt feature promi- 

Division 2 side Hartlepool United. cup where he played in every in his 2-year journey with the club, _nently in the Mariners starting eleven 

‘An unfortunate leg injury during match. ‘an amazing statistic who has herald- come late August. 
histhree-month spell in England all Other Adelaide youngsters to ed the famous slogan of “If your 
but ended van Dommele’s chances watch out for: Michael Matricciani good enough, your old enough”. Other Mariners youngsters. to 


Adelaide Untted’s 
Adam van Dommele 


Paper, the 

Melbourne 

Victory have been 

noted as having 

assembled the best young talented 
stars at its stables in Olympic Park. 

Etnie Merrick, a keen advocate in 
promoting youngsters, who also held 
the chief role of being the coach of 
the Victorian Institute of Sport, has 
brought together his tactics and 
ability in once again pushing future 
talented prospects to the limit. 

Fiery red-headed midfielder 
Kristian Sarkies will certainly be 
one of the Victory’s young stars to 
watch, 

Sarkies was clearly one of. the 


New Zealand Knights’ 
attacking midfield star 
Xiaobin Zhang 


Tz club everybody 
@ Smee 
ing at the moment, 
syomecy tamely Sydney FC, 
have been spoilt with 
Tiches in terms of youngsters. 

German coach Pierre’ Littbarski 
has by far one of the strongest outfits 
‘on both fronts with a number of 
experienced stars who’ have already 
combined well with all the promising 
youth footballers. 

By far one of the best youngsters 
in the A-League, defender Mark 
Milligan will be a name many people 
will remember as the kid to watch out 
for in 2005. 

Milligan started off brightly with 
Sydney FC having played all the 


of gaining an upgraded contract, 
thus forcing the former South 
Australian Institute in coming back 


recent Young Socceroos most con- 
sistent players during the youth tour- 
nament in Holland. 

Earmarked as the next potential 
star to move to Europe in the not too 
distant future, Kristian hes been 
regarded as a dead ball specialist, 
especially during his NSL days with 
South Melbourne. 

The 19-year-old has already 
stamped his authority in the 
Victory’s midfield and alongside 
Michael Ferrante, the duo will form 
a formidable partnership. 

Other Victory youngsters 10 watch 
out for: Adrian Leijer (defender), 
Chris Tadrosse (midfielder), Vince 
Lia (midfielder). 


‘any 


pundits 

elieve that 
the New Zealand 
Knights will once 
again end up at the 


foot of the ladder. 


Manager John Adshead believes 
otherwise. 

His well assembled squad fea- 
turing a number of English stars 
has also seen Adshead select the 
cream of New Zealand’s crop. 

‘Known as being one of the next 
big thing to come from China, 20- 
year-old attacking midfielder 
‘Xiaobin Zhang has already shown 
many that he will be one to look out 
for, 


World 
qualifiers. 

He quickly developed into one of 
the very few U20 stars who was able 
to tag down a starting position this 
season, 

Playing through the pain barrier 
during the Young Socceroos” time in 
the Netherlands, Milligan was forced 
to have a double hernia operation 
which will see the defender miss the 
first month and a half of the 
‘A-League year. 

With three years on his Sydney FC 
contract, rest assured Milligan will 
hhave what it takes to surpass the A~ 
Teague path to becoming one of this 
nation’s brightest young talents. 

Other Sydney FC youngsters to 


Club = Championship 


(striker), Robert Comthwaite 
(defender) and Tony Hatzis (mid- 
fielder). 


Melbourne Victory's 
Kelstian Sarkies 


His clever ball skills and great 
runs have been a huge hit across 
the Trans-Tasman and his ability to 
take players on will be one feature 
all of us pundits cannot wait to see, 

Having spent the past few sea- 
sons with English side Stockport 
County, Zhang is keen on getting 
his career in line with a memorable 
‘A-League year. 


Other Knights youngsters to 
watch out for: Jeremy Brockie 
(striker), Cole Tinkler (defender), 
‘Zenon Caravella (midfielder) 


Sydney FC's stand-out 
youngster Mark Milligan 


watch out for: Jacob Timpano 


(defender), Wade — Oostendorp 
(defender), Justin Pasfield (goalkeep- 
en). 
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fewcastle United 

Jets’ English 
coach Richard Money 
is still finding his feet 
in Australia after being inducted as 
the last coach to have been appoint- 
ed for this season’s A-League. 

Since his arrival, Money has seen 
his team come through leaps and 
bounds and with a squad full of 
experienced players, the youth sector 
isn’t one to laugh at. 

Fellow Englishman and striker 
Guy Bates is one that should be a 
name rolling at the tip of everyone's 
tongue at the end of the year. 

The former Newcastle United 
reserves star in England had the plea- 
sure of gaining expert tips from the 
likes of Patrick Kluivert and the 


Perth Glory’s tall 
henchman, David Tarka 


Cx rently 

Peon 

stripe in the mid- 

dle of his hair, its 

little wonder QLD Roar’s tricky 

pint-sized midfielder Jonti Richter 

has gained the status as a work- 
horse-for his new side. 

An ex-Northem Spirit player, 
Richter decided’to move back to 
Queensland with his family after 
the Roar sort out a keen interest in 
nabbing the former AIS graduate. 

His terrier like ability to keep the 
ball flowing and also hunting play- 
ers down has been his trademark so 
far in his Roar colours. 

Queensland coach Miron 


At21, Alex Wilkinson is without 
doubt one of Australia’s brightest 
products coming through the system. 


Gordie star striker himself, Alan 
Shearer. 

Bales has come lw Newcastle here 
in Australia for a chance to develop 
and mould his style into what could 
be a launch-pad on getting himself 
back into the English Premier 
League frame. 

At 19 years of age, Bates has 
shown his new team members an 
immense power with his right foot, 
something which could possibly 
form a deadly partnership up front 
with Ante Milicic. 


Other Jets youngsters. to watch 
‘out for: Mark Bridge (striker), Stuart 
Musialik (midfielder), Tarek Eltich 
(midfielder). 


* ne really 

"J OF timi- 

dating figure 

that will fea- 

ture in Perth’s 

massive back-line this year will be 
that of 22-year-old David Tarka, 

Standing at a huge 190 cm, the 
well-built Westem Australian will 
be one, coach Steve McMahon, 
will be counting on in keeping his 
defence in tact. 

Known to many as an elegant 
player whose reading of the game 
defeats his years, Tarka, another 
AIS product, has already been 
pinpointed as a Socceroos hopeful. 


Bleiberg has been impressed with 
Jonti so far and will surely be 
involved in the team’s starting line- 
up this year. 

*T really can’t wait for the start 
of the season, I'm looking forward 
to the challenge at Queensland . 

Look to see Richter scale the 
heights of the A-League this year, 
and a word of warming, don’t let his 
size fool you! 


Other Roar youngsters to watch 
out for: Ben Griffin (defender), 
Alex Brosque (striker), Matt 
McKay ae) 


watch out for: Nigel Boogaard 
(defender), Adam Kwasnik (striker) 
and Matthew Osman (midfielder). 


Newcastle Jet's English 
import Guy Bates 


Injuries have hampered his run 
so far but Tarka is expected to be 
back in full force with the Glory in 
rounds 2 or 3, 

Again, a player that spent the 
past season at England's 
Nottingham Forest, an overseas 
joumey will surely beckon once 
more for the man nicknamed, ‘the 
beast’. 


Other Glory youngsters to watch 
out for: Billy Celeski (midfielder), 
Nick Ward (striker), Stephen 
McMahon Jnr (midfielder) 


Queensland Roar’s tough 
midfielder Jonti Richter 


es to launch football in New South 

Wales to. a new level, Soccer NSW has 
officially released its format for a new 
look Premiership competition. 

Over the coming weeks, expressions of 
interest will be accepted from existing pre- 
ier league clubs, as well as other parties, to 
contest a restructured competition compris- 
ing up to 12 teams. Furthermore, serious 
consideration will be given to ensure the 
league is comprised of a balanced geograph- 
ic representation of teams across the state, 

Kicking off in January 2006 and conclud- 
ing in July, the board of Soccer NSW has 
authorised its football committee to put for- 
ward 64 recommendations, aimed at build- 
ing a competition only second in quality to 
the A-League. 

Among the football committee’s recom- 
mendations are requirements for successful 
clubs to meet new enhanced ground criteria 
in the areas of seating and lighting, among 
other areas. A two year security of tenure 
will be granted to clubs, subject to an annual 
review, while Soccer NSW has agreed to 
place a greater emphasis on marketing and 
sponsorship. 


| Fee which promis- 


Soccer NSW CEO 
Michael Quarmby 

Furthermore, under the new look league, 
Soccer NSW will provide clubs with greater 
assistance and guidance in the critical area of 
security — an area which has hindered the 
game locally, 

Both Soccer NSW President, Tom A. 
Doumanis and Soccer NSW CEO, Michael 
Quarmby are confident the change will be 
one for the better, both in the short and long 


Soccer NSW President 
Tom A. Doumanis 


term, 

“Soccer NSW will do whatever is neces- 
sary to make the new competition a success, 
and select only those applicants who gen- 
uinely share our ambition initiatives to raise 
the standard of the new competition, includ- 
ing compliance with admission 
criteria,” said Doumanis. 

Quarmby agrees. “This really is a terrific 
opportunity to advance football in New 
South Wales via a new, vibrant competition, 
which strives for commercial excellence and 
upholds the tradition, integrity and spirit of 
football,” Quarmby said. 

Interested parties are required to submit a 
written "Expression of Interest” form for the 
new competition to Soccer NSW by 
‘Wednesday, 24th August, 2005. In response 
to the expressions of interest received, an 
Application Form and Business Plan will be 
forwarded to them. 

‘This Application Form will then need to 
be sent to Soccer NSW no later than Spm, 
Friday, 30th September. 

The successful 12 candidates to contest 
the 2006 NSW Premier League season will 
be announced in mid-October. 


REPORT GENERATES 


POSITIVE FEEDBACK 

Reaction to the new Football Committee 
report has been largely positive, as clubs 
begia the process of working on their sub- 
missions for inclusion in the new-look 
Premier League. One such club is Rockdale 
City Suns, a top eight finalist last season, 
who were also one of the best supported, 


General Manager Mendo Cklamovski 
sees the new-look league as an opportunity 
to take the game in a new direction and 
attract new supporters to the code. 

“t's still early days for us as we digest all 
the recommendations, but our initial 
thoughts have been very positive in support 
ing what Soccer New South Wales are trying 
to do,” Cklamovski said. 

“Clubs will need to be more professional 
about the way they do business, but that can 
only be a good thing. From a personal point 
of view there are a few issues that do concer 
us, but they are things we can work through, 
As a highly ambitious club we believe we 
ccan offer the league something, and we'll be 
working hard to ensure we are included.” 

Sydney Olympic coach Michael Urukalo, 
always a fierce campaigner for an increase in 
professionalism in football clubs, believes 
the new 12-team format will undoubtedly 
strengthen the league through natural attri- 
tion. 

“Obviously with four less teams, there 
will be 80 or so less players and that means 
the competition for spots will be intense,” 
Unukalo said. “As a coach it will lift the stan- 
dard, not only of my team, but the entire 
competition and that is brilliant for the game, 
Players who aren’t good enough for the elite 
level can play in the lower leagues and 
develop there till they are ready, so it will 
help the clubs further down the line. My only 
criticism is that I’d like to see relegation 
bought in to ensure that the bottom clubs 
remain competitive right throughout the sea- 
son.” 

While the 12 team league will obviously 
create healthy competition for spots, players 
like veteran Steve Karavatakis are watching 
the process with interest, before making a 
decision on where to sign. Having scored 
over 150 goals in the state league, 
Karavatakis is still unsure about what the 
future will hold. 

“The move to a winter competition will 
help the players enormously in bringing back 
a genuine off season,” Karavatakis said. 

“At this stage we can go around almost 12 
months of the year and that cbviously takes 
its toll on the body, but when clubs are offer- 
ing you attractive salaries to play, what do 
you do? Twelve-teams could make it harder 
to get a.spot, but that’s not necessarily a bad 
thing. My main concem is making sure that 
the media and marketing strategies are there, 
to make sure that we are playing in front of 
crowds and not two men anda dog.” 


WINTER SUPER 
LEAGUE RUNDOWN 


The race for the coveted Semi-final’ spots 
remains keenly contested, with both Sydney 
University and Sutherland Sharks having a 
very real chance of overhauling Fraser Park 
for fifth spot. 

After beating Canterbury, the Sharks still 
believe they have a fighting chance of mak- 
ing the semis, 

"We have to hope the other results go our 
way, but we have.to keep winning too," said 
Sutherland coach Stewart Porter. 

Sydney University, who face Fraser Park 
this coming weekend and then the Sharks at 
Miranda, in the final round, also have every 
chance of sneaking into the five. 

"We are in with a chance and we can do 
it," said University coach Jimmy Campbell, 
who has seen his side put together some 
erratic performances this season. 

‘Much the same accusation can be levelled 
at Sutherland, who have blotted their copy- 
books a number of times when looking set to 
figure in the finals, only to falter badly when 
form has deserted them suddenly. 

These are the crucial games ahead over 
the remaining two weeks of the season for 
these two sides. 

Sydney University: 

y Fraser Park Dragons (at Sydney 
University) 

v Sutherland Sharks (at Seymour Shaw 
Park) 

‘Sutherland Sharks: 

-y Western Rage (at Garside Park) 

¥Sydney University (at Seymour Shaw 
Park) 

Fraser Park face Sydney University 
away and then host Dulwich Hill. 

Second and third spots, with the advan- 
tage of a second chance at qualification for 
the Preliminary Final, are also being keenly 
contested, with Dulwich Hill, and Hajduk, 
breathing down Canterbury's neck. 

‘The Berries, who lost their first match 
since coach Laki Konistis took charge, when 
beaten by Sutherland last Saturday, could hit 
the skids, especially as star defender, Damon 
Collina, will be- missing for at least one 
game, having being sent off at Seymour 
Shaw Park. 

Having lost any remote chance of taking 
the title from FC Bossy Liverpool, the 
Berries will want to hang onto second. 

Canterbury Marrickville has to play 
Macarthur Rams at Lambert Park and 
then the Northern Tigers at Parklands 


Oval. 

Dulwich Hill have what should be an 
easier game against the disappointing 
Hurstville City Minotaurs, at Arlington 
Oval, before their showdown with Fraser 
Park Dragons at Fraser Park in the final 
round. 

Hajduk's last games are against 
Stanmore Hawks at Pratten Park, and 
finally they meet FC Bossy Liverpool at 
Hajduk Stadium. 

Fraser Park can still sneak into third, with 
an ounce of luck, 

‘Further down the ladder, anxious glances 
are being cast among both Hurstville clubs 
and the Northern Tigers, with Wester Rage 
virtually out of trouble now after their pre- 
cious point at Fraser Park last weekend. 

Western Rage plays Sutherland Sharks 
at Garside Park and Macarthur Rams at 
Lynwood Park, one point from either 
game surely being enough to keep them 
safe. 

While the Northern Tigers play the top 
two teams, FC Bossy Liverpool and 
Canterbury, in their last two matches, 
they have the advantage of a catch-up 
game this Tuesday night (7pm tonight) at 
Lidcombe Oval against Fairfield Bulls. 

With probably one win enough to keep 
the Tigers safe, the luxury of the extra game 
may have come at the perfect time for the 
Northern side. 

Neither FC Bossy nor Canterbury have 
been unbeatable this season, so the Tigers 
will fancy their chances of surviving the 
drop as they approach their last matches. 

As for the two Hurstville teams, things do 
ook grim now, though not impossible. 

‘The Minotaurs face Dulwich Hill at 
Arlington Oval, before a final home game 
against Fairfield Bulls at the Rockdale 
Sports Centre. 

‘The other Hurstville team, ZSC, face 
Fairficld Bulls at Sydncy United Sports 
Centre, before tackling Stanmore Hawks 
at Hurstville Oval. 

‘There is still a great deal of interest 
attached to the Super League, in the final two 
‘weeks of what has been an intriguing season. 

Tt must also not be forgotten that the way 
the Fairfield Bulls are playing just now, the 
wooden spoon could well land in different 
hands. 

The Bulls are now within three wins of 
catching and passing either of the Hurstville 
teams. 


‘That task does not look beyond them at 
all, based on recent form. 


WRITERS: Greg Stock, Paul Goodwin 
PRODUCTION: Mary Quarily, Adrian Warren 


PHOTOGRAPHY: Carlos Furtado 
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ECBossy Liverpool have wrapped up 
the 2005 Winter Super League 
Premiership trophy with a 3-2 win over 
Macarhur Rams at Lynwood Park. 

Bossy had to do it the hard way after 
they had their 2-0 lead erased by the 
Rams, who piled on the pressure during 
the second half. Defender Damien Foxe 
scored a late winner to send the trophy up 
the Hume Highway. 


A moment of madness from 
Canterbury-Marrickyille midfielder 
Damon Collina has plunged his side into 
the grip of a top three battle after they were 
defeated 3-2 by the resurgent Sutherland 
Sharks. 

Late in the first half, Collina was sent 
off by referee Alex Glasgow for two yel- 
Tow cards after an altercation with the 
Sharks’ George Souris. The win breathed 
new life into the Sharks finals campaign. 


FAIRFIELD BULLS A 
DULWICH HILL ... a2 

An almost comical defensive display 
from finals contenders Dulwich Hill has 
seen them tumble out of the top three after 
the Fairfield Bulls recorded a 4-2 win. 


Without the services of Matt Percy and 
Eddie Giraldo, the inexperienced Dulwich 
Hill defence gifted Bulls midfielder Tony 
Basha three goals with elementary mis- 
takes, to leave their season sitting on a 
knife edge. 


FRASER PARK DRAGONS . 2 
wd 

Fraser Park coach Ian Gillan 
described the Dragons 2-2 draw with 
Wester Rage as his side’s ‘worst perfor- 
mance all season,’ 

Fraser Park never really looked likely 
and had to-rely on a late Liam Austin 
penalty to salvage a point after the hard 
working Rage side had taken a well 
deserved 2-1 lead. x 

The point narrowed the gap between the 
fifth placed Dragons and sixth placed 
Sydney University to just two competition 
points. 


NORTHERN TIGERS .. ved 
STANMORE HAWKS .. 2 

Northem Tigers coach Fred Mesiti was 
left to rue some missed opportunities as 
his side posted a 2-2 draw with Stanmore 
Hawks at Parklands Oval, 

With both sides trying to stay above the 
bottom three, it was an exciting contest 
with plenty of end-to-end action. 


no a AY: gi 
Dulwich Hills Jose Mendes (left) battles with Falrfleld’s Dominic Arcella 
(right) 


‘Ultimately it was a late goal to Hawks 
playet/coach Scott Baillie that ensured the 
spoils were shared. 


HURSTVILLE CITY ... wd 
SYDNEY UNIVERSITY . oe) 

Sydney University closed the gap on 
fifth spot to just two competition points, 
accounting for a lacklustre Hurstville City 
Minotaurs 2-1 at the Rockdale Sports 
Cenze, 

Never an inspiring contest, ‘the stu- 
dents’ did enough in the key exchanges to 
win comfortably, but the scoreline was 
keptclose due to some poor finishing, Uni 
coach Jimmy Campbell is quietly confi- 
dent his side can make a run for the play- 


0 

Hajduk Wanderers United seized their 
‘opportunity to jump into the top three, dis- 
posing of a plucky Hurstville ZSC 1-0 at 
Hajduk Stadium. 

A lone Tim Gledhill strike decided the 
issue, after the visitors had done a solid job 
in keeping Hajduk in check with a domi- 
nant defensive performance. 

Hurstville ZSC are now faced with the 
task of winning both their final matches to 
avoid finishing inside the bottom three. 


ROUND 24: RESULTS 


FIRST GRADE: Macarthur Rams 2 (A Borg 55°, A Wither 58°) FC Bossy 
Liverpool 3 (N Bosevski 5’, own goal 44°, D Foxe 84"), Sutherland Sharks 3 (M 
Smith 15°/65’, J Bakis 46") Canterbury Marrickville 2 (F Ghosson 19°, P Bourke 
84°), Hajduk Wanderers United 1 (T Gledhill 58") Hurstville ZSC 0, Northern 
Tigers 2 (B Jenke 7'/36’) Stanmore Hawks 2 (O Obeid 4’, $ Baillie 89"), Fraser 
Park Dragons 2 (T’Atsas 61’, L Austin 88" penalty) Western Rage 2 (L Berbis 9”, 
D Borg 82’), Hurstville City Minotaurs 1 (M Di Meglio 16°) Sydney University 2 
(D Nakajama 12’, P Gavaghan 53”), Fairfield Bulls 4 (F Borg 10°.T Basha 
47'718°187’) Dulwich Hill 2 (H James 397/89’). : 

GRADE 20: Macarthur Rams 2 FC Bossy Liverpool 2, Sutherland Sharks 
0 Canterbury Marrickville 0, Hajduk Wanderers United 6 Hurstville ZSC 1, 
Northern Tigers 1 Stanmore Hawks 2, Fraser Park Dragons 5 Western Rage 1, 
Harstville City Minotaurs 0 Sydney University 1, Farifield Bulls 3 Dulwich Hill 
3. 


LEADING GOALSCORERS 


Alex Asanovic (FCBL), 
Ivo de Jesus (DH), 

Fadi Ghosson (CMO), 

Tim Gledhill (HW), 

Ben Jenke (NT), 

Tony Basha (FB), 


WINTER SUPER LEAGUE 
FIRST GRADE « ROUND 24 


cae: 
a 


FC Bossy Liverpool 
Canterbury Marrickville 
Hajduk Wanderers United 
Dulwich Hill 

Fraser Park Dragons 
Sydney University 
Sutherland Sharks 
Stanmore Hawks 
Macarthur Rams 
Wester Rage 

Northern Tigers 
Hurstville City Minotaurs 
Hurstville ZSC. 

Fairfield Bulls 


WWAMDNANFANDADD 
RSVBBSLBLSRBARENS 
SRENVBVBVRVBERS 


WINTER SUPER LEAGUE 
GRADE 20 » ROUND 24 


Sydney University 
Dulwich Hill 

Macarthur Rams 
Canterbury Marrickville 
Fraser Park Dragons 
FC Bossy Liverpool 
Sutherland Sharks 
Stanmore Hawks 
Fairfield Bulls 

Hajduk Wanderers United 
Westem Rage 

Northem Tigers 
Hurstville City Minotaurs 
Hurstville ZSC 
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OUTFOXED 


BOSSY CLINCHES TITLE WITH LATE GOAL 


By Paul Goodwin 


F: Bossy Liverpool completed the 
title winning formality, in a sea- 
son they have dominated totally, 
when they came with a late surge to 
overcome Macarthur Rams 3-2 at 
Lynwood Park on Saturday night. 

Having led 2-0, the visitors got the 
wobbles and saw their lead wiped out by 
the Rams, needing some good fortune to 
eventually seal the win that took the title 

The win was very welcome after Bossy 
had got the jitters in the last few rounds of 
the season. 

In front of a large and vocal crowd 
Liverpool got off to a flying start, when 
Nick Bosevski put his side in front after 
just five minutes. 

Bosevski found space on the far post 
and beat Rams’ keeper Frank Mikuletic, 

Following the early goal, the game set- 
tled down into more of a battle. 

‘Mid-way through the half, Bossy could 
have gone further in front when they were 
awarded a penalty. 

Bosevski stepped up to take the spot 
kick, but Mikuletic was up to the task, div- 
ing low to his left. 

‘The Rams went close to equalising soon 


BAKIS SHINES AS SHARKS BURY BERRIE 


'y Greg Stock 


moment of madness from 
Canterbury-Marrickyille mid- 
fielder Damon Collina has 
plunged his club into the grip of a top 
three battle after a feisty clash with 
Sutherland Sharks on Saturday night. 
With the match level at 1-1, Collina 
was given an early shower by referee 
Alex Glasgow in the 35th minute, after 
an altercation with Sharks defender 
George Souris threatened to tum ugly. 
Already booked for a mistimed tackle on 


Jimmy Bakls, pictured here in his 


Sydney Olympic kit, was 
outstanding for Sutherland 


Nick Bosevski scored FC Bossy 
Liverpool's first goal against 
Macarthur Rams 
after, when Andrew Borg’s left footed 
strike from a difficult angle hit the cross 
bar following a well-worked short comer, 

Right on the stroke of half time Bossy 
were gifted a second goal when Rams’ 
midfielder Aiden Matthews miscued a 


Josh Heath, Collina lost his cool and 
picked up a second yellow card, to all 
Dut hand the result to the Sharks. 

“Regardless of the context of the 
match, the referee had no choice but to 
send him off,” said Sharks coach Stewart 
Porter. 

“Damon (Collina) has been around 
for a while and really he should have 
known better.” 

Battling to stay at the top of a four 
team battle for a coveted top three spot, 
the Berries loss has really turned up the 
heat on the former Premier League out- 
fit. The loss of three points at a crucial 
stage of the season, leaves them vulner- 
able with two rounds to play. 

Down to ten men, they lost their 
direction in Collina’s absence, allowing 
the hard running Sharks midfielders to 
dictate play on a pitch, which looked 
more like a beach than a football arena, 

Sutherland striker Jimmy Bakis, cast- 
ing aside weeks of indifferent form to 
lead from the front, scored a beautiful 
solo goal just after half-time, when he 
swiveled in traffic to beat Berries goal- 
keeper Ivan Necevski at the back post. 
Bakis also set up Matt Smith for his sec- 
ond on 65 minutes, when he found the 
midfielder lurking unmarked with a deft 
pass that split the Berries defence wide 


Macarthur Rams 
@) FC Bossy Liverpool 


clearance, sending the ball into his own 
net following a deep cross from the right- 
hand side. 

Macarthur’s stand-in coach, Richard 
Harrison, re-grouped his troops during the 
half-time interval and the resurgent Rams 
came out and dominated the opening 
exchanges of the second half. 

‘The Rams pulled a goal back in the 55th 
minute, when Borg got onto the end of a 
cross from Daniel Nash to give the Rams 
eal hope. 

Three minutes later the game was 
tumed on its head when the Rams were 
back on level terms, after Adam Wither 
delivered a stunning strike from 25 yards 
that flew into the left hand comer. 

‘The momentum was all with the Rams 
until the 62nd minute, when the complex- 
ion of the game changed following the dis- 
missal of both Bosevski and Rams’ 
defender Adel El Jamal. 


Shortly after this, Mikuletic was called 
into action, denying Robbie Gomez one- 
on-one. 

In the 84th minute, the Rams looked set 
to score the winning goal when striker 
Paul Wither broke clear on goal. 

Wither controlled the ball on his thigh, 
with five yards start on the pursuing 
defenders, but the ball then took a freakish 
‘bounce which defused the attack, 


eee ee ee neat 


In only a matter of seconds, it was the 
visitors who capitalised. 

A cross from the right hand side was 
headed away by the Rams, but could only 
find the unmarked Damien Foxe, on the 
far post and he calmly slotted the ball past 
Mikuletic to secure the three points and 
the Premiership. 


£3, Sutherland Sharks 


3 


& Canterbury-Marrickville 2 


open, presenting Smith with a clear one- 
‘on-one opportunity. 

‘The visitors set up an exciting last six 
minutes, when Paul Bourke dispossessed 


Canterbury’s Damon Collina, pic- 
tured here in his Sydney 
Olympic strip, was sent off 
against the Sharks 


Andrew Smith in his own penalty box 
and beat goalkeeper Kurt Van Arkells 
with a drive. For Canterbury, it was too 
Titde too late, their night all but over with 
the expulsion of Collina. 

“Without question it was the worst 
tefereeing decision we have seen all year 
to send Damon (Collina) off,” said 
Berries coach Laki Konistis. 

“Tt just shows the character of this 
team that we were able to play through it 
and mount some kind of late comeback.” 

Konistis left Seymour Shaw Park in 


no doubt that a shot from Josh Sama 
inside the last two minutes should have 
been awarded a goal. Sama’s drive 
slammed into the upright, but was saved 
by Van Arkells as the ball rebounded 
along the goal line. Referee Glasgow 
ruled the ball had not crossed the line. 

The three points were a real boost for 
the fortunes of the Sharks, who remain 
in the running for fifth position. 

“Our destiny is in our hands,” said 
Porter. “If we can win both our remain- 
‘ing games we are a rough chance.” 
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Hurstville City Minotaurs missed the presence of their injured skipper 
Sam Panagakis against Sydney University 


@ Hurstville City Minotaurs 


1 


@& Sydney University 


By Paul Goodwin 


ydney University kept their hopes of 
S= football alive with a hard 

fought, but deserved, 2-1 away win 
over Hurstville Minotaurs at a windy 
Rockdale Sports Centre. 

Coach Jimmy Campbell rang the changes, 
following the previous week's slip up, with a 
completely changed back four - Cart 
McMahon replaced Chad Taylor in goal, 
Tom Corte (in his first game back, since 
breaking his leg in round nine) ceme in as 
sweeper, for the absent Cormack Begley. 

Dan Felton retumed from injury (and cap- 
tained Uni for the day, with regular skipper 
Rob Smithies coming off the bench) and 
Daniel Ault started in defence, with the 
impressive Nathan Moulds pushed into mid- 
field, 

Peter Gavaghan started the game playing 
just behind strikers Luke McDougall and 
‘Mare Coughlan. 

“The students’ started the game ferocious- 
ly, with Moulds and Felton dominating the 
middle of the park. 

Uni's good start was rewarded with an 
early goal, which came in the 12th minute 
after a fierce close range drive from Moulds 
had been blocked, but not cleared. It fell 
nicely to Daisuke Nakajama, who lashed the 


loose ball home from about 10 yards. 

‘The Minotaurs were back on level terms, 
almost immediately, when on 16 minutes 
Michael di Meglio pounced on some indeci- 
sion in the Uni defence and cleverly chipped 
stranded keeper McMahon, 

Di Meglio took a lot of confidence from 
the goal and made several strong mins at the 
‘Uni defence in the next 15 minutes, as the 
‘Minotaurs applied considerable pressure. 

“The students’ defence held firm and Uni 
finished the first half marginally the stronger, 
happy to go in at 1-1, knowing they would 
have the benefit of a strong breeze in the sec- 
ond half. 

Uni also started the second period strong- 
ly and their dominance was soon rewarded. 
On 53 minutes, Peter Gavaghan ghosted 
‘onto a fine through ball from McDougall, 
skipped past the last defender and advancing 
keeper Daniel Holmes, and slotted a low, left 
footed shot into the bottom right comer. 

His effort was smashed into the home 
side's net by a defender, but referee Con 
Diomis ruled the ball had already crossed the 
line and credited the goal to Gavaghan. 

Shortly after Uni had regained the lead, 
Moulds went off and was replaced by Brad 
Wiblen, after a second nasty head clash. 

Uni continued to dominate the middle of 
the park and fashioned a couple of good 


chances 


After 67 minutes Coughlan gave way to 
Smithies, who was quickly into the fray, 
chasing down defenders and making a mem- 
orable solo run. 

Having slalomed past three Minotaurs 
defenders, he got a fine left foot shot away, 
which produced a great save from Holmes. 

The Minotaurs refused to lie down and 
there were some nervy moments for Uni in 
the final minutes, none more so than when a 
bobbling shot slid just outside the frame of 
the ‘students’ goal, with only a few minutes 
left. 

University, managed to snuff out any 
other chances and held on for the win which 
their performance merited. 

“think we deserved to win, though it was 
always a bit of a struggle, It was a real team 
performance,” said Campbell, 

“We still have a chance to make the semis 
with Fraser Park and Sutherland coming up 
in our last two games.” 

Next Sunday's game against local rivals 
and old enemies Fraser Park at picturesque 
University no.1 Oval promises to be a real 
‘humdinger, with both teams desperate for a 
victory to secure a place in the top five, 
going into the last game. 


JENKE DOUBLE MOVES 
TIGERS CLOSER TO SAFETY 


By Paul Goodwin 


en Jenke scored twice, as the 

Northern Tigers climbed a little 

‘further away from the drop zone 
with a 2-2 draw against in-form 
Stanmore Hawks at Parklands Oval. 

With Northem Tigers playing to stay 
away from relegation it was, in many 
ways, a Grand Final game for Fred 
Mesiti’s young charges against a 
Stanmore outfit which had won their three 
previous games, and stretched their 
unbeaten run to seven matches with this 
draw. 

With Anthony Mittiga suspended 
stand-in captain, Marcus Frost, won the 
toss and had Stanmore’s keeper looking 
into the sun in the first half. sr 

‘The small crowd didn’t have long“to 
wait for the first goal, scored by Omar 
Obeid, in the fourth minute, after a break 
from the midfield which found the Tigers” 
defence wanting. 

The scoreboard attendant barely had 
time to sit down again before the Tigers 
responded in the seventh minute with the 
equaliser. Jason Mesiti won the ball in the 
middle of the park and passed to Ben 


Jenke, who gave Steve Tolios no chance 
to make the save. 

The Tigers hit the front in the 36th 
minute, after Michael McCrory had won 
the bali on the left side and crossed to 
Jenke, who only had to side-foot the ball 


Stanmore’s Omar Obeid scored 
the Hawks first goal against 
Northern Tigers 
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Stanmore Hawks 


into the back off the net. 

Just on half time, Sam Awad was left 
unmarked in the penalty area, but it was 
the in-form Tigers’ keeper, Dean 
McCreath, who denied the Hawks the 
equaliser by pushing the ball around the 
post. 


Fred Mesiti stressed to his players that 
the Hawks would come at them from the 
start of the second period and with Scott 
Baillis pushing forward, looking for the 
equaliser, the visitors were unlucky not to 
score it early in that half. 

‘The Tigers changed; their formation 
and had Jenke as a lone striker, with 
McCrory moving back to strengthen the 
midfield. 

Stanmore pushed players forward but 
the Tigers’ defence of Danny Hurwitz, 
Frost and Matt Hunter were able to 
counter the long balls from Luke 


Casserly, especially. 

Th the 66th minute Paul Davies made a 
good break down the right side and the 
Tigers could have made it 3-1, but 
Casserly got a foot to the ball and deflect- 
ed it away from Jenke 

Player-coach Baillie finally got the 
equaliser, with a strong header from the 


NORTHERN 
{8 Jenke 7:35')) 


STANMORE HAWKS . 
(O Obeid 4, S Bailie 9) 
‘@Parklands Oval, Mt Colah, 


NORTHERN TIGERS: Dean McCreath - 
Dave Provan (Nathan Hopley 42), Danny 
Horwaz, Tom Spencer, Matt Hunter. (Tom 
Goekie 68) — Marcus Frost (C), Paul Davies, 
Scott Ryan, Jason Mesil — Michael 
McCrory, Ber Jenke 

Subs not used: van Aul and Tim Giiett 
Coach: Fred Mest 


back post that McCreath was unable to 
save. Within seconds Baillie could have 
been the hero, but his shot went wide of 
the post, 

“Tt was a tough game but we should 
have won this one. It was a real team per- 
formance,” Fred Mesiti said. 


STANMORE HAWKS: Steve Tolios - Michael 


68) 

‘Subs. not wsed> Jason Saba and Arthur 
Skoukes 

Piayer/Coach: Scott Baillie 


Referee: Grog Leverton 
Assistant Referees: Bryan Seymour and 
Adrian Tamplin 

Yellow Card: Skoulos (SH) 


SHIPPERS WINER SOOTHES HAIDUK 


‘By Paul Goodwin 


‘ajduk captain Tim Gledhill 
helped lift his team*into third 


place and capped a great person- 
al display with the decisive goal in their 
1-0 win over battling Hurstville ZSC at 
Hajduk Stadium. 

The absence of their veteran defender, 
Mark Abi-Arrage, and’ the need to replace 
two other senior players, ensured that there 
‘were some anxious moments before Hajduk 
Wanderers finally clinched their victory. 

Wanderers were not at their best, but 
their opponents left it far too late to get 
going, according to coach, John Gagro, ina 
game they could have won with any luck, or 


at least a more positive aa early on, 

Hajduk forced a number of early comers, 
but it was Hurstville who had the first real 
chance of the game, in the 20th minute. 

Impressive youngster, Kresemir Tarkes, 
burst through the heart of the Wanderers’ 
defence and had ‘keeper Daniel Schwarzer 
at full stretch as the low, powerful shot, 
from 15 yards out, whistled dangerously 
close to the right post, finding only the side 
netting. 

Hurstville were full of creative ideas and 
willing to ty things, but the home defence 
stood firm. 

Already missing the injured Abi-Arrage, 
half an hour into the game Hajduk coach 
Trevor Morgan had to bring on Stephen 

Scotti, for Stephen 
Chipps, who had taken 
a heavy knock the pre- 
vious week and was 
feeling the pinch, 
Early in the second 
period, midfield play- 
maker, Trent Worrall, 
who had been unwell 
also had to come off, 
and Hajduk were then 
operating with well 
below their best on- 
field combination. 
Hurstville, for their 
part, were missing two 
Se) important players, 
J striker Eddie Adam 
and Denis Alilovic. 
Hajduk had one or 
two first half chances 
but looked far from 
convincing, as Tom 
Bazdaric twice ran 


Hajduk Wanderers’ Brendan Salameh (right) tries onto passes, only to 


to get away from a persistent Hurstville ZSC 


opponent 


Knock the ball over the 
bar. 


~ GE Hajduk Wanderers U 


| & Hurstville ZSc 


A push on Bazdaric wide on the right 
and not far past the half way line, in the 
58th minute, was to prove crucial. 

The free kick awarded to the Wanderers 
was taken well by Paul Crisp and lofted to 
the far post, where Bazdaric flicked the ball 
on with a header. 

Gledhill received the ball wide on the 
left 20 yards out, and had time to steady 
himself, before beating the keeper at the 
near post with a slashing drive, a weloome 
winner for the long-time Hajduk player. 

After conceding this goal Hurstville 
began to dominate the game; but they had 
no luck in front of goal. 

Anthony Jusic made a great run in the 
‘67th minute, only to fire his shot straight at 
the keeper, while Jason Vella’s low shot in 
the 59th was also well taken by Schwarzer. 

Meanwhile, Gledhill, who had a great 
game from a deep-lying position, forced 
Ante Pervan to tip a fine volley over the bar 
in the 67th minute, and Crisp’s 77th minute 
effort just shaved the crossbar, as Hajduk 
attempted to seal a 
game, which was a 
crucial one for both 
sides. 

A win could have 
kept alive 
Hurstville’s chances 
of avoiding relega- 
tion, but for Hajduk 
the win was enough 
to guarantee them a 
spot in the semi- 


1 
0 


United 


finals this season. 

“We have a great bunch of players here,” 
said Morgan after the game. “They have 
had to contend with a lot this season, 
including a coaching change, and with the 
players out today, they did all T could have 
asked of them when under pressure in the 
second hal.” 

Gagro said it was not bad Tuck that lost 
ZSC the game. 


HAJDUK WANDERERS UTD 
(7 Gledhil 58) 


HAJOUK WANDERERS: Danie! Schwarzer 
= Phil Hartshom, Mark lorfino, Stephen 
Chipps’ (Stephen Scotti 90), Paul Crisp, 
Michael McGovern, - Brendan. Salarneh, 
‘Trent Worrall (Jetiray Issa 55), Tim Glectull 
(C) = Tom Bazdaric, Elsid Barkhousir 
(Marcello Gusrraro 68) 

‘Subs not used: Ken Greenhead and. Chris 


Gatayini 
Coach: Trevor Morgan 


“We didn’t start playing until we went 
behind, and we were far too relaxed earlier 
when we should have been taking the game 
to them.” Gagro said, 

Clearly unbappy, Gagro knew that the 
loss almost certainly plunges the side down 
to the depths of the First Division, with 
three sides going down. 


HURSTVILLE ZSC ........5..0 
@Hajduk Stadium, St Johns Park, 


HURSTVILLE ZSC: Arve Porvan — Richie 
Plesa (C), Pout Bilokapic, Joe Vrkic, Adam 
Corak (oe Simic €5)- lle Tarcan, Danny 
Georges (Sieve Moskun 73}, Jason Vela 
(Si ore 0 Tony Allovic - Anthony 


Assistant Referee: Jim Nicolaou 


BASHA BOOTS DULWICH 
OUT OF TOP THREE 


BULLS STAR NOTCHES SECOND 
HAT-TRICK IN AS MANY GAMES 


FRASER PARK COACH 
SLAMS HIS SIDE 


Western Rage 


By Greg Stock 


Park coach Ian Gillan didn't pull any 
punches when he described his side’s 2-2 
draw with Western Rage as his sides “worst 

performance of the year.” = 

After watching his side cough and splutter its way 
past one of the league’s lesser lights, Gillan was in no 


mood to mince Words as he tore into his players at full-”~ 


time. ~ 

“It’s the business end of the Season and if you can’t 
get motivated now you never will,” Gillan said. “We 
always knew Wester Rage would be a tough side, but 
we made some very elementary mistakes and that tells 
me that we are not mentally switched on.” 

Despite dominating the game terrtorially, Fraser 
Park failed to maximise their chances in front of goal 
and in the end were very lucky to escape with a point. 


Falling behind early to a ninth minute Lisandro Berbis 
goal, it took the home side a further 52 minutes to get 
back on level footing, when Terry Atsas put away a 
cross from Greg Collins. But a comical defensive error 
saw the Rage take a 2-1 lead heading into the final ten 
minutes. 

Fraser Park goalkeeper Stacy Alogdellis continued 


~ his fine work between the sticks, with another impres- 


sive performance to twice deny the Rage. Liam Austin, 
the man of the moment, put away a penalty after Atsas. 
was bought down with just two minutes remaining on 
the clock. 

‘This season is going to go right down to the wire 
and if we play like that next week we are going to get 
beat,” said Gillan, 

“We have two tough matches remaining and we 
have to make sure we are at our best next week to fin- 
ish our season inside the top five.” 


me oeg Sock 
airfield’s Tony Basha claimed his second 
successive hat-trick, as he capitalised on an 
almost comical defensive performance from 
Dulwich Hill, which tumbled out of the top three 
into fourth spot, after they were humbled 4-2 by 
bottom side Fairfield Bulls at Nineveh Field. 

In arguably their most disappointing performance 
of the season, Dulwich Hill played out a script more 
at home on an episode of Benny Hill, gifting the 
Bulls three second half goals. 

With sweeper Matthew Percy and stopper 
Eddie Giraldo unavailable, and goalkeeper 
Joshua Da Palma answering coach Scott Wells 
call to play with ligament damage in his ankle, 
the visitors were always going to struggle. Da 
Palma tried his heart out, but was clearly ham- 
pered and was unable to get off his line to deny 
Basha any of his three goals, that came from a 
variety of defensive bloopers. 

Basha capitalised on a mistimed back pass 
from Paul Cotte for his first, before putting 
away a loose ball in the penalty box for num- 
ber two. His unmarked header for number 


three was all but unforgivable, considering he was 
surrounded by three defenders. Wells launched a ver- 
bal tirade at his side for their inept performance. 

‘The only positive to come out of the match for 
‘Wells was the return of striker Ivo de Jesus from an 
ankle injury. De Jesus got through the final 20 min- 
utes of the match and alongside Harry James, showed 
glimpses of his attacking prowess. But even he 
couldn’t halt the slide that now sees Dulwich Hill 
needing to win both their remaining games to clinch 


a top three spot. 


SYD 


NSW CUSTOM PLATES 


Starts 20th August on: 
www.ebay.com.au 
Search for SYD FC 

Info: syd_fc@hotmail.com 
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STATE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE: ROUND 26 
FIRST GRADE: Mt Dri Town 2 (Own Goal 53m C 
Carlier 71m) White Cty 0, Bathuret 75 0 Hils Brumbica 
1 (J Miler 68m), Ryde Cty 2 (L Marshall 15m C Young 
18m) Camden Tigers 2 (C Stein 40m K Babington 27m), 
Mt Pritchard 2 (P Marosevic 20m T O'Connell 55m) 
‘Scholielis Scomions 2 (S Matayalo 32m S Geverini 
74m), Inter Lions 2 (N Tome 27m L Wright 81m) Bekmore 
Hercules 1 (P Paras 20m), Fairield City Lions 6 (T 
Devrimol 15m R Younis 28/7m Y Ekinei 63/81m 0 
Semerci 90m) Gladesvile Spirt 0. 

GRADE 20: Mt Druit Town 5 White Cty 2, Bathurst 
78.0 Hills Brumbies 8, Ryde City 3 Camden Tigers 1, Mt 
Pritchard 2 Schofields Scorpions 3, mer Lions 2 
Beimore Hercules 0, Faifiad City Lions 1 Gladesvila 
Spirit 2. 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE: ROUND 25 


FIRST GRADE 

PWOLFADP 
Faifield Cily Lions 24 174 3 83 25 58 65 
Inter ons 28473 4 72 22 50 54 
Schaliekis Scorpions 24163 “559 26.93 51 
MtDnutt Town 24142 8 49-95 14 4 
Bemore Hercules 24 182 9 99 29 10 41 
MtPritchard 2414 9 46 95 11 37 
Hils Brumbies 2413 1033 26-3 36 
Gledesvite Spirit 24105 9 90.999 35 
Ryte City 2676 11 96 47-1127 
White City 247 2 15 26 55 2923 
Blacktown Spartans 246 4 14 97 63 -2622 
Bahust 75 243 2 19 26 9 4311 
‘Camden Tigers 242 4 18 17 72-6510 


GRADE 20 

PWOLFADP 
Mt Pritchard 24202 2 96 20 76 62 
Schafields Scmpions 24 174 3.84 40 44 55 
Inter Lions 24155 4 54 92 2250 
Falietd Cry Uons 24 143 779 49: 36 45 
Belmore Hercules 24133 8 5932 27 42 
Gladesville Spirit 24126 6 60 34 26 42 
Hits Brumbies 2617 6 58 29 29 40 
‘Mt Druitt Town, 2493 1253 57 4 20 
Camden Tigers 247 4 13 39 67 -2825 
Blacktown Spartans 246 915 93 63 021 
Pryde City 286 2 15 36 68 -3220 
White Cty 243 1 2) 33 104-7110 
Bathurst 75 2411 2 21 116-054 


GRADE 19: Hakoah 4 Springwood SC 1. 
ROUND 18: 

FIRST GRADE: Prospect United 0 Springwood SC 3 
(J Hunter 24m A Hunter 30m M Haberman 91m), 
Balmain SC 4 (L Soares 12m J Bracewel 45m D Totero 
‘85/79rn) Aubum Stars 0, Fogotar Wanderers 1 (S McKay 
‘56m) UNSW 4 (C Claridge 10m M Guth 28m M OHara 
‘81m Own Goal 67m), Hakoah 4 (J PRtemer 30m G Moss 
51m N Levi 75m S Fischer 85m) Greenisland SC 0, 
Sydney Cedars SC 5 (W Hjazi x 2K Ekerhani M 
‘Abraham x 2) Ketyvile Kolts 4 (S Jaribazian 34/76/83m 
J Comito 67m}. 

GRADE 21: Prospect United 1 Springwood SC 1, 
Balmain SC 8 Aubum Stars 0, Fogolar Wanderers 1 
‘UNSW 0, Hakoah 4 Greenisland SC 0, Sydney Cedars 
SC 5 Kellyville Kotts 3. 

GRADE 18: Prospect United 1 Springwood SC 0, 
Balmain SC $ Aubum Stars 0, Fogolar Wanderers 0 
UNSW 6, Hakoah 6 Greenisland SC 0, Sydney Cedars 
SC5 Kelyvile Kos 3, 


STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO: ROUND 18 


FIRST GRADE 

PWDLFAD Pt 
Springwood 18194 1 45 13 a2 43 
UNSW 18125 1 43 19.90 41 
Hakoab 18114 3 95 15 2037 
Balmain 18112 5 38 22 16 35 
Sydney Cedars 18846 31283 28 
Fogolar Wanderers «187 4 7 21 26-5 25 
‘Aubum Star 185 3 1024 31-7 18 
Kelvile Kots 183.3 12 28 38-1012 
Greenisiand 1822 14 16 61 458 
Prospect United 1821 15 12 46-347 
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GRADE 21 
PWDLFAD Pt 
UNSW 18142 2 59 17 42 44 
Fiahoah 18113 4 44 18 26 36 
Fogolor Wanderers 18 104 4 45 36.9 34 
Sydney Cedars 1893 6 40528 20 
Prospect Unted 1885 5 42384 29 
Springwood 1865 7 31324 3 
Kelywvile Kots 18549 4448 4 19 
Balmain 185 2 11 96 40.4 17 
Greenisland 183 2 13:28 74 4611 
Aubum Star 182 4 12 25 59 3410 
‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO: ROUND 18 
GRADE 19 
PWDLF AD Pt 
uNsW 18124 2 55 21 34 40 
Hekoah 48115 2 54 24 30 98 
Sycney Cedars 18104 4 59 35 24 94 
‘Prospect United 188.6 4 44 90 14.90 
‘Aubum Star 1883 7 2994-5 27 
Ketyvile Kats 1765 6 42939 2 
‘Bamain 185 4 9 39 49 1019 
‘Springwood 186 1 11 28 44 4619 
Greenisianc 174 3 10.37 55 1815 
Fogolar Wanderers 18.1 116 24 86 624 
‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION THREE: 
ROUND 18 


FIRST GRADE: Fratton Magpies 1 Colo Colo 4, 
Trasandinos 8 East Coast Magic 2, Roosters FC 6 Gazy 
Lansvale 1, Ludéenham United 3 Giadesvile United 6, 
Lithgow Norkanen 0 Hawkesbury City 6, 

[HESERVE GRADE: Pratton Magpies 1 Colo Colo 3, 
Trasandinos 3 East Coast Magic 4, Roosters FCS Gazy 
Lansvale 0, Lucdenhiam United 0 Giadesvile United 3, 
[Lithgow Workmen 0 Hawkesbury Giy 4 


8 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION THREE: ROUND 18 


FIRST GRADE 

PWOLFAD Pt 
Colo Colo @ 18133 2 43 20 23 42 
Hawkesbury City 1a 104 4 5228 24 a4 
Gladesville United 18104 4 48 93:15 4 
Trasandinos 18103 5 61 23 38 33 
Roosters FC 1885 5 48 25 23 29 
East Coast Magio 1883 7 39336 27 
Gazy Lansvale 1745 8 2233-1117 
‘Luddenham United 185 2 11 32 54-2217 
Pratten Magpies: 172 3 12 23 63 469 
Lithgow Workmen. 182 2 14 15 65 -508 


‘STATE LEAGUE DIVISION THREE: ROUND 18 


Bs2ssarzer 
S2ESSBRR> 
Agostzgaee 
SIRSYBBER 


UNDER 12: St George Saints 0 Sutherland 
Association 3, Southam Branch 0 NWS Koalas 1, 
Marconi Stafions 0 Manly United FC 3, Macarthur Rams 
0 Penrith Nepean United 1, Blacktown Association 4 
Bathurst City 0, Gladesvile Ravens 0 Northem Tigers 6, 
‘Sydney University 3 UNSW Soooer Ciub 0, 

UNDER 14: St George Saints 0 Sutherland 
‘Assodiation 3, Southem Branch 1 NWS Koalas 1, 
‘Marconi Stalions 0 Manly United FC 2, Macarthur Rams 
3 Penrith Nepean United 0, Blacktown Association 0 
Bathurst Ciy 0, Gladesvile Ravens 2 Norther Tigers 1, 
‘Sydney University 3 UNSW Soccer Club 0. 

UNDER 16: St George Saints 5 Sutherland 
‘Assodation 0, Southem Branch 0 NWS Koalas 3, 
Marconi Stations O Manly United FC 2, Macarthur Rams 
0 Penrith Nepean United 0, Blacktown Association 0 
Bathurst City 2, Gladesvila Ravens 3 Northern Tigers 2, 


Sydney Universiy 0 UNSW Soccer Club 0. 
Antve alive 
MSW GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 22 
‘UNDER 12 
PWDLBF AD Pt 
Manly United FC 2215511 396 33.53 
Penrith Nepean United 22144 31 44 10 34 43 
Suthertand Association 22125 4 1 56 10 46 44 
Souther Branch 22125 4 1 38 13 25 44 
Northem Tigers 2113-6 2 48 21 27 42 
Central Coast United 22108 4 2 35 11 24 42 
NW Sydney Koalas 22114 6 1 31 16 15 40 
Gadesvilo Ravens 228 392 220 33 
Sydney University 228 0 122 37 99 -2 90 
MacerturRams 227 5 9 1 26 326 29 
Marconi Stains 226 4 111 32 41-9 25 
‘StGeorge Saints 225 4 121 20 29-9 22 
Blackiown Associaton 223 3 142 20 96 -16 18 
Bathurst City Panthers 222 3 152 14 53 9915 
UNSW 222 2 162 1269 5714 
BB denotes a Bye scoring 3 poits and 3 Goal 
Artive alive 
NSW GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 22 
UNDER 14 
PWDLBFAD Pt 
Sutherland Association 2218.3 0 1 62 14 48 60 
MecarturRams 22165 0 1 62 14 48.56 
StGeorge Sainks 22143 4 1 50 15 35 48 
Peni Nepean United 22142 5 1 55 20 35 47 
NW Sydney Koalas 22193 5 1 6§ 24 41 45 
Cental Coast United 22120 8 2 43 25 18 42 
Bathust City Panthers 228 4 8 2 37 24 13 34 
Manly United FC 228 5 8 1 37 38-1 32 
Notte Tigers 226 3 112 31 43-1227 
Gladesvile Ravens 225 3 122 30 85 -2524 
Marconi Stalions 226 2 131 36 40-2 23 
Souihem Branch 223 8 101 22 97 -1520 
Blackown Association 222 6 122 17 37 2018 
Syoney University 223-2 152 20 62 4217 
UNSW 221 1 182 16 70 $410 
B denotes a Bys scoring 3 points and 3 Goal 
Arrive alive 
‘NSW GIRLS YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 22 
UNDER 16 
PWDLBFAD Pt 
NW Sydney Koalas 22192 0 1 95 11 4 62 
SGeorge Saints 2015.4 21 62 16 46 52 
‘Pentth Nepean United 22152 4 1 80 25 24 50 
Gonttal Coast United 22124 4 2 40 12 97 48 
Bathurst Gity Panthers 22122 6 2 61 21 40 44 
Many United FC 22106 5 1 41 19 22 29 
Souttem Branch 229 4.8 1 32902 34 
Sutheriand Association 229 39 1 48 25 20 33 
MacathurRams 226 781 32239 2 
Blackown Associaton 226 4 102 32903 28 
Marconi Stalions 228 4 111 32 34 2 25 
Northam Tigers 224 2 142 20 62 3220 
Gladesvile Ravens 223 3 142 27 72 -4518 
UNSW. 221 4 192 1261 4913 
Syoney University 281 1 18219 106-0310 
3 denotes a Bye scoring 3 points and 3 Goal 
PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: 
‘ROUND 28 
GRADE 13: Wolves 2 Manly United FC 


(0, Hajduk Wanderers United 0 AP.LA. Leichhardt Tigers 
‘3, St George Saints 1 Bankstown City Cubs 0, Blacktown 
ity 6 Sydney Olympic 0, Sutheriand Sharks 0 Marconi 
Stallions 4, Sydney United 0 Mecarthur Rams 3, 
Parramatta Eagles 0 Gladesvite Spit 0. 

‘GRADE 14: Wollongong Wolves 3 Manly Urited FC 
1, Hajduk Wanderers United 2 AP.LA. Leichhardt Tigers: 
0, StGeorge Saints 0 Bankstown City Cub 0, Blacdown 
Giy 2 Sycney Olympic 1, Sutheriand Sharks 0 Marconi 
Stallions 3, Sydney United § Macarthur Rams 0, 
Parramatta Eagles 3 Gladesvile Spin 1, 
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‘GRADE 15; Wollongong Wolves 2 Manly United FC 
, Hajduk Wanderers United 2 APIA. Leichhardt Tigers 
‘0, St George Saints 2 Bankstown City Cubs 1, Blacktown 
Giy 0 Sydney Olympic 0, Sutherand Sharks 0 Marconi 
Stallions 0, Sydney United 0 Macarthur Rams 0, 
Parramata Eagles 0 Gladesvile Spit 2, 

GRADE 16: Wollongong Wolves 2 Manly United FC 
0, Hajduk Wanderers United 1 APA. Leichhardt Tigers 
41, St George Saints O Bankstown City Cubs 2, Blacktown, 
Gity 1 Sydney Olympic 0, Sutheriand Sharks 1 Marconi 
Stalions 0, Sydney United 0 Macarthur Rams 1, 
Paramta Eagies 1 Gladesvill Spitt 0. 

GRADE 18: Wolongong Wolves 0 Manly United FC 
4, Halduk Wanderers United 3 A.PA. Leichhardt Tigers 
4, St George Saints 0 Bankstown City Cubs 3, Blacktown 
City 1 Sycney Olympic 1, Sutherland Sharks 0 Marconi 
Stallions 2 Sydney United 0 Macarthur Rams 2, 
Parramatta Eagles 1 Gladesvile Spirit 0. 

RESCHEDULED GAME: ROUND 23: 

GRADE 18: Bankstown City Cubs 2 Sydney United 1. 


GRADE 43 
PWDLFAD Pt 
149 85 69 
1 a8 7669 
4 73 20 53 56 
8 48435 48 
9 4736 11 43 
1890-6 95 
"10-3755 1834 
19-36 56 2033, 
APIA Leichhardt Tigers 268 3 15 20 44 -1527 
‘Sydney United 287 5 14 25 63 2826 
‘Sydney Olympic 2667 13:27 51-2425 
Bankstown City Cube 25.6 4 16 20 50 -2022 
Sutherland Sharks 25.2 9 15 23 59-2615 
Hajduk Wanderers Ud 26.2 5 19 16 71-5511 
PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 26 
GRADE 14 
PWDLFADP 
Marconi Stalions 25194 3 558 47 6 
Sydney Untied 6185 9 62 24 9053 
Blacktown Gty Demons 25 184 4 46 18 28 58 
Parramatta Eagles 25.173 6 54 21 93.54 
APIA Leichhardt Tigers 26153 8 41 20 21 48 
Bankstown City Cubs 26 144 8 96 297 46 
Manly United FO 28123 11 47 35 12.98 
Hajduk Wanderers Utd 26108 8 29 227 38 
Suthertand Sharks 28.8 4 14 28 51 -2328 
Sydney Opie 253.9 14 2 45 2418 
St George Saints 2845 17 29 46 2317 
Wollongong Wolves «264.517 25 67 4117 
Gladesvile Spit 252.9 159 44 2515 
Macarthur Rams 262.6 18 1 58 4712 
PREMIER YOUTH LEAQUE: ROUND 25 
‘GRADE 45 
PWDLFAD Pt 
Marconi Stations 2187 1 47 11 96 61 
Paramatta Eagles 26154 7 47 27 2049 
Bankstown City Cubs 28 147 5 42 28 16 49 
Wollongong Wolves 28 153 8 41 27 14 48 
‘St George Saints 129 5 47:30 17 45 
Subherfand Sharks 28 128 6 50 32 18 44 
Biackiown Gity Demons 26 127 7 92 22 10 43 
‘Giadesvite Spirit 26117 8 33 16 17 40 
Sydney Ofympic 268 6 12 20 37 1730 
‘Sydney United 287 8 11 25 36 4129 
Manly United FC 81 17 27 46 1925 
‘Macarthur Rams 264 5 47 20 50 9017 
APLA Leichhardt Tigers 26 2 7 47 11 42 3113, 
Hajduk Wanderers Utd 26 4 1 21 17 57 4013 


PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 25 


GRADE 16 

PWDLFAD Pt 
Giadesvile Spit 26176 3 41 10.31 57 
Blackiown City Demons 26 15101 47 20 27 55 
‘Sydney Olympic 28154 7 45 26 20 49 
Parramatta Eagles 28 146 6 36 21 15 48 
Bankstown City Cubs 26153 8 32.17 15 48 
Marconi Stalions 26144 8 41 16 25 46 
Macarthur Rams 295 1226997 3 
Hajduk Wanderers Utd 26 6 7 11 8137-6 31 
Sutheriand Sharks 25.8 6 12 25 36 -130 
Wollongong Woves © 26.8 4 14 26 35 -7 28 
Sydney United 268 3 15 27 39 1227 
St George Saints 267 3 16 21 50 2924 
Many United FC 284 6 16 18 49 3118 


APLLA, Leichhardt Tigers 261 11 14 14 42 -26 14 


PREMIER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 28 


GRADE 12. 

PWDLFAD Pt 
Marconi Stalions 26175 4 56 27 29 56 
Gladesvilo Spirit 98155 6 52 24 28 50 
Manly United FC 26147 5 55 41 14 49 
Sutherland Sharks «28-153 8 69 41 28 48 
Parramatta Eagles 26 152 9 52 30 22 47 
‘Sydney Olympic 26136 7 54 41 13 45 
Blacktown Cty Demons 26108 8 34313 38 
WoliongongWoWes 289 8 9 45 41 4 35 
APIA Leichhardt Tigers 269 6 11 96 48 -1233 
Hajduk Wanderers Utd 258 4 14 96 58 2228 
Bankstown City Cubs 266 4 16 90 62 2222 
‘Sydnoy United 285 6 15 98 57-1921 
St George Saints 264 8 1431 68 3720 
Macarthur Rams 263 6 17 32 61 -2915 


P WOLF AD Pty 


Marconi Stalions 190 90 23 17 285 70 215 283 
Blackiown Cy 19077 82.21 253 100159 269 
Parramatta Eagles 190 7B 20 32 252 119143 254 
Gladesvile Sprit 190.58 31 41 18273052 205 
Bankstown Cily Cubs 190 55 22 53 160 174-14 187 
‘Sydney Olympic 180 45 32 53 169 201-32 167 
Sutherland Sharks 190 45 90 55 193.219-26 165 
Manly United FC 190 47 24 59 184 226-42 165 
Wollongong Wolves 190 45 25 59 173 209-96 163 
‘Sydney United 190 45 27 58 477 200-82 162 
‘StGeorge Saints 130 $7 28 65 158 250-92 139 
ABILA. Leichhardt 120.85 90 65 181 196-65 195 
MacathurRams 130 33 25 72 137 245-108 124 


Hajduk Wanderers Utd 190 32 25 73. 129 245-116 121 


SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: 
ROUND 22 

GRADE 13: Southem Branch 0 Fraser Park 0, 
Dulwich Hil 0 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 5, Parramatta 
Star {Hils Brumbies 2, Bathurst 75 Westom 0 Granville 
Rage 4, Penrith Nepean Urited 1 Schofiells Scorpions 
0, Central Coast United 3 Northem Tigers 0. 

GRADE 14: Southem Branch 0 Fraser Park 4, 
Dulwich Hill 0 Bonnyrigg White Eagies 3, Parramatta 
Star 1 Hils Brumbies 0, Bathurst 75 Westem 4 Granvile 
Rage 2, Penrith Nepean Urited 1 Schofieks Scomions 
1, Central Coast United 2 Norther Tigers 1. 

GRADE 15: Southem Branch 2 Fraser Park 0, 
Dutwieh Hill 1 Bonnyigg White Eaglas 1, Paramata 
‘Star ( Hiis Brumbies 2, Bathurst 75 Westem 1 Granvilo 
Rage 0, Penrith Nepean United 1 Schofiels Scorpions 
4, Central Coast Unted 2 Northem Tigers 2 

GRADE 16: Southem Branch 3 Fraser Park 4, 
Dutwich Hil 2 Bonnytigg White Eagles 3, Parramatta 
Star 0 Hils Brumbies 2, Bathurst 75 Westem 1 Grarvile 
age 0, Penrith Nepean United 0 Schoields Scorpions 
1, Central Coast United 2 Northem Tigers 4, 

GRADE 18: Southem Branch 1 Fraser Park 5, 
Dulwich Hill 0 Bonnyrigg White Eagles 6, Parramatta 
‘Star 3 Hils Brumbies 0, Bathurst 75 Wester 0 Grarvile 
age 6, Penrith Nepean United 4 Schofields Scorpions 


1, Central Coast United 2 Northam Tigers 0, 
‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 22 
GRADE 13 

° PWDL F AD Pt 
~—Schofolds Scopions 21 134 4 G1 16 15 43 
Coniral Coast Unted 21 126 3 36 11 25 42 
Penith Nepean United 21.118 2 35 14 21 41 
Fraser Park 21885-26179 32 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 219.5 7 31 247~32~ 
Datwich Hid 285 8 97352 29 
Souther Branch 2158 8 1921.2 29 
Gramvile Rage 215.8 8 32 44 1229 
Baturst'75Westem 214 9 8 14 24 1021 
Nodthem Tigers 215 6 10 15 35 2021 
Parramatta Star 2147 1026 34-8 19 
Hils Brumbies 214 2 18 16 43-2714 
‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 22 
GRADE 14 
PWOLF AD Pt 
Parramatta Star 21182 1 52 16 36 56 
Schofiek’s Scorpions 2 183 § 51 19 3242 
Bonnytigg White Eagles 21 114 6 2 13 19 97 
‘Southern Branch ANS 7 743 36 
Central Coast United = 21.9 4 8 27 29-2 31 
Bathurst'75 Westen 21.8 5 & 3434.0 29 
Fraser Park A849 wie we 
Granvite Rage 1849 33294 2 
Penrith Nepean Utd 216 B 7 26 23-3 28 
Hits Brumbies 214 6 M1 15 94 1918 
Norther Tigers 2134 14 2 55 2913 
Dulwich Hat 212.3 18 17 69-529 
‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 22 
GRADE 15 
PWDLFAD Pt 
Schofiekis Scorpions 21 135 3 42 24 18 44 
Bathurst'75Wesiem 21 108 5 90 228 36 
Penvith Nepean United 2197 5 24177 34 
Fraser Park 21104 7 2260 % 
Goriral Coast United 21 103 8 43. 92 13 33 
Southem Branch 4887 3294 3 
Granvile Rage 2193 9 2990-1 20 
Dulwich Hit 478 B 6233 27 
Hills Brumbies 2483 1025 29-4 27 
Bonnyrigg White Eagles 215 5 1021 28 -7 21 
Norther Tigers 2147 1022 29-7 19 
Paramatia Star 213 4 14 18 50 -3213 
‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 22 
GRADE 16 
PWOLFAD Pt 
Northem Tigers 21154 2 60 18 4249 
Schofields Scompions 21 152 4 56 17 39 47 
Bonnyriga White Eanes 21145 2 51 29 22 47 
Penrith Nepean United 21192 6 47 29 25 41 
Hills Brumbies 21115 5 36 24 12 98 
Fraser Park 2193 9 2932-3 3 
Dutwich Hil 283 109537 2 7 
Southem Branch 216 3 1225 48 2121 
Parramatta Star D147 10.92 43 A119 
Granvile Rage 2143 14 18 44 2615 
Bathurst'75 Westem 21.4 2 15 20 60 4014 
Ceniral Coast United 212-3 16 19 56-979 
‘SUPER YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 22 
GRADE 16 
PWOL FAD Pt 
Penrith Nepean United 21 210 0 82 14 6 63 
Fraser Park 21141 6 45.93 12 43 
Central Coast United 21 132 6 50 35 15 41 
Bonnytigg White Eagles 21128 6 643331 39 
Paramatta Star 21122 7 48417 3B 
Schofields Scorpions 21 103 8 54513 33 
Grenvile Rage 2192 1047425 29 
ils Brumbies M82 195493 2 
Dulich Hil 25 2 14 28 55 27 17 
Nothem Tigers 2143 1490 57-27 15 
Bathurst 75 Westem 21.5 9 16 21 74 63 15 
Southem Branch 2122 1735 61-25 8 


PWOL FAD Pts 
Schofields Scompions 105 64 17 24 234 127107 200 
Pentih Nepean United 105 60 25 20 214.96 118 205 


Bonnyrigg WE 105 51 23.31 199 12772 176 
Fraser Park 105 49 20 96 155 12529 167 
Central Coast Utd 105 46 18 41 17516312 158 
Parramatta Star 105 41 22 42 176 184-8 145 
Granvile Rage 105 95 20 50 159 189-30 125 
Hils Brumbies 105 95 18 52 127 173-46 123 
Southem Branch 105 82 2251 149 191-42 118 
Northem Tigers 105 31 24 50 163 194-41 117 
‘Bathurst 75 Westem 105 31 22 52 119 214-95 115 
Dulwich Hil 105 30 19 56 149 219-76 109 


PRELIMINARY FINALS: 
GRADE 19: Camden Tigers 4 Hurstville Caty 
Minotaurs 1. 
GRADE 14: Sydney University 0 Ryde City 1 
(GRADE 15: Flockdale City Suns @ Belmore Hercules 


1 
GRADE 16: Hurstvile Gil Minotaurs 2 Camden 
Tigors 1. 


DEVELOPMENT YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 24 


GRADE 13. 

PWDLEAD Pt 
Belmore Hercules © 21128 1 47 16:31 44 
Camden Tigers 21115 8 56 29 27 3B 
Hurstvile City Minotaurs 21104 7 42 90 12 34 
Rockdale City Suns 2197 5 24177 34 
Buacktown Spartans 21103 8 96.42 33 
‘Mt Dnt Town A777 034 28 
Pyde City 2125 14 16 & 4611 
Sydney Universty 212-3. 16 31 63 329 
DEVELOPMENT YOUTH LEAGUE: ROUND 24 

GRADE 14 

PWOLF AD Pt 
Mt Druitt Town 21191 1 55 10 45 58 
Sydney Untversty = 21 143.4 6B 24 42 45 
Rockdale CiySuns 2194 8 31256 31 
yds City M73 11 22 40 1824 
Blacktown Spartans 218 6 10 28 40 -1221 
Camden Tigers 216 2 13 25 48-2320 
Hurstiile Cty Minotaurs 214 7 10 16 35 -1919 
BelmoreHercues 21.3 B 10 19 40-2117 


GRADE 45, 

PWOLFAD Pt 
Me Druitt Town 21159 3 43 18 25 48 
Rockdale Cty Sum 20126 2 98 12.26 42 
yds City 213 7 38.27 11 96 
Belmore Hercules 2194 4 28199 35 
Syiney University 216 7 8 23.25 -2 25 
Blacktown Spartans «21.4.6 11 19 94-1518 
‘Camden Tigers 2052 1323 42 4917 
‘Hurstville City Minctaurs 21.2 3 16 18 59-259 


GRADE 16 

PWOLFAD Pt 

yde 21163 2 63 12 51 St 
Hurstvlte City Minotaurs 21126 3 33 13 20 42 
Camden Tigers: 295 7 31301 3 
‘Belmore Hercules 194 8 30300 3 
Rockdale City Suns 2185 8 2631-5 2 
Mt Druitt Town, 217 4 10.25 96 -11 25 
Blacktown Spartans 21.5.9 13 19 32-1918 
‘Sydney Universty M22 172265 438 
22 


‘Association 2, Sutherland Association 5 Central Coast 
‘Association 0, Southem Disticts 1 Gladesvile Homsby 
‘Association 2, Granite Association 2 Souther Branch 


‘George Assocation 2 Eastem Suburbs Associaton 0. 

GRADE 12: Bankstown Association 0 Blacktown 
‘Association 3, Sutheriand Association 1 Ceniral Coast 
Association 0, Southam Districts 4 Giadesvila Homsby 
Association 0, Granvile Association 1 Southem Branch 
0, Ku-Fing-Gai Associaton 1 Macarthur Association 2, 
Manily Warringah Associaton 2 ikawarra Association 0, 
Nepean Associaton 3 Canterbury Association 0, St | 
‘George Association 1 Eastern Suburbs Associaton 0, 


attack METROPOLITAN LEAGUE: 
GRADE 11 FINAL SERIES: ROUND 22 
PWDL FAD Pt 
Blacktown Association 22174 1 58 14 44 55 
‘Sutherland Association 22184 2 75 17 58 52 
St George Assoc 22163 3 49 16 33 51 
Macarthur 22148 0 43 14 29 50 
Miawarra 215 6 38 24 14 38 
Granville 22105 7 35269 35 
Canterbury 2403 9 2938.9 33 
Nepean Association 228 8 8 37298 30 
Eastem Suburbs 2778 3132-4 8B 
Manly Warringah 275 10319 8 6 
‘Southem Districts 26 6 10 23 35 -1224 
Bankstown Assoc 27 2 13 18 43 2523 
Gladesvile Homsby 2.47 11 33.344 19 
Ku-Ring-Gai Associaton 222 4 16 16 60 4410 
Southem Branch 215 16 12 50 388 
Central Coast Assoc © 206 189 66 576 
attack METROPOLITAN LEAGUE 
GRADE 42 FINAL SERIES: ROUND 22 
PWDOLF ADP 
Blacktown Association 22 183 1 71 11 60 47 
‘Southern Districts 22153 4 50 17 42 48 
Geanvile 22153 4 52 23 29 48 
Mawarra 2133 6 40 21 19 42 
Manly Warringah 22132 7 43 25 18 41 
Nepean Association 22 124 6 41 401 40 
‘StGeorge Assoc 2105 7 27252 35 
Macarthur 286 8 2690-4 30 
Gladesvile Homsby 22.8 8 -B 90 95 5 30 
‘Sutherland Association 229 1 12 27 99-1228 
Canterbury 273 1218 5 7 24 
Central Coast Asscc = 225 4 13 20 41-2119 
Ku-Ring-Gai Assocation 225 3. 14 20 41 -21 18 
Bankstown Assoc 223 5 14 16 45 2914 
‘Ezstem Suburbs 23 4 15 15 50 -3513 
‘Southem Branch 217 146 43-3710 


Arrive alive 
NSW WOMENS SUPER LEAGUE 


IT’S FINALS TIME! 


A Marconi player is challenged by two members of the Manly United 
FC 


jhe battle for finals glory kicks 

off this weekend, with five teams 

in the hunt to be crowned the 
Arrive alive NSW Womens Super 
‘League champion. 

While runaway minor premier 
Marconi takes a well deserved week off, 
Macarthur Rams and Southem Branch 
clash in the elimination semi at Francis 
Park No.2 next Saturday, with North 
West Sydney Koalas meeting Manly 
United FC in the preliminary final at 
Jensen Patk the following day. 

Regular season results suggest a cou- 
ple of tight encounters. 

NWS Koalas beat Manly United 1-0 
and drew 2-2 in their two fixtures. 
Macarthur did the double over Souther 
Branch, winning 2-0 and 2-1 in their 
meetings. 

Marconi beat third-placed Manly 
United FC 2-1 to finish the minor pre- 
miership with an imposing record of 20 
wins and a single loss to North West 
Sydney Koalas, scoring 120 goals and 
conceding just ten. 

The Stallions finished seven points 
clear of the Koalas, who extended their 
unbeaten run to 19 games with a 2-1 
away win over Southem Branch. 

The only change to the top five posi- 
tions in the final round saw Macarthur 
and Southem Branch exchange places. 
‘The Rams 1-0 win over Penrith Nepean 
United lifted them into fourth spot ahead 


te 


team 
Only three-points separated fifth from 
ninth. 


University of NSW just missed out on 
fifth spot on goal difference, after being 
held to a 1-1 final round draw by Sydney 
University. 

In other round 22 results, Sutherland 
Association won 2-1 away to St George 
Saints, Bathurst City triumphed 1-0 at 
Blacktown Association and Gladesville 
Ravens finished in style with a 5-1 home 
victory over Northem Tigers. Central 
Coast United had the bye. 


Anne Starrs for 
young Stallions 


Marconi Stallions 2 
Manly United FC i 
Marconi eased past Manly on the 
weekend with a solid professional perfor- 
mance. Deciding to rest several players, 
and with others on national and interna- 
tional duties, coach Steve Marsh gave a 
starting berth to eight non regular first 
grade players, including two under 16°s. 
His belief in youth paid dividends as 
early as the 11th minute. when following 
some neat play by Anne Starr, an early 
cross was met by Alison Hogg, who 
rifled a low shot into the comer of the net. 
Hogg should have had a second short- 
ly after, but a weak header, again from a 
cross by Starr, found the keeper. 
Fab Perfilio was outstanding up front, 


won 


Koalas keeper Erin Hunter, goes to punch the ball out of danger 
against Southern Branch. Photo by Graham Carr 


her pace and dribbling skills tormented 
the Manly back line the whole game. But 
for some wayward finishing, she could 
have had a hat-trick. 

Tt was Starr, who added the second in 
the 37th minute. Priscilla O'Riordan 
from the under 16’s, who made an 
‘impressive debut, played a delightfully 
weighted lobbed pass into the path of 
Starr, and her first time shot hit the net. 

Marconi dominated the rest of the first 
half, happy to retain possession and move 
the ball around. 

‘The second half was much like the 
first, Marconi dominating the midfield, 
breaking up Manly’s attacking forays and 
countering. Jo Greco on retum to first 
grade, was an anchor, winning ball after 
ball and setting up many attacks, 

On three occasions Perfilio was left 
‘one on one with the Manly keeper, wast- 
-ing two and forcing a magnificent save in 
the third instance. 

Marsh then rotated his bench, provid- 
ing another under 16, Selva Barosso, an 
opportunity to debut. 

The only moment of concem for the 
Stallions occurred in the 76th minute, 
when following a comer clearance, a 
speculative but well hit shot from some 
30 metres, rocketed into the Marconi 
goal. 

Marconi’s 21’s also ensured a first 
week off from finals football, finishing 
top of their competition ladder with a 
comfortable 1-1 draw against a strong 
Manly side, 


Southern 
makes semis 
despite defeat 


Southern Branch .. 
North West Sydney Ko: 

Southem Branch played host to the 
Stallion-busting Koalas, hoping a win 
would deliver them a certain berth in the 
finals. 

‘The match was only four minutes old 
when the first chance fell to Souther. 
Taryn Ruiz found herself one-on-one 
with goalkeeper Erin Hunter, only fo be 
foiled by a great smothering save. 


Arrive alive 
NSW WOMENS SUPER LEAGUE: 
RESCHEDULED FROM ROUND 16 


FIRST GRADE: Northam Tigers 0 Blacktown 
Association 0, 
ROUND 22: 
FIRST GRADE: St George Saints 1 (A Treglia 


Koalas 2 (J Seamen 17m Ri Wiide 68m pen), Marconi 
Stallions 2 (A Hogg tim A Starr 37m) Manly United 


Northern Tigers 1 (M Green 52m), Sydney University 
1 (C Simpson 75m) UNSW Soccer Club 1 (S Stavrou 
69m) 


). 

GRADE 21: St George Saints 1 Sutherland 
‘Associaton 1, Southem Branch 1 NWS Koalas 3, 
Marconi Stallions 1 Manly United FO 1, Macarthur 
Rams 0 Penrith Nepean United 4, Blacktown 
Associaton 0 Bathurst City 3, Gladesvile Ravens 0 
Northern Tigers 9, Sydney University 2 UNSW Soccer 
Chub 2, 


Arrive ali¥é Nsw womens 


SUPER &>» 
LEAGUE 


A Marconi player goes for a run with the ball against Manly United FC 


‘The first chance for NWS presented 
itself five minutes later, when Bec Wilde 
was able to dispossess goalkeeper 
Cuthbert, only to scuff her shot into the 
side netting. 

Chances continued to be created with 
Southem missing golden opportunities 
through Ruiz and Halloway. 

The next opening occurred when 
Jessica Seaman, backing up from the 
Under 16's game, intercepted a pass 
square across the Southern backline and 
shot strongly into the top right hand cor- 
ner of the net to open the Koalas' account. 

Minutes later Anne Boatswain cleared 
Southem’s line from a Danielle Calvi 
shot, following a cross from Seaman 
being lost by a sprawling Cuthbert. 

‘The next ten minutes was punctuated 
by some tough contests in midfield by an 
impressive Tina Siskoska, for Southern, 
and NWS's Jess Palmer, interspersed 
with numerous free kicks on the edge of 
the Koala box. 

However, Southern were unable to 
capitalise on these, other than to force 
Hunter to make one save high in the left 
comer. 

The last action of the first half saw 
Wilde head wide from a curling cross by 
Ellyse Perry. 

The second half did not provide the 
same quick, high-level football as the 
first, as NWS relied on tight, well-drilled 
defence to smother Souther Branch’s 
attempts to build pressure. 
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P WO 
Marconi Stallions 22 200 
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Gladesvile Ravens 22 6 
StGeome Saints 22 5 
Blacktown Assoc 22 | 
Northem Tigers 22 0 13 198-1257 

B denotes a Bye scoring 3 points and 3 Goal. 
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However, in the 64th minute, Ruiz was 
able to punish an unusually unsure 
Koalas defence, by hitting a fierce shot 
from 18 yards into the top of the net. 

The Koalas regained the lead, only 
four minutes later, when "Pommic” 
Wilde struck a penalty home after a hand- 
ball. The rest of the half saw a keen 
Southern Branch continue to press, but 
unable to create clear cut chances, 

The game ended with Southern unsure 
of. their fate, having to wait for other 
results, but it was ultimately good news, 
with fifth place secured. 

Ruiz and Siskoska shone for Southern 
Branch, whilst Palmer and Seaman were 
standouts for the Koalas. 


Arrive alive 
NSW WOMENS SUPER LEAGUE: ROUND 22 
GRADE 21 


Pwo 
Marconi Stallions 22°16 4 
Manty United FC 22 163 
‘Suthetand Assoc 22 151 
Bathust City 22 113 
NW Sydney Koalas 22 121 
Penriti Nepean Utd22 11 2 
04 
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172 23 97 -74 
Bdenotes a Bya scoring 3 points and 3 Goal. 
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UNDER GIAO LD, 
CUP HOPEFULS 


SIX NSWIS PRODUCTS IN AUSSIE SQUAD 


ext month, the world’s top 
N= talent will gather in Peru 

for the 11th FIFA Under-17 
World Championships, 

Australia will once again be present, 
with the Joeys drawn in Group B along- 
side Uruguay, Mexico and Turkey. 

Since the 1999 U-17 World Cup, an 

|| average of six NSWIS players have rep- 
resented their country. Coach Ange 
Postecoglou’s 2005 squad will again fea- 


ture six NSWIS representatives with 
Wade Oostendorp, Brendan Maroney, 
Ben Vidaic, Daniel Miller, David 
D’Apuzzo and Daniel Ireland all receiv- 
ing a call up. 

Another NSWIS product, Nathan 
Bums, is still under consideration by 
Postecoglou. 

Tt was at the 1999 Under-17 World 
Cup that Australia recorded its greatest 
ever achievement, going down to Brazil 
on penalties in the final. Incidentally, 
seven NSWIS players won Silver medals 
at that tournament. 

The large representation through the 
years is a glowing endorsement of the 
institute’s football program, whose main 
focus is to develop players for the Joeys. 
The current NSWIS players have spent 
the past two years under the guidance of 


Ben Vidaic Head Coach Kelly Cross. They have all 


Soccer NSW in conjunction with COERVER Coaching are seeking interested 
female players in the U13, U14 and U15 age categories to take part in its “Trip of a 
Lifetime” promotion. 

The tour to England and Scotland will feature games against the best female 
youth teams the UK has to offer. 

This once in a lifetime opportunity is available to players bom in 1990, 1991 and 
1992, who would like to trial for a representative side to play competitive games and 
training sessions. 

‘The tour will be conducted from 16-28 January 2006. 

COERVER Coaching will select 16 players in each age group to tour in January 
2006. 


cost 

* $6000 per person 

+ Parents are welcome to travel with the team ($6000 per travelling parent) 
Please mail or fax the form below if interested in trialling for the tour. 


FAX: 02 8814 44 84 
PO Box 6146 Baulkham Hills BC 2153 


Player's Name: 


(Please print neatly) 
“Touring Parent: 


(Please prim neat) 


Post Code: 


AIS vVy 


Maw INSTITUTH OF i= > 


represented New South Wales or Country 
NSW at National Championships. 

‘The Joeys qualification campaign for 
the finals was impeccable, Australia 
scored 38 goals in five wins from as 
many matches. During that time, they 
managed to avoid conceding a single 
goal, defeating Vanuatu for a place at the 
Championships. 

The whole Soccer NSW family con- 
gratulates the boys and wishes them all 
the best at the FIFA World Cup. 


Wade Oostendorp 


David D’Apuzzo 


Brendan Maroney 
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COERVER COACHING SYDNEY 
DEVELOPMENT ACADEMY 


The Coerver Development Academy is now accepting applications from boys 
and girls to trial for three of its development programs. These programs will tar- 
get squads from U8 right through to U13+. 

‘They include: 


SYDNEY PROJECT 2014 


Coerver Coaching will select a combination squad of players aged 12 and 13 
(Bom in 1994/93). It is hoped the foundations will be built so these players may 
cone day represent Australia at the 2014 World Cup. 


SYDNEY DEVELOPMENT ACADEMY 

This is for boys and girls in the U/8 (Born 98), U/9 (Bom 97) and U/10 (Born 
96) age categories. The top 18 players in each category will form the Sydney 
Development Academy 


SYDNEY SENIOR POSTSEASON 
DEVELOPMENT ACADEMY 


‘This program is aimed at players aged 11 to 14 years. The focus will be on 
intensive training for the off-season (October to January). 


All trials to be held at: 


Valentine Sports Park 
Meurants Lane, Glenwood 
Saturday 3rd September & Sunday, 4th September 


Players have the option to trial either on Saturday, on Sunday or both days. 
For further information (fees, etc), please contact 


Paul Bentvelzen at the Coerver Coaching Office during business 
hours on 8814 4436 or 8814 4434, 


FUTSAL 


SUMMER COMPETITIONS 
STARTING SOON 


ALL AGES, ALL LEVELS, PLAY FOR THE COMPETITION OR 
JUST FOR FUN. 


BOYS, GIRLS, MEN, LADIES OR MIXED TEAMS 


COMPETITIONS: LOCAL, STATE TITLES, PREMIER LEAGUE, 
NATIONAL TITLES, REPRESENTATIVE TEAMS. 


IMPROVE YOUR SKILLS, IMPROVE YOUR FITNESS, AND HAVE 
LOTS OF FUN! 


BANKSTOWN 
BATEMANS BAY 
BLACKTOWN 
BONNYRIGG 
CAMPBELLTOWN 
DURAL 

EPPING 

FIVE DOCK 
GLEBE 
GOSFORD 
GREENACRE 


HOMEBUSH 
HURSTVILLE 
KATOOMBA 
KELLYVILLE 
LIVERPOOL 
MARRICKVILLE 
MASCOT 
NORTHERN BEACHES 
NORTH RYDE 
NORTH SYDNEY 
PARKLEA 


PENRITH 
RIVERSTONE 
ROCKDALE 
RYDE 
SHOALHAVEN 
ST CLAIR 
SUTHERLAND 
SYDNEY UNI 
TEMPE 
WINDSOR 
WOLLONGONG 


8814 4464 


EMAIL: futsal@soccernsw.com.au 


~ 
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FOOTBALL - JUST AS WE KNOW IT 


Special feature by 
Marc Fox 


kay, Paul Aloisi 
might not be 
Zinedine Zidane 


and Chad Gibson is no 
Roberto Carlos but the 
sight of our Aussie stars 
showcasing their trickery 
onthe new A-League advert 
couldn’t fail to have regis- 
tered with football-starved 
fanatics everywhere. 

In the first of a series of 
adverts designed to appeal to 
the FFA’s target market of 
football-playing 16-24 year 
olds, representatives from the 
ALeague became movie 
stars for a day, grabbing the 
chance to become the face of 
the new competition, Against 
an urban backdrop; Aloisi, 
Gibson, Carle, Devine and 
others paraded the sorts of 
ball skills only the World 
game can offer while Kiwi 
hip-hip artist Scribe rightfully 
asked, “How many dudes you 
know flow like this?” 

Not many, that’s for sure. 
‘The ad was part of the long- 


anticipated marketing cam- 
paign to have kicked off last 
week at the bells-and-whistles 
A-League launch in Darling 
Harbour. 

Marketing gurus had hit 
exactly the right notes by 
highlighting the  game’s 
strengths, its subtle intricacy 
and sheer variety of skills. 
While the ball-juggling new 
breed of Australian football 
stars hinted at past Pepsi and 
Nike commercials, the ad 
struck just the right balance 
between educating the unini- 
tiated and remaining, as John 
O'Neill put it, “streetwise”. 

“The campaign aims to 
reposition football with a 
fresh youthful attitude that 
instils a new energy into the 
game and helps separate new 
football from the unhelpful 
and less attractive aspects of 
the past,” O'Neill said. 

“Bssentially we are looking 
to hit a sweet spot within 
Australian youth culture, but 
in a way that is not exclusive 
of our existing fans and fami- 
lies." 

By mentioning the game’s 


existing fans, O’Neill is hold- 
ing an olive branch to the fol- 
lowers of clubs from the 
former National League. 
Much has been made of the 
FEA’s belated attempt to re- 
energise the game’s tradition- 
al supporters, it being claimed 
that sections of soccer’s eth- 
nic lifeblood have felt alienat- 
ed by the new regime’s 
insistence on scrapping the 
old way of doing things. 
Certainly with the FFA hop- 
ing crowds will be up around 
the 15,000 mark for the open- 
ing gambits, losing the few- 
thousand loyal patrons of the 
old NSL would not be a smart 
initiative. 

However, you get the feel- 
ing that football bosses 


believe they could have done - 


little more in preparing the 
nation for the big push. Like a 
battle-weary General sending 
his troops to war, an impas- 
sioned Lowy called upon sup- 
porters everywhere to vote 
with their feet and. support 
their local sides. 

"A lot of hard work. and 
money has gone into this, a 


lot of people involved, there 
are some very good teams, 
but what we need now is sup- 
port,” Lowy said. 

"(Media) support, specta- 
tor support, football-loving 
people support, soccer sup- 
port, Australian support. 
Because without that, no mat- 
ter what we do, we can't suc- 
ceed. We need bumper 
crowds. 

"The players are ready, the 
management is ready, the 
board is ready, and the kick- 
off is in a couple of weeks 
time, and to really succeed we 
hope we get the support we 
need and deserve." 

Despite rumblings from 
FFA headquarters, officials 
must have been reasonably 
pleased with the turn-outs for 
the pre-season tournament 
games — over 60,000 specta- 
tors in the opening rounds 
alone, and that before a paint- 
ed ball had been kicked in 
anger. Meanwhile media sup- 
port has been overwhelming, 
not only from exclusive 
broadcaster Fox Sports, but 
from national newspapers too 


change to football. 
Even popular monthly 
magazine 


Soccer litmus test will come the last 
International is expected to weekend of the month. The 


Adelaide United’s John Alols! shown in total action as one of the FFA's 
marketing tactics In promoting the A-League this season 
with most accepting the name. undergo rebranding in the 
next month. 


But as Lowy concedes, the 


FFA will hope that August 26 
signals the end of the begin- 
ning for football down under, 
rather than the beginning of 
the end. 


Media giants Singo, MUCHAS 
Ae Ag) A- LEAGUE APPROACHES 


back Mariners 


‘edia —_ powerbrokers 
Singleton and Alan Jones met 
with 80 representatives of local 
Central Coast business last Wednesday 
urging them to support the Mariners. 
Singleton, who has already pledged a $1 
million donation to the Central Coast Mariners 
over the next four years, also had Football 
Federation Australia chief John O'Neill assist- 
ing in their sales pitch. 
ONeill said: "We're aware of our responsi- 
bilities and are working hard to make sure this 
team succeeds, 


2GB radio presenter Alan Jones is 
all for supporting the Central Coast 
Mariners this season 


"Failure is not an option. All the ingredients 
are here. It's a well-coached team that has a 
great stadium - and there are 13,000 junior 
players in the area. We put our faith in the 
Coast and we want the people here to put their 
faith in us." 

Talkback king Jones added: "Tm here to 
persuade people to get behind this team and 
feel they have a sense a ownership in the fran- 
chise. 

"If that doesn't happen, these sort of ven- 
tures tend to struggle. There's room in 
Australia for four codes. I'm asking people to 
pitch in a limited way to give the Mariners the 
financial underpinning they need.” 

Singleton also revealed to the Daily 
Telegraph: "We can't allow football to fall over 
here. There's no league or union on the Coast 
and we need soccer to succeed. There's no big 
business on the Coast so it's a question of har- 
nessing people power and getting a whole lot 
of smaller businesses involved. 

"It would be terrible if we didn't make it. At 
the moment we're being subsidised by 
Football Australia but if we were to pull out, 
there. are a lot of other cities waiting to take 
our place [in the eight team competition). 

"We still don't have a jumper sponsor, a 
shorts sponsor and have only sold one corpo- 
rate box.” 

"Tve taken my sons to games and they pre- 
fer soccer to league," he said. 

"There are so many kids playing the game 
up here. Now they have somewhere to go. We 
have the best purpose-built football stadium in 
‘Australia by a mile." 


INJURY PROBLEMS BEGIN TO CLEAR 


lhe NZ Knights are focused on 

{ getting players fit and ready for 

action in the Hyundai A- 

League with the opening fixture 

against Queensland Roar in Brisbane 
Tooming large on the 28th August, 

After a difficult three weeks with 
injuries and illness, Manager John 
Adshead is looking ahead to brighter 
days. 

“The last 3 or 4 weeks have been dif- 
ficult times for us, beginning with our 
trip to the Gold Coast and the opening 
Pre-Season Cup match in Sydney with 
the number of injuries, illness and then 
suspension that we had to deal with. 

“That all culminated in the naming of 


Knights Australian midfielder 
Zenon Caravella is slowly 
recovering from a knee strain 


the only 13 fit players we had for the 
match against the Mariners last weekend, 
a factor that further puts into context a 
vastly improved performance. 

“Our prognosis is now much brighter 
however, with the medical staff indicat 
ing we should have a minimum of 18 of 
the squad of 20 fit and available this 
week.” 

Largely because of the disruption 
caused by the issues described, Adshead 
has decided on a programme that is 
largely internally based over the next 
week, something he says that while not 
ideal will haye to suffice prior to the 
‘August 28 season opener in Brisbane. 

“Ina perfect world we would be play- 
ing’3 or 4 competitive matches but our 
world is not quite perfect so we do the 
best with what we can. 

“Our concentration this week has. been 
on getting the squad over their niggles 
before we embark on an intensive week 
of inter-squad matches, playing football 
on a daily basis. 

“We must dovetail that technical and 
tactical work with the finishing touches 
to the pre-season work which cannot be 
overlooked. Now is the time to sharpen 
the players up for the season proper and 
while not ideal, it is best in light of the 3 
or 4 weeks we have had so far.” 

The Knights hope to play one compet- 
itive fixture in that time against the visit- 
ing Solomon Islands as they prepare for 
their World Cup qualifying matches. 

‘The match is scheduled for the 24th 
August but has not yet been confirmed. 
Adshead will use this match as a dress 
rehearsal of sorts. 

“By that time I will have a strong idea 
of who my starting XT will be against 


Queensland and will use the match to 
give them as much time as I see neces- 
sary, without compromising their perfor- 
mance on the 28th.” 

~ Adshead referred to a growing excite- 
ment and atmosphere within the squad 
with a positive outlook taken by the play- 
ers and coaching staff after a tough intro- 
duction to the pre-season. The match 
against the Mariners highlighted the 
good things to come from the squad, 
‘with more as yet unseen. 

“As I have said throughout the pre- 
season I have every confidence in this 
squad of players, Their attitudes have 
been first class and the optimism in the 
squad is growing daily. 

“Tp see the impact that Josh Maguire 
made on very little base training against 
the Mariners and knowing we are yet to 
try a number of options gives us cause 
for a positive outlook. 

“When I have a fully fit squad and 
choice in key areas of the park, the pub- 
lic and media will see the true potential 
of this side.” 

A summary of the injuries at present: 

*Naoki Imaya Recovering well from 
broken leg, still some weeks away 

*Simon Yeo Recovering well from 
groin strain, training lightly 

*Ronnie Bull Slight hamstring strain, 
training lightly 

*Zenon Carayella Recovering from 
knee strain, training lightly 

*Darren Bazeley Recovering from 
knee strain, training lightly 

*Xiaobin Zhang Ankle strain, train- 
ing lightly 

*Cole Tinkler Calf strain, gym work 
at present 

*Frank van Eijs Viral illness 
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FFA’s head of high performance talks business 


Special report by 
Joe Russo 


jootball Federation 

Australia emerged from 

the ashes of the old Soccer 
Australia, but it wasn’t just a 
case of tinkering with the old 
administration - it was a slash 
and burn of the highest order. 

Out went old soccer and in 
came new football. And as part of 
that managerial change, which 
aimed to avoid past baggage, sev- 
eral ‘clean skins’ were brought in 
from various other sports includ- 
ing rugby and rowing. 

One of the new appointees was 
John Boultbee, The Head of High 
Performance, which means that he 
looks after all the national teams 
from the Socceroos down to the 
Matildas under 19. 

Ina recent radio interview with 
Football Fever on 2KY, Boultbee 
outlined just how the FFA came to 
secure one of the world’s best 
coaches in Guus Hiddink. 

“There had been some informal 
contact made before John O'Neill 
and J even started with Football 
[Federation] Australia, but that 
was at a time when there was a lot 
of contact with a lot of people,” he 
told listeners. 

“The real contact was made 
after Frank Farina parted company 
with Football [Federation] 
Australia and it was a pretty short 
period where we were seriously 
talking to him.” 

Boultbee was also asked to 
elaborate on Hiddink’s contractual 
clause with PSV Eindhoven in 
Holland which allows him to 
coach a national team. 

“It is quite unusual because of 
his interest in the World Cup and 


international football,” he said. 
“We had been given an indication 
that he might be interested, but we 
didn’t know anything about the 
clause, 

“We were a bit surprised that he 
might be interested because it was 
known that he was still contracted 
to PSV Eindhoven, 

“When we started talking to 
him it became clear that there was 
not oaly an interest, but an avail- 
ability for a good amount of time 
which made it very attractive.” 

Hiddink, who twice reached the 
semi finals of a World Cup, is so 
highly regarded in coaching cir- 
cles that PSV would have agreed 
to virtually allow any contractual 
clause provided that the club 
secured his services. 

However, with only a short peri- 
od of time between his appoint- 
ment and the crucial World Cup 
playoffs for Australia against the 
fifth placed South American 
nation in November, does 
Boulibee believe that the Dutch 
maesiro has enough time to get to 
know the Australian players? 

“There is never enough time is 
one answer,” he told listeners. “We 
recognise that it is a fairly short 
time. We've got the camps that are 
now happening in the Netherlands 
where he’ll have five or six train- 
ing sessions with the players and it 
is a good opportunity to meet with 
them. 

“Tn October we've got the team 
together for about ten days and it 


looks likely that we'll get to play _ 


two matches. 

“In September, for the Solomon. 
Islands matches, we’ve got the 
team together for about another 
ten days so, all in all, it’s a pretty 
intense period leading up fo the 


qualifiers in November. 

“Tt is a period where he'll get a 
lot of time with the players and 
there is a lot of continuity because 
the rest of the coaching and other 
staff of the Socceroos remains the 
same.” 

Boultbee was asked to elaborate 
on a possible ‘plan b’ to coin a 
phrase from the now defunct 
Soccer Australia. This plan would 


[Federation] Australia developing 
through to 2010. It’s a long way 
down the track but it is something 
that we would be discussing with 

Hiddink’s arrival on “the 
Socceroos bench has probably 
revitalised the squad but he is not 
the first high profile coach to take 
charge of the Socceroos. 

‘The precedent was set in 1996 


A lot of faith has been entrusted with Socceroo coach 
Guus Hiddink as John Boultbee has stated 


come into play should the worst 
case scenario — Australia not qual- 
ifying for the World Cup — emerge. 

“We have the arrangement with 
Guus Hiddink up until November 
and a commitment through to the 
World Cup if we qualify,” he said. 
“However, he has indicated that 
he’s interested in a longer term 
arrangement with Football 


Queensland roars into contention 


ydney FC is the 
undoubted favourite, 


but A-League cap- then 17-game unbeaten dark horse for the season's favourites on the betting 
tains believe the streak in a scoreless draw in _ title. markets, listed at $2.05 on 
Queensland Roar is the Caims. Both Melbourne Victory Centrebet to win the title, 
dark horse for the inaugur- While missing the semi- and the Newcastle Jets with Perth and Melbourne 
al foothall competition finals of the Pre-season Cup, received votes in the team to back at $6. 
starting August 26. five of the eight captains beat stakes, with Sydney Newcastle ($8) follows, 
Alleight club captains and with the Central Coast ($15), 
representatives at this Adelaide ($17), Queensland 
month’s A-League launch in ($17) and the Knights ($34) 
Sydney were polled by AAP the outsiders. 
about their thoughts on the Livewire Socceroos and 
upcoming season. Victory striker Archie 


And while glamour club 
Sydney FC was the obvious 
choice for team to beat, the 
Queensland Roar was heavi- 
ly tipped to be this season's 
surprise packet. 

"A lot of people wrote 
them off saying the squad 
wasn't strong,” Perth Glory 
defender David Tarka said. 

"But they've got a young 
squad, and a squad that has 
played together for a few. 
years, so if they can get all of 
them on the park, I think 
they'll be a good side.” 

The Roar's stature has 
grown considerable over the 


past few weeks. —— a - son's success he's going to be 
‘They first thumped the Tipped for winning this year’s Golden Boot award —_ massive,” Mariners captain 
New Zealand Knights 5-0 in is Melbourne Victory’s Archie Thompson Noel Spencer said. 


Auckland, and then went 
Cloye to ending Sydney FC's 


nominated the 
Bleiberg-cuached side as rae 


votes. 
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receiving the other six. 
Sydney is also clear 


Thompson was the most 
favoured tip of captains as 
the season's top goal scorer. 

"T think he's been one of 
the best signings in the 


only player to receive two 


"It's not going to be that 
enjoyable if he does well 
against us, but for the sea- 


when former — Barcelona, 
‘Tottenham Hotspur and England 
coach, Terry Venables, took charge 
of the national team. 

Football Fever asked Boultbee 
to explain how the FFA went about 
attracting such a high profile per- 
son to Australia. 

“There was a constant stream of 
names being forwarded to us by 


Thi teen ever (body Wants beat= 
Sydney FC 


shareholder Anthony LaPaglia are some of 
the main reasons why they are the team most 
hated by the seven sides. 

Both Chad Gibson from the Queensland 
Roar and Michael Ferrante from the 
Melboume Victory made it quite clear during 
a interview that both have stated their intent 
on beating the boys from Sydney. 


agents and by coaches them- 
selves,” he stated. “Over 15 
months or so, we were able to 
builda list people who had written 
in expecting an interest. 

“We certainly didn’t need to do 
any advertising. The minute that it 
was known that Frank Farina had 
resigned, we had again a swag of 
interest from coaches and their 
agents. 

“However, at the same time we 
spoke to some respected people 
around the world who know a lot 
about football and a few names 
emerged.” 

It was common knowledge that 
former Liverpool and France 
coach, Gerard Houllier, was dis- 
cussing options and possibilities 
rvith FRA. Exactly what part did 
Houllier play in the recruitment 
process? 

“Gerard Houllier had been in 
contact with us for a long time in 
relation to an interest in working at 
a developmental level of the 
sport,” he said. 

“He’s very interested in what 
comes below the. state institutes 
and in the development of players 
aged 10 to 12. 

“He'd been talking to us for 
some time and when the national 
coach’s job came up, but not in 
relation to him, we discussed it 
because he’s a good friend of 
Australian football.” 

As Head of High Performance 
at FFA, Boultbee is also in charge 
of all the national teams including 
the Young Socceroos (under 20s), 
Olyroos (under 23s) and Joeys 
(under 17s). 

‘The results of these teams in 
recent years have been closely 
scrutinised partly because a 
decade or so earlier, they appeared 


to be much better. Boultbee, how- 
ever, did not agree with this 
assessment. 

“The Olympic team made the 
quarter finals and did well in their 
performances leading up to the 
quarter finals,” he told listeners, 

“The Young Socceroos had a 
very disappointing campaign in 
Holland in June where they lost 
one match, drew two and didn’t go 
through to the next stage 

“It's disappointing but it doesn’t 
indicate a totally disastrous state. 

For 18 months a lot of players in 
the Young Socceroos hadn’t had a 
national league to play in and it 
severely affected the preparation 
of the Young Socceroos. 

“We are really conscious of the 
need to enhance our development 
program. We’ve got a good pro- 
gram with the state institutes and 
the AIS for kids from 15 to 18. 

“It’s a strong system but a lot of 
work needs to be done below that 
and we are embarking on some 
programs now. 

“We've had to do one thing at a 
time and haven't been able to do 
everything within the first 12 
months of new management. 

“We are now doing an audit of 
what is happening around every 
state in developing the talented 
players aged 9 to 13. 

“After that we'll be developing 
some programs that would be 
nationally co-ordinated but deliv- 
ered through the states and the 
club associations, to make sure 
that our development program gets 
the initial stages right,” he con- 
cluded. 


Football Fever is on radio 2KY 
IOITAM every Sunday at 8.00pm. 


— THE TEAM 
FVERYONE 
WANTS TO 
BEAT 


“There’s always been a strong rivalry 


Teague," Roar captain Chad By Mark Stavroulakis between QLD and NSW especially in the 
Gibson said, rugby league so its become no different in our 
And in a wide spread of game. I know the boys and myself would like 
players suggested as the syate Ae I bl aa ie to get one over Sydney”, were the words 
league's’ most valuable, Sides would love to beat during echoed out by Gibson. 
Sydney marquee signing and | this season’s competition. While a shy Ferrante went on to also say: 
former Manchester United, | The fact that Sydney have lured the likes “I'll have to say that we also would like to 
striker Dwight Yorke was the | of Dwight Yorke, coach Pierre Littbarski and beat Sydney this season.” 


Ferrante and his side will get the first 
chance to have a crack at the glamour boys 
when they face them on August 28th at 
Aussie Stadium. 

This tay of being the team to beat has suit- 
ed Sydney fine who only have one thing in 
mind, winning this year’s championships! 


Rufer moves coaching 
to Australia 


tions over there, it’s a totally 
different ball game, because 
all they see over there is the 
opportunity, whereas in New 
Zealand we only see the 
threat.” 

Rufer said interest in his 
program had been shown in 


Melbourne, Sydney and 
Brisbane. 
"It's Tike with Wynrs here. 
We only started up in 
Auckland, but people kept 
approaching us and now we're 
Spanning his coaching academy to Australla, Kiwi in Waikato, Wellington, 
legend Wynton Rufer (left) shown with Chelsea's Hawke's Bay, Blenheim ..." 
super coach Jose Mourinho Rufer is to head to Australia 
‘ew Zealand football national coach Otto Rebhagel i January. 

Ne Wynton Rafer presented opportunities for his "My wife's from Perth and 
is. moving to. Wynrs junior programs that She'd love uso live over there 
Australia to expand his were too good to turndown, _ but I'll need to live in the east- 
junior coaching empire. "In April this year, [took €™states so that Ican get back 
The FIFA Oceania player of Otto to Melbourne and Sydney and forth to my Wynrs pro- 

the century retuned to New and we had a couple of func- tam in New Zealand. 
Zealand in 1997, determined tions with the Greek commu- _Rufer-will continue to work 
to foster junior development _ nity," Rufer said. in other roles for the Oceania 
and produce the next genera- "The response was phe- Comfederation, based in 
tion of stars capable of emulat-  nomenal and out of that I got nee ae and FIFA, the 
ing achievements such as his three opportunities in three  SPort's world governing body. 


1992 European Cup Winners 
Cup triumph with German 
club Werder Bremen. 

But Rufer said chance 
meetings on a speaking tour of 
Australia with former Werder 
Bremen and now Greek 


to take them.” 


every day.* 


W Ee is durable...Success 
is perishable." These words of 
wisdom were stressed last 

Friday night, (twice in fact), at a Gala 
Dinner staged for the Club's Youth team, 
by Blacktown City Demons' visionary and 
energetic President, Kenny Schembri. 

Jn a packed auditorium which included 
special guests Andy Harper, Walter Bugno 
plus some of their playing staff members 
‘Terry McFlynn, Robbie Middelby and Steve 
Laurie from A-League side Sydney FC., 
Schembri effortlessly captivated the audi- 
ence's full attention. 

For over 30 minutes, Schembri, (as usual), 
enthusiastically and proudly reeled off his 
Club's long list of achievements and targets 
aimed for, by his beloved Club, Blacktown 
City Demons. 

Schembri's speech was rivetting. The 
whole auditorium instantly plunged into 
cathedral silence to absorb as much as possi- 
ble the information pumped out with rapid- 
fire by the boyish-looking 50 year old 
President. 

Blacktown City Demons has a long unde- 
niable record of developing young players, 
Today, no less than seven Demon players are 
with A-League teams. 

Towards the end, Schembri pledged 
Blacktown City Demons’ unquestionable 
support for the Sydney F.C, A-League team. 

Radio personality, the comical Andy 
Paschalidis was M.C. for the evening, and 
later interviewed Sydney FC's dynamic 
central midfielder Terry McFlynn. 

‘The 21-year-old Irish lad stunned the audi- 
ence with his excellent manners, plus high 
level of intelligently answered questions, that 
left Paschalidis groping ‘outside the off 
stump’ 

‘Two players through the Blacktown Youth 
Ranks were rewarded with positions over- 
seas: Scott Jamieson with Bolton Wanderers - 
England and Harris Gaitatzis with Arminea 
Beilfeld - Germany. 

Seven players from Blacktown City's first 
team squad are now in the new A-League, 
They are Milligan at Sydney FC, Tadrosse 
Melbourne Victory, Naoki Imaya and Josh 
Maguire with the NZ Knights, plus Stewart 


different cities to start Wynrs 
over in Australia and I've got 


"It's a huge opportunity and 
these things don't come up 


BLAGKTOWN CITY DEMONS GALA DINNER 


He is a member of FIFA's 
players’ committee, compris~ 
ing the likes of Pele, Franz 
Beckenbauer, Bobby 
Charlton, Michel Platini and 
George Weah. 


"Dealing with the federa- 


Petrie, John Crawley and Adam Kwasnik 
local juniors with the Central Coast Mariners. 

Seven players from the Youth ranks have 
had State representation, 

‘Twenty players (16-18) have already 
gained an insight into the life of a pro on a 
Euro tour 2005. 

A number of Blacktown City Demons’ 
teams have performed well on the pitch this 
season, with the 11-13s all hopefully champi- 
ons after last- weekend, with most other 
sides into the playoffs. 

In the Youth League Season 2004 - the 
Club finished Runners up in the NSW Club 
Championship producing an excellent record 
in the last seven years where Blacktown City 
Demons has won no less than five 
championships and two Runners up. 

* In the Seniors the Club won this years 
State League competition. (third premiership 
in six years.) 

* Adam Kwasnik (now with Central 
Coast Mariners.) took out the Golden Boot 
award for highest goal scorer. 


The Club's History 

*Club founded 1953 as Toongabbie Soccer 
Club 

*Changed name in 1979 -to Blacktown 
City 

*Achieved promotion to highest State 
Division (Div1.) in 1977 

*Competed in the National Soccer League 
in the years: 1980, 1981, 1984, 1985, 1986, 
1989, 1990 

*Since. 1991 bas competed at the highest 
State League (name of league change from 
Division One to State Super League in 1992 
and to the Premier League in 2000). 

*Own its own ground, The Fairfax 
Community Stadium, including a 1200 seat 
Grandstand 

*Own its own modem Sccial club with 
over 5,000 members. 

Pr... The Club’s Main Objective — 

Promoting Football Growth and 
Development of its vast reservoir of specially 
talented Juniors players. 

In Kenny Schembri's words, Excellence is 
durable. Success is perishable’. 

— John Economos 


A-League players from all eight sides gather during the season’s launch party at 
Cockle Bay Wharf’s Home Nightclub 


Officials urge fans to 
Support new A-League 


at ae urged 

porters to back 

the new A-League competi- 

tion which kicks off later 
this month, 

Football Federation 
Australia (FFA) chairman 
Frank Lowy and chief execu- 
tive Mr John O'Neill said 
attendances of 10,000 and 
15,000 were achievable at 
most of the eight clubs. 

They stressed that the fate 
of the revamped competi- 


tion, which kicks off on 
August 26 after more than 10 
months’ preparation, depend- 
ed heavily on the public. 

"At the end of the day we 
need crowds," O'Neill said 
during the official A-League 
Taunch, 

He unveiled a multi-mil- 
lion dollar advertising cam- 
paign which the FFA hopes 
will help boost crowds well 
above the 2,000 to 8,000 
crowds at pre-season match- 
8, 


"We've been pleased with 
the crowd figures for pre- 
season matches and Club 
World Championship quali- 
fiers (in May), where both 
toumaments were not 
moted," said O'Neill, the for- 
mer Australian Rugby Union. 
chief. 

"I think 10 1015,000 is 
achievable, I think we've 


-done as much as we possibly 


could have done.” 
Lowy said qualification 
for next year’s World Cup 


Ishida Takes On 


finals in Germany would 
greatly boost the A-League, 
but added: "The success of 
the game in Australia does 
not rely on one game.” 

"The success of Australian 
football will depend on the 
clubs and the support of the 
clubs. 

"Because no matter what 
we do or what we did, with- 
Out it, it just isn't going to 
work, "I sincerely hope we 
get the support that we need 
and that we deserve." 


Ambassador Role 


rth Glory midfield- 

er Hiroyuki Ishida 

will be helping stu- 
dents in Western Australia 
fulfil their potential, hay- 
ing taken up the role of 
Mentor and Ambassador 
for Murdoch College. 

Hiro was first involved 
with Murdoch College 
through the Glory In The 
Community scheme when he 
undertook a coaching session 
with around 30 students at 
the college campus in 
March, 

Staff at Murdoch were so 
impressed with the Japanese 
star that they invited him to 
take up the prestigious role 
of Mentor and Ambassador. 

The Murdoch Integrated 
Learning Experiences 
(MILE) program is designed 
to develop self-esteem, con- 
fidence, initiative and leader- 
ship qualities, 

The college looks to pro- 
mote these qualities by 
engaging students in tasks, 
activities and clubs which 
will allow them to develop 
specific skills under expert 
guidance. 

Principal, Allan Meney, 
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Perth Glory’s Japanese import Hiroyuki Ishida (centre) shown with students 


believes Hiro’s expertise in 
football, teamwork, and 
coaching skills will provide a 
valuable insight into partici- 
pation of physical activities, 
"As Principal of Murdoch 
College, I am so delighted to 
have Hiroyuki Ishida, an out- 
standing intemational foot 
ball player, as a Mentor and 
Ambassador for Murdoch 
College," Mr Meney said. 
"As a genuine 
International College, com- 


from the Murdoch College in Western Australla 


mitted to enabling the 
growth of world citizens, it is 
significant that Hiroyuki and 
Perth Glory can be so sup- 
portive of our students and 
our College goals." 

"Our students are indeed 
privileged to be guided by 
such a talented young man 
who is a wonderful role 
model of persistence, perse- 
yerance, commitment and 
success!" 

Hiro said he was proud to 


fulfil the role that the school 
has invited him to take up. "I 
am honoured to be asked to 
Tepresent Murdoch College 


as a = Mentor and 
Ambassador. 
Living in a different coun- 


try is often a challenge in 
many ways and hopefully, 
through my experience of 
living in different cultures T 
can help the students at 
Murdoch College in a variety 
of ways,” Hiro said. 
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FFA Chairman Frank Lowy: 
The man known to many as the 
savior of the Australian game 


S ydney, August 9, 2005: Australia’s 


footballing elite turned out in force 

to celebrate the Football 
Federation of Australia’s (FFA) official 
launch of its new national competition 
the Hyundai A-League. 

Attending the high-profile event at 
Home Nightclub in Darling Harbour, 
Sydney were players from each of the 
eight founding teams, including club cap- 
tains and marquee players such as Sydney 
FC’s Dwight Yorke, Melbourne Victory’s 


Kevin Muscat, Queensland 
Roar's Chad Gibson and 
Newcastle United Jet's Ned 
Zalic. 

The Hyundai A-League com- 
petition will begin imminently on 
August 26 and it boasts a fresh 
guard of playing talent com- 
prised of eight foundation clubs 
hailing from Australia and New 
Zealand: 


* Adelaide United FC 

* Central Coast Mariners 
FC 

* Melbourne Victory FC 


The 1000 plus contingent that rocked up to the as 4 
A-League’s night of nights - FFA Chairman Frank Lowy *“vertising campaign features 


A-LEAGUE'S ‘BLING BLING NIGHT 


committed to the support of 
their home team.” 
The evening’s highlights 
included the unveiling of the 
Hyundai A-League’s face of 
‘new football’§ brand cam- 
paign, featuring a multi- 
million dollar advertising cam- 
paign and a fully interactive 
website www.a-league.com.au, 
containing individual websites 
for each of the eight clubs. 
With its call-to-action tagline 
of “It’s Football. But not as 
you know it”; the integrated 


* New Zealand Knights FC jg expecting all of them to be present during Sydney Some of the game’s most 
* Newcastle United Jets FC FC's first match against the Melbourne Victory promising and dynamic players 


* Perth Glory FC 
* Queensland Roar FC 
* Sydney FC 


“The Hyundai A-League is the vehicle 
for Australia to build a new position of 
pride in a truly global game,” said Football 
Federation of Australia Chairman Mr. 
Frank Lowy. 

“The Hyundai A-League will bring 
football into the mainstream, where it 
belongs. This game offers families a com- 
plete sports entertainment package, it is 
brimming over with action, skill and pas- 
sion which will incite everyone to become 


Putting street art football words 
onto urban landscapes using incredible 
football skills. 

It combines fast action, bold colours 
and graceful technique to reflect the 
youthful yet mainstream attitude of the 
new Hyundai A-League, setting it apart 
from the more traditional football codes. 

“With one campaign and a central 
theme, we are confident that we will suc- 
cessfully communicate the new league’s 
streetwise, expressive and unique skills in 
a distinct and fresh way never before seen 
in Australian and New Zealand sports 
marketing,” said Football Federation of 


Birthday boy John O'Neill 
celebrated it in style during the 
A-League launch 


Australia CEO John O’Neill. 

In addition to title sponsor Hyundai, 
who have committed $10 million over five 
years, the League has the corporate sup- 
port of Fox Sports, as exclusive broadcast 
partner, Reebok, as the official uniform 
supplier, Qantas, Powerade and Telstra, 

Tt was redlly a hot-spot of who’s who in 
the football industry. 


The MC of the night was hosted by 
the colourful Adam Spencer 


aly 


Ape 


@& xyunor 


A-LEAGUE The fantastic TERE ay of the A-League launch air 7 


Cockle Bay's Home Nightclub 


The Sydney FC duo of David Zdrilic and Mark Rudan shown mingling 
with guests 


celstre 


8 players from each A-League side line-up on stage alongside FFA dignitarles during the launch 
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World Xl nominees announced 


ngland was the best 

represented country 

when the interna- 
tional football players' asso- 
ciation FIFPRO released a 
shortlist of 55 contenders 
for its inaugural World XI 
Player Awards. 

Ten of the nominations 
were English, followed by 
nine Brazilians, seven Italians 
and five Frenchmen and 
Argentines in the nominations 


world. 


chosen by 38,000 footballers 
belonging to 40 professional 
organisations 


‘The final World XI will be 
‘announced at an awards cere- 
mony at Wembley in north 
London on September 19. 
Three further awards - the 
FIFPRO World Player of the 
‘Year, the FIFPRO Legend 
and the FIFPRO Young 
Player of the Year - will also 


be announced, (Argentina/Valencia), Cafu 
Full shortlist (home coun- (Brazil/AC Milan), Sol 
try/club in 2004-05): Campbell (England/Arsenal), 


Goalkeepers: Gianluigi 
Buffon (Italy/Juventus), Iker 
Casillas (Spain/Real Madrid), 
Petr Cech (Czech 
Republic/Chelsea), Nelson 
Dida (Brazil/AC Milan), 
Oliver Kahn (Germany/- 
Bayern Munich). 

Defenders: Alex 
(Brazil/PSV), Roberto Ayala 


3 


ei 
arers 


Larsson 
called for 
Sweden 


duty 


arcelona striker Henrik Larsson, 

who only recently recovered from 

a leg injury, has been picked by 
coach Lars Lagerback for Sweden's 
friendly against the Czech Republic this 
week. 


‘The Swedes, who trail leaders Croatia by 
cone point in Group Eight in the World Cup 
qualifiers, are taking the friendly on August 
17 seriously. 

Lagerback has named his leading players 
for the match, including Arsenal midfielder 
Fredrik Ljungberg and Juventus striker 


Zlatan Ibrahimovic. Midfielder Kim 
Kallstrom of Stade Rennes also returns to 
the national team after a lengthy absence. 


Fabio Cannavaro  (Italy/- 
Juventus), Roberto Carlos 
(Brazil/Real © Madrid), 
Ricardo Carvalho (Portugal/- 
Chelsea), Ashley Cole 
(England/Arsenal), Rio 
Ferdinand (England/Man- 
chester United), Gabriel 
Heinze —_(Argentina/Man- 
chester United), Lucio 
(Brazil/Bayern . Munich), 
Paolo Maldini (Italy/AC 
Milan), Alessandro Nesta 
(Italy/AC Milan), Carles 
Puyol  (Spain/Barcelona), 
Walter Samuel (Argentina/- 
Real Madrid), Jaap Stam 
(Netherlands/AC_ Milan), 
John Terry  (England/- 
Chelsea), Lilian Thuram 
(France/Juventus), Gianluca 
Zambrotta (Italy/Juventus), 
Javier Zanetti (Argentina/- 
Inter Milan). 

Midfielders: — Michael 
Ballack (Germany/Bayern 
Munich), David Beckham 
(England/Real Madrid), Joe 


talian referee Pierluigi 
Collina will continue to 
feree next season 
despite controversy sur- 
‘rounding a new sponsorship 
deal. 

The news that Colina has 
Teportedly accepted a 
Sponsorship deal with car 
manufacturer Opel has come 
as a surprise to many, includ- 
ing Tullio Lanese, president 
of the Ttalian Referees’ 
Association. 

Opel are the main sponsors 
of Serie A team AC Milan 
and many believe that 
Collina's decision could result 
in a conflict of interests. 

“There are no doubts that 
Collina will continue to refer- 
ee,” Lanese told reporters. 


president 


Council's decision to grant his club 
permission to play in Serie A. 

‘The Sicilian outfit had faced exclusion 
from the top flight after failing to meet 
strict budget guidelines, 

The club, which finished seventh last 
season, had lost an appeal last month to 
the Conciliation Committee of the Italian 
Olympic Committee (CONTI) but won 
their case via the Italian civil courts. 

"My first thought is for my players,” 
said Franza, 

"In the past few weeks they have been 
very strong.” 

"There are those who say that our fail- 


ure to play in Serie A next season would 
have cost us 100million euros, but I pre- 
fer not to talk about money.” 

"It's more important to have main- 
tained our sporting right that we earned 
Tast season." 

"Now we have to recover our credibil- 
ity,” he added. 

Recently-promoted Serie A club 
Torino, however, were not as fortunate. 

They have failed to convince the 
Ttalian courts of their financial stability, 
and will have to settle for another cam- 
paign in Serie B. 

Perugia and Salemitana have been 
declared ineligible to play in Serie B, 
though, due to financial problems and 
will have to compete in Serie C1. 


Messina star striker Riccardo 
Zampagna will be sticking with 
the Sicilian club 
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Cole  (England/Chelsea), 
Deco (Portugal/Barcelona), 
Luis Figo (Portugal/Real 
Madrid), Gennaro Gattuso 
(Italy/AC Milan), Steven 


Gerrard England/Liverpool), 
Kaka (Brazil/AC Milan), 
Frank Lampard (England/- 
Chelsea), Claude Makelele 
(France/Chelsea), 


Pavel 


Nedved (Czech Republic/- 
Juventus), Andrea Pirlo 
(ftaly/AC Milan), Arjen 
Robben: _(Netherlands/- 
Chelsea), Ronaldinho 
(Brazil/Barcelona), Cristiano 
Ronaldo —_(Portugal/Man- 
chester United), Paul Scholes 
(England/Manchester 
United), Mark van Bommel 
(Netherlands/Barceiona), 
Patrick Vieira (France- 
/Assenal), Xavi Hernandez 
(Spain/Barcelona), Zinedine 
Zidane (France/Real Madrid). 

Forwards: Adriano 
(Brazil/Inter Milan), Herman 
Crespo _(Argentina/AC 
Milan), Didier Drogba (Ivory 
Coast/Chelsea), Samuel Eto'o 
(Cameroon/Barcelona), 
‘Thierry Henry - (France/- 
Arsenal), Zlatan Ibrahimovic 
(Sweden/Juventus), Ronaldo 
(Brazil/Real Madrid), Wayne 
Rooney (England/Manchester 
United), Andriy Shevchenko 
(Ukraine/AC Milan), Ruud 
van Nistelrooy (Netherlands/- 


Liverpool's Steveri Gerrard is tipped to take out an Manchester United). 
award for an outstanding season 


Collina will continue to ref 


"But it certainly a case 
without precedent. If the 
sponsor had been another car 
manufacturing company, 
there wouldn't have been any 
impact” 

"We will nevertheless 
evaluate what to do next." 

Colina was due to retire 
this summer after reaching 
the mandatory retirement age 
of 45, However, the Italian 
Football Federation (FIGC) 
voted to allow special dispen- 
sations to be granted to 


UEFA-Blite standard 
officials, 
Collina will not be eligible 


to referee any European 
matches beyond the end of 
2005, but will serve another 
12 months in Serie A. 


The familiar face of referee Pierluigi Collina will be 
seen yet again in the Serie A this season 


[ 


Salernitana 
players have 
walked out on the 


club after its relegation to 
Serie C1 for financial 
problems. 

The club had appealed 
against an Italian Football 
Federation (FIGC) ruling 
made earlier this summer 
but it was rejected by the 
Italian State Council last 
week, 

Salvatore Fresi, Claudio 
Ferrarese, Rijat Shala, 
Nassim Mendil, Luigi 
Cuomo, 
Magliocco, 
Luciani, Massimo 
Borgobello and Alex 
Brunner left the club's train- 


Andrea 


Roberto 


Salernitana players 
walk out 


ing camp in Campobasso 
upon hearing the news, 

"At 21:00 hours on 
Tuesday, the players have 
left the- team's summer 
headquarters although they 
are still under contract with 
the club,” said a statement 
in the club's official web- 
site,www.salemnitana it, 

The Tialian game has 
been hurt with clubs folding 
due to financial reasons 
which has put back all 
leagues in Italy. 

A proud country with a 
tich football history, Italy’s 
football federation will this 
year push harder laws for 
clubs who fail to make the 
grade in terms of finances. 


tatian director Marco 

Risi, the son of 

acclaimed ——_ director 
Dino Risi, says he has 
reached an agreement with 
Diego Maradona to direct a 
film on the player's life. 

The film will be called La 
Mano di Dio, named after 
Maradona’s "Hand of God" 
goal in the 1986 World Cup, 
when he punched the ball in 
for a goal against England in 
the quarter-finals. 

‘The younger Risi says he 
is looking for an Argentine 
to play Maradona. 

"It doesn't have the classic 
style, it's a series of incur- 
sions in the various phases of 
his life, with extracts of his 
most glorious _ football 
moments," Risi said in an 


Maradona 


Repubblica. 


Maradona's 
life on screen 


The life of the world’s best ever player Diego 


moments," Risi said “I think of him asa 
interview published in La genius. Football 


will be coming out to the blg screen 
very shortly 

Its like Van Gogh in painting 

exists or Charlie Parker in music." 


before and after Maradona. 


Hypia inks 
Reds extension 


Three more seasons at the Reds for defender 


Sami Hyypla 


$ ish: defender Sami 
Hyypia has agreed s 
new deal to stay at 


‘European champions Liver- 
pool until 2008, the English 
Premier League club said, 

"We have been talking for 
a few weeks and [had no hes- 
itation in committing my 
future to Rafael Benitez," the 
31-year-old told Liverpool's 
website. 

"Everybody wants to play 
for Liverpool Football Club 
at the moment and it's an hon- 
our to say that I will be here 
for at least another three 


TOO HIGH 


‘arseille president Pape Diouf has 

admitted he is disappointed 

Celtic defender Bobo Balde has 
decided not to come to the club, 

‘The central defender failed to agree on 
financial terms and has instead decided 10 
remain at Celtic Park despite showing a 
strong interest in joining the Ligue 1 outfit. 

"There is a rather big difference between 
the player's expectations (in. terms of salary) 
and what we can offer," said Diouf in 
LEquipe. 

"Unless there is an unlikely change of 


mind from his part, the deal is dead.” 

Diouf admits that Balde's enthusiasm to 
move to OM was huge and feels perplexed by 
his final decision. 

"“(Coach) Jean (Fernandez) and myself 
were of the opinion about how much the 
player wanted to come,” added Diouf. 

“Balde wanted to come, he was even the 
‘one who triggered the whole process.” 

"Now the fact that he has changed his 
mind or been advised not to come here, 
means the deal cannot proceed." 


SEBS te 
Will second year syndrome strike Everton’s 
Timmy Cahill? 
im Cahill will have a difficult task to make an 
impact on the English Premier League this season 
like he did last, Everton manager David Moyes has 
warned, 

Socceroo star Cahill had an impressive debut year for 
Everton in 2004/05 after joining from Millwall, but Moyes 
believes that may not be easy to repeat. 

"The second year will be the hardest for him but I hope 
his game develops in the same way as last year," Moyes 
said. 


“There are things we need to work on but we can't take 
away the ability he showed last year to get important 
goals for us at important times.” 

"It would be difficult to sum up his contribution last 
year because for his first year in the Premier League he 
made such an outstanding mark, not only at Everton.” 


Owen has 
respect of Real 


Real Madrid’s Michael Owen is still subject to a 
Possible move away from Spain 
eal Madrid is hoping unsettied England striker 
Michael Owen will stay at the club, director of 
Rien airs 
"I hope he remains here and if he does he will have the 
Tespect of the whole club because he is a magnificent lad," 
the former AC Milan and Italy coach told sports daily AS. 
Owen has admitted speaking to three or four Premier 
League sides about a possible move following Real's deci- 
sion to sign Brazilian forwards Robinho and Julio 
Baptista. 
Real has said that Newcastle United and another 
English club haye shown "a serious interest in the play- 
er", 
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No delays 
expected in Italy 


Serie A and Serie B this sea- 
son but have been forced to 


delay the meeting following 
an order by a Genoa tribunal. 

Genoa FC are fighting 
their demotion from Serie A 
to Serie Cl due to a match- 


"Genoa's decision (to 


appeal via the civil courts) 
creates a serious damage to 
us, as we had hoped to 
resolve the situation by 
August 9." 

"We have nevertheless 
decided to postpone our 
meeting until August 16 in 
order to allow the civil court 
time to do their job." 


Morientes earns 
Spain re-call 


jernando Morientes has been recalled 

to the Spain squad for Wednesday's 

friendly international with Uruguay 
in Gijon. 

The Liverpool forward last played for 
Spain almost a year ago against Venezuela 
and his recall and that of Sergio Gonzalez of 
Deportivo La Coruna for the first time in two 
years are the main novelties in the squad 
named by coach Luis Aragones. 

Morientes is one of four Liverpool players 
named in the squad alongside Jose Manuel 
Reina, Luis Garcia and Xabi Alonso. 

Spain Squad: Iker Casillas (Real Madrid),. 
Jose Manuel Reina (Liverpool); Pablo 
Ibanez, Antonio Lopez (both Atletico 
Madrid), Carles Puyol (Barcelona), Juanito 
(Real Betis), Asier Del Horo (Chelsea), 
Michel Salgado (Real Madrid), Sergio Ramos 
(Sevilla), Carlos Marchena (Valencia) 
Joaquin (Real Betis), Sergio Gonzalez 
(Deportivo La Coruna), Xavi Hernandez 


(Barcelona), Luis Garcia, Xabi Alonso (both 
Liverpool), Vicente (Valencia), Ivan De la 
Pena (Espanyol); Fernando Torres (Atletico 
Madrid), Albert Luque (Deportivo La 
Coruna), Raul Tamudo (Espanyol), Femando 
Morientes (Liverpool), Raul (Real Madrid) 


Luyindula 


But the youngster has struggled to make an 
impression at OM despite scoring 10 goals in 
35 matches Jast season. 

And he now faces competition from new 
signings Mamadou Niang and Andres 
Mendoza this season. 

Bemes told wwwlequipe.r: "The player 
(Luyindala) has told me about his desire to 0 
and play with Auxerre." 

“Auxerre is the priority even if there are 
other possibilities, especially abroad.” 
Luyindula, who is contracted to Marseille 
until June 2008, could join the Bourguignons 
side on loan and would re-join his former 
‘boss at Lyon, Jacques Santini, who is also the 
man who gave him his first intemational cap 
in February last year, 


Peguy Luyindula: Auxerre bound? 
arseille striker Peguy Luyindula 
has made joining Auxerre a 'pri- 
ority' according to his agent 

Jean-Pierre Bernes. 

The 26-year-old French hitman, who has 
four caps and one goal for his country, moved 
to the Mediterranean giants last season for 
£79 million as a replacement for Didier 
Drogba following the Ivory Coast striker's 
move to Chelsea. 
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teven Gerrard provid- 
S: the killer balls for 

European champions 
Liverpool when it beat 
CSKA Sofia 3-1 in the first 
leg of its Champions 
League third qualifying 
round fie. 


Two goals from Ferando 
Morientes afier Djibril Cisse 
opened the scoring in the 26th 
minute sealed the match for 
Liverpool, who was forced to 
play -all three qualifying 
rounds after finishing fifth in 
the Premier League last sea- 
son. 

However, the end of the 
match wits uiared when 


S Roma have won 
an sppeal against a 
‘A ban that 


‘stopped them from register- 
ing new players, the Serie A 
club said. 

The Court of Arbitration 
for Sport (CAS) accepted 
Roma's appeal against the 
FIFA decision which was 
imposed following a dispute 


Cisse appeared to be targeted 
for racial abuse by a few 
CSKA supporters, who were 
heard to shout monkey nois- 
es. 
“Always it is a pity to hear 
such things, but the UEFA 
official has heard and it has 
gone in his report,” Liverpool 
coach Rafael Benitez told a 
news conference. 

"The atmosphere in terms 
of support was good in the 
ground, but the monkey nois- 
es are a pity.” 

“We must learn and not do 
it because it is really bad for 
football. The UEFA officials 
have done the report.” 


Roma win appeal 
against FIFA ban 


defender Philippe Mexes 
from Auxerre last year, the 
club said, 

Roma said in a statement 
that with the ban now sus- 
pended they would ask Italian 
soccer authorities to swiftly 
complete the registration of 
their recent signings. 

Ghana defender Samuel 
Koufiour, Brazilian midfielder 


over the signing of French Rodrigo Taddei and 


AS Roma's new signing Ghanaian Samuel Kuffour 


Liverpool's Djibril 

Cisse was subject to 

racist remarks In 
Bulgaria 


Democratic Republic of 
Congo forward Shabani 
Nonda have all been waiting 
for the end of the ban in order 
to de registered ahead of the 
new Serie A season which 
starts on August 28, 

In July FIFA imposed a 
‘one-year ban on Roma stop- 
ping them registering any 
new players bought from 
domestic or international 
clubs after Auxerre demand- 
ed compensation for the loss 
of Mexes. 

FIFA had ruled Mexes 
should pay eight million 


euros ($9.91 million) to the~ 


French club to compensate 
them for breach of contract. 
Auxerre claimed they had 
not given Mexes permission 
to leave and complained that 
Roma had encouraged the 
player to break his contract. 
Last year Roma finished 
eighth in Serie A, 41 points 
behind title winners Juventus. 
Shares in the club, listed 
on the Milan stock exchange, 
jumped eight percent follow- 
ing the club's announcement, 


helsea coach Jose 

Mourinho admits he 

will feel guilty if 
some of his players fail to 
make next summer's World 
Cup finals in Germany. 

Mourinho called for calm 
among his players if some of 
them find themselves sitting 
‘on the sidelines in the early 
part of the new Barclays 
Premiership campaign. 

Mourinho fears that they 
will panic over their chances 
of reaching the finals if they 
are out of favour, 

‘The Chelsea coach said: "I 
think all of them have the 
ambition to go and I told 
them that, if some don't go, I 
will feel a litle guilty." 

"Twill feel part of it, part of 
the success and part of the 
disappointment, so I want to 
help them all to go." 

"The motivation is high 
but they have to control their 
emotions. I can look ahead 
and guess that in two or three 
weeks time players will be 


very worried because they are 
not playing and cannot be out 
of the side before the World 
Cup next summer." 

“But choices will be made 
between January and April 
and in that time, everyone 
will be playing.” 

The Portuguese continued: 
"Joe Cole, Robert Huth, 
Tiago, Ricardo Carvalho will 
be worried but they to control 
their emotion and know that, 
first of all, their national 
coach trusts them." 

"All of them will play 
matches. I remember Mateja 
Kezman saying at the end of 
last season that he did not 
have any chances for Chelsea, 
he-was never the first choice 
and so on." 

"He played 37 matches so 
you can imagine.” 

Mourinho believes 
England's rich vein of defend- 
ers will give them every 
chance of lifting the World 
Cup next summer. 

"[think they can win it," he 


Chelsea’s super coach Jose Mourinho 


said. "They have the best 
group of central defenders in 
the world - John Terry, Rio 
Ferdinand, Sol Campbell, 
Ledley King - I think as a 
group of four or five they are 
the best.” 

"Frank Lampard and Steve 


Gerrard are a twin in mid- 
field. They are fantastic men- 
tally and technically." 

"After that they have very 
good players but of course 
South America are strong and 
there are still other teams in 
Enrope that are strong." 


UNCAPPED PLAYERS 


JOIN PORTUGAL 


Sparta forward gets 


six-month jail term 


Sparta Rotterdam 
player who broke an 
opponent's leg dur- 
ing a match last December 
has been given a six-month 
jail sentence suspended for 
two years, Dutch news 
agency ANP reported on 
Wednesday, 
Sparta forward Rachid 
Bouaouzan, 21, was banned 


28 


for 12 matches by the Dutch 
soccer association after being 
sent off following the inci- 
dent in which Go Ahead 
Eagles  player_—Niels 
Kokmeijer suffered a double 
Teg fracture 

Dutch public prosecutors 
had taken the unusual step of 
indicting Bouaouzan, saying 
the foul by was so serious that 


the soccer body's disciplinary 
powers were insufficient, 
Kokmeijer spent 2 long 
period in hospital and may 
never be able to play again, 


prosecutors said. 
Bouaouzan's lawyer 
Chrisje Zuur told ANP there 


would be an appeal, She 
argued in court Bouaouzan 
had not acted with intent. 


coach Luiz Felipe 
‘Scolari named two uncapped 
players on Thursday for a 


Sporting midfielders Custodio Castro 
and Joao Moutinho were included in an 
18-man squad for Wednesday's friendly, 

"This is a good chance to watch them 
without having any harm come from it,” 
Scolari told a news conference. 

Chelsea defenders Paulo Ferreira and 

Ricardo Carvalho were recalled after 
recovering from injuries sustained last 
season. 
Many regular players were not called 
up, including Barcelona playmaker 
Deco, midfielders Maniche and Costinha 
who signed for Dynamo Moscow this 
season, Benfica winger Simao Sabrosa 
and striker Nuno Gomes. 

Portugal faces Luxembourg in a 


ifier on September 3, Portugal leads the 
group standings with 20 points from 
eight matches, followed by Slovakia on 
it, 


Portugal squad: 

Goalkeepers: Ricardo Pereira 
(Sporting), Quim Silva (Benfica) 

Defenders: Alex (Benfica), Jorge 
Andrade (Deportivo Coruna), Marco 
Caneira (Valencia), Paulo Ferreira, 
Ricardo Carvalho (both Chelsea), 
Fernando Meira (Stuttgart) 

Midfielders: © Armando Petit 
(Benfica), Custodio Castro (Sporting), 
Hugo Viana (Newcastle United), Tiago 
Mendes (Chelsea), Joao Moutinho 
(Sporting) 

Forwards: Cristiano Ronaldo 
(Manchester United), Helder Postiga 
(Porto), Pauleta (Paris St Germain), Luis 
Figo (Inter Milan), Ricatdo Quaresma 
(Porto). 


Cristiano Ronaldo has been 
Portugal’s stand-out player 
during the World Cup qualifiers 


European World Cup Group Three qual- 


Romanov’s money helps to keep Hartley at Hearts 


‘earts’ willingness to 
provide a credible 
shallenge to the Old 
Firm was underlined with 
the announcement that 
Paul Hartley had agreed a 
new three-year contract. 
Hearts’ outstanding player 
over the past 18 months, had 
been the subject of three bids 
from Celtic, all of which were 
rejected by the Tynecastle 
club. At one stage the player 
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submitted a transfer request, 
but Hearts held firm and have 
persuaded the Scotland mid- 
fielder to sign a deal tying 
him to the Edinburgh club 
until the end of season 2007- 
08. 

The new contract will 
reflect the player's increased 
standing in the game and such 
a deal would not have been 
possible without the financial 
input of Vladimir Romanov, 


Hearts’ principal shareholder. 
Romanoy's largesse has 
already seen Hearts acquire 
six new players in the last 
three weeks as well as secure. 
the services of George Burley 
as manager. 

"We would not have been 
able to bring in these new 
players and keep other play- 
ers like Paul Hartley without 
Vladimir Romanov's finan- 
cial assistance," admitted 


George Foulkes, the Hearts 
chairman. 

"Hopefully this will put an 
end to any suggestions that 
‘we are prepared to sell play- 
ers for less than they are 
worth. If someone was to 
come in with a what we con- 
sidered to be a huge offer for 
a player, then we would look 
at the situation, But there will 
be no more cut-price sales at 
Tynecastle.” 


UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE 


Final spots up for grabs after a week of drama 


Thun look set to 
continue their 
impressive progress 

in the Champions League 
after a slender 1-0 win over 
Malmo FF put them in the 
box seat for the return leg of 
the third qualifying round 


fie. 


Inter goalscorers 
Obafemi Martins and 
Adriano celebrate 


Striker Adriano Pimenta 
grabbed the all important 
away goal in the 34th minute 
at the Malmo Stadion but it 
wes somewhat against the run 
of play as Marcus Pode 
missed two chances when 
clear through on goal for the 
home side. 

Unfortunately for Malmo, 
Adriano was more clinical, 
finishing a break away move 
by blasting home from just 
outside the penalty area, 

A late own-goal from 
Julien Escude kept Brondby 
in contention of their tie with 
Dutch giants Ajax but the 
Amsterdam based side will be 
confident of progress after a 
2-2 draw in Denmark. 


Markus Rosenberg gave 
the visitors the lead on the 
half-hour mark only for 
Morten Skoubo to level up 
Matters just three minutes 
Tater. 

A goal from Ryan Babel in 
the 73rd minute regained 
Ajax’s lead but just when they 
thought they were able to 
celebrate a precious away 
win, defender Escude unfor- 
tunately put through his own 
net in injury time. 

Thorstein Helstad broke 
Steaua Bucharest hearts by 
grabbing a late equaliser for 
Rosenborg to give the 
Norwegian's hope for the sec- 
ond leg after a 1-1 draw. 

‘Victoras Tacob was the man 
who broke the deadlock at the 
Stadionul Ghencea with his 
29th minute strike for the for- 
mer European champions 
only for Helstad to pop up 
with his 85th minute effort. 

Artmedia Bratislava were 
held to a goalless draw by 
Partizan Belgrade with all to 
play for in the second leg. 

Werder Bremen's 
European woes continued as 
they fell to a 2-1 defeat to 
Swiss side Basle in their 
Champions League third 
qualifying round tie. 

Bremen fell behind due to 
David Degen's 27th minute 
strike, aided by some calami- 
tous Bremen defending. 

Julio Heman Rossi dou- 
bled the home side's advan- 
tage to the delight of a sell-out 
29,000 fans at St Jakob Park 
in the 52nd minute as 
Bremen's earlier defensive 
problems continued into the 
second half. 

Miroslav Klose was able to 
grab a consolation in the 73rd 
minute 

Mbo Mpenza ensured that 
Anderlecht take a lead into 
their second leg clash with 
Slavia Prague but Lukas 


Jarolim's strike means that the 
Czech Republic outfit will 
have every confidence of 
overturning their 2-1 deficit, 

Bart Goor's sixth minute 
strike gave Anderlecht the 
perfect start in front of their 
own fans as he latched on to 
Par Zetterberg's long through 
ball and beat the offside trap 
to slide a low shot into the 
comer of the goal. 

But Jarolim popped up 
with an equaliser 15 minutes 
later as Marek Suchy played a 
‘smart pass into his path that 
he lobbed over the head of 
keeper Daniel Zitka and into 
the net. 

So it was left to Mpenza to 
save the day for the Brussels 
based outfit as he headed 
home Goor's free-kick seven 
minutes before the break. 

Vincenzo Taquinta's spot 
kick allowed Udinese to edge 
past Sporting Lisbon with a 
1 end scoreline. 

Taquinta's  29th-minute 
penalty conversion allowed 
the Italian outfit to escape 
unharmed from Portuguese 
soil. 

However, Sporting were 
unlucky not to equalise with 
Sa Pinto's second-half effort 
rebounding off the post. 

Villarreal are clear 
favourites to advance to the 
group stages of the 
Champions League after their 
2-1 win over Everton at 
Goodison Park. 

Luciano Figueroa will 
have enjoyed his retum to 
England after grabbing the 
opening goal in the 27th 
minute. 

Everton responded through 
James Beattie's close-range 
finish, but Josico’s fine header 
in first-half injury time gives 
the Spaniards a big advantage 
going into the second leg. 

Polish champions Wisla 
Krakow fought back from a 


goal down to claim a 
deserved 3-1 first-leg victory 
over Panathinaikos, putting 
themselves in the driving seat 
to advance, 


Villarreal’s Luis 
Figueroa on song 
against Everton 


Despite going behind to an 
early strike from Emmanuel 
Olisadebe in only the fifth 
minute, Wisla were level six 
minutes later. Olisadebe sur- 
rendered possession in the 
penalty area and Pawel 
Brozek latched —_ onto 
Radoslaw Sobolweski's pass 
to sidefoot the ball home. 

‘The went ahead in the 53rd 
minute when Kalu Uche 
swept the ball home from 
‘Thomasz Frankowski's cross, 
and it was the latter who 
sealed the win late-on, head- 
ing home in the 69th minute. 

Real Betis snatched a last- 
gasp 10 victory over 
Monaco in Spain courtesy of 
Luis Edu's goal in’the second 
minute of injury time. 


Wayne Rooney starred in 
Manchester United's com- 
fortable 3-0 victory over 
Debrecen at Old Trafford. 

‘The England international 
took just seven minutes to 
find the net, and then set up 
both Ruud van Nistelrooy and 
Cristiano Ronaldo for the sec- 
ond-half goals which should 
make the second leg a formal- 
ity for Sir Alex Ferguson's 
side, 

The opening goal was the 
Tesult of a defensive mistake, 
when Csaba Szathari was 
caught in possession by 
Rooney, who then dispatched 
a clinical finish into the bot- 
tom corner. 

After the break, Rooney 
sent van Nistelrooy clear on 
goal, and the Dutchman made 
no mistake, Rooney then 
crossed for Ronaldo to com- 
plete the scoring with 
sweeping finish. 

Rangers took a massive 
step towards booking their 
place in the group stages by 
defeating Anorthosis 
Famagusta 2-1 in Cyprus. 

Ina tough battle, Rangers 
had to wait until the 65th 
minute goal to find a break- 
through. Fernando Ricksen's 
ambitious overhead effort 
was blocked by the goalkeep- 
er, but the rebound fell for 
Nacho Novo to fire in from 
close range. 

‘The advantage was dou- 
bled six minutes later with 
Prso again the provider. This 
time he played the ball 
through to Ricksen, who 
calmly slipped it under the 
body of the Anorthosis goal~ 
keeper from 12 yards. 

But the home side were 
suddenly spurred into action 
and within a minute they had 
pulled a goal back. Julien 
Rodriguez failed to control 
the ball properly and it fell 
kindly to Nikolaus Frousos 


UEFA Champions 
League third 


qualifying round 


matches: 9/10 August 


Real Betis - Monaco 1-0 
Wista Krakow - Panathinaikos 3-1 
‘Valerenga - Club Brugge 1-0 
‘Anorthosis - Rangers 1-2 
Man. United - Debrecen 3-0 
Everton - Villarreal 1-2 
‘Sporting - Udinese 0-1 
‘Malmo - Thun 0-1 
Asimedia = Partizan 0-0. 
‘Steaua - Rosenborg 1-1 


Rapid Vienna - Lokomotiv Moskva 1-1 


CSKA Sofia -Liverpoo! 1-3 
‘Anderlecht - Slavia Prague 2-1 
Brondby - Ajax 2-2 
Basel - Weder Bremen 2-1 
‘Shakhtar - Inter Milan 0-2 


*Second-leg matches: 23/24 August 


who fired past Ronald 
Waterreus. 

Steffen Iversen's second- 
half goal gives Valerenga the 
advantage at the halfway 
stage of their third-round 


Champions League qualify- 


ing tle with Club Brugge. 

Tyersen stabbed home a 
loose ball in the second-half 
to decide a game which the 
Norwegians could have won 
by more. 


UEFA CUP 


(2nd qualifying round 
— Ist Leg) 


Inter 1-3 Crvena Zvezda 
OFK 2-1 Loko Plovdiv 
MITZ-RIPO 1-1 Teplice 

Groclin 4-1 Banska Bystrica 
Midfjyland 2-1 B36 
Nistru 0-2 GAK 
Ashdod 2-2 Domzale 
Krylya Sovetov 2-0 BATE 
Banants 2-4 Dnipro 
Brann 0-0 Allianssi 
Metalurgs 2-3 Genk 
Rhyl 0-1 Viking 
Halmsted 1-1 Linfield 
Djurgarden 1-1 Cork 
EFB 0-1 Tromso 
Grasshoppers 1-0 Plock 


UEFA INTERTOTO CUP 


Vaduz 0-1 Besiktas 
Rapid 3-0 Vardar 
Zeta 0-1 Siroki Brijeg 
Baskimi 0-5 M. Petach- 
Tikva 
Legia 0-1 Zurich 
Kobenhayn 2-0 Carmarthen 
_ilina 1-2 Austria 
Mainz 2-0 Keflavik 
MyPa 0-0 Dundee United 
Sopron 0-3 Metalurk 
Litex 1-0 Rijeka 
Publikuum 1-0 Levski 
APOEL 1-0 M. Tel-Aviv 
Pasching 2-2 Zenit 
Dinamo Bucuresti 3-1 
Omonia 
Return Legs to be played on 
25th August 


Hamburg’s Serge] Barbarez celebrates his goal 


tkilers Cluj are 
om course for a 

place in the UEFA 
Cup after forcing a 1-1 
draw with Lens in their 
Tniertoto Cup final first-leg 
match last week. 

‘The Romanians, who num- 
ber Athletic Bilbao and St 
Etienne among their victims 
in this year's competition, 
fought back well after their 
French visitors took the lead 
after 24 minutes through 
‘Yoann Lachor. 

Cristian Turcu's 57th- 
minute strike for Cluj levelled 


matters and Lens finished the 
match with 10 men after 
Jerome Leroy was sent off 
with seven minutes remain- 
ing. 

Hamburg's excellent run of 
form continued as they 
chalked up their eighth suc- 
cessive victory to edge closer 
to the UEFA Cup with a 1-0 
win over Valencia, 

Serge] Barbarez’s strike 
‘was enough to give the north 
German side a slender advan- 
tage going into the second 
leg. 

But a red card for the 


Bosnian striker five minutes 
from the end tainted an other- 
wise pérfect evening for 
Thomas Doll's side, who 
achieved their objective of 
Keeping a clean sheet at the 
AOL-Arena. 


Meanwhile, in the battle of 
the giants, Deportivo La 
Coruna scored two second- 
half goals at the Riazor to 
eam a distinct advantage over 
Marseille heading into the 
French leg of the tie. 


VEFA Intertoto Cup Final 
*First leg 
1 Hamburger SV (GER) y Valencia CF (ESP) 0 
CER Cluj (ROU) ¥ RC Lens (FRA) | 
2 Deportivo La Coruna (ESP) y Olympique de Marseille (FRA) 0 
*Second leg: 23 August 
Winners enter UEFA Cup fist round on 15/29 September 
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A 67th minute strike by 
Ruben Castro broke the dead- 
lock after a tight first hour, 
before Ivan Camril’s effort four 
minutes from time sealed the 
20 victory for the Spanish 
outfit, 


ASTON VILLA 
BOLTON .............2 


uur goals in the opening nine minutes provid- 

ed a heart-stopping start to a game that 

promptly went quiet, with Villa settling for a point 
after a late let-off. 

Villa new boy Kevin Phillips started the goal 
bonanza, Kevin Davies levelled, Spaniard Ivan 
Campo put the visitors in front before Phillips 
crossed for Steven Davis to score Villa's equalis- 
er. There was frustration for Bolton midfielder 
Kevin Nolan, who had a potential matchwinner 
harshly disallowed for offside towards the end. 


EVERTON ...--ee+2+ 0 


MANCHESTER UNITED . .2 
ooed every time he touched the ball, former 
Blue Wayne Rooney retumed to Goodison 

Park to help set up United's first and then score 

their second in a free-flowing game. 

Rooney fed the ball wide for John O'Shea, 
whose Tow cross was superbly converted by 
Dutchman Ruud van Nistelrooy just before half- 
time. 

Rooney killed the game a minute after the re- 
start when he pounced on an atrocious pass across 
his own penalty area by Everton defender Joseph 
‘Yobo area and steered the ball past a helpless 
Nigel Martyn. It was his first Goodison goal for 
United since last year’s move to Old Trafford. 


IRMINGHAM CITY ....0 
Te for a struggle against the drop this sea- 
son, Fulham had to settle for a point after bat- 
tling their way through the first half and having 
the slightly better chances in the second. 
Fulham's Claus Jensen and Steed Malbranque 
enjoyed plenty of midfield possession-after the 
break but failed to turn that edge into a winner 
before the Craven Cottage faithful, while City's 
Mikael Forssell was unlucky not to snatch a late 
winner. 


MANCHESTER CITY 
WEST BROMWICH 


ae.) 
e220 


‘ty manager Stuart Pearce will be disappoint- 
ed at failing to take all three points from 
prime relegation candidates Albion, particularly 


Wearing the blue of Everton Phil Neville (left) had a solid WEST HAM 
game against his former team, Manchester United, and his 


brother Gary. 


after taking control in the latter stages. 

City's US. midfielder Claudio Reyna was in 
impressive form, but both keepers -- David James 
and West Brom's Chris Kirkland -- were equal to 
any goal threats. 


PORTSMOUTH wee 


purs are hoping for a UEFA Cup slotat the end . 


of the season and. they made the right start 
with a convincing win at Pompey. 

Spars went in front on the stroke of halftime, 
England forward Jermain Defoe. linking up with 


Egyptian strike partner Mido and home defender . 


Andy Griffin turning the ball into his own net. 
Defoe sealed the points in the 64th minute with a 
shot from the edge of the area, 
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Te 


Hernan Crespo broke hearts with a superb late goal to win the game 1-0. 


MIDDLESBROUGH .....0 
LIVERPOOL ..........0 


‘he European champions looked the more like- 

ly winners but Boro held on for a point 
despite playing the last 16 minutes with 10 men at 
the Riverside. 

Liverpool skipper Steven Gerrard missed the 
best chances in both halves, first blazing a close- 
range shot over the bar after a deft knock-down by 
Fernando Morientes and then heading over just 
after Boro were reduced to 10 men. 

Boro defender Ugo Ehiogu got his marching 
orders for tripping Gerrard as he burst into the 
box on the break. 


SUNDERLAND 


CHARLTON ..........3 
en-man Charlton got the points thanks in part 
to two goals from Darren Bent, underlining 

the long hard road that awaits Mick McCarthy's 

promoted side this season. 

Sunderland's return to the top flight started 
going wrong after 11 minutes when Bent fired 
Charlton into the lead. Team 
mate Danny Murphy then 
missed a sitter and Andy Gray 
levelled just before the break 
for Sunderland. 

Charlton's Darren Ambrose 
got a 55th minute red card on 
__} his debut for a bad tackle on 


Sera | 


Stephen Wright but Murphy 
made up for his earlier mis- 
take by curling home a superb 
free kick in the 64th minute, 
with Bent rounding things off 
in stoppage time. 


23 


BLACKBURN .1 
leddy Sheringham, the old- 
est man in the Premier, 

League at 39, scored West Ham's first league goal 

of the season in.a stirring comeback win for the 

promoted east Londoners. 

Andy Todd gave Rovers an 18th minute lead 
but West Ham hit back in the second half with a 
Sheringham equaliser (46) and a fine strike from 
Nigel Reo-Coker (62) at Upton Park. 

Matthew Etherington rounded it off with West 
Ham's third in the 80th minute but there was still 
time for a red card for Rovers substitute Paul 
Dickov for a bad tackle on Paul Konchesky. 


ARSENAL ... Sree J 


NEWCASTLE UTD ......0 
jerry Henry's 81st-minute penalty and Robin 
van Persie's superbly-worked goal finally 
ended the “stubborn resistance of 10-man 
Newcastle to give Arsenal a 2-0 win. 


Graeme Souness' side looked to have survived 
the controversial first-half dismissal of Jermaine 
Jenas to hold on for an unlikely point before two 
goals in the last 10 minutes gave the Gunners the 

ints. 

A first half of few chances was dominated by 
the 32nd-minute sending-off of Jenas. who was 
‘sent for an early bath by referee Steve Bennett 
after lunge on Gilberto Silya in which he 
appeared to get the ball. 

Given again denied Toure and saved well from 
Freddie Ljungberg but although he guessed cor- 
rectly for Henry's penalty - awarded after Charles 
N-Zogbia had felled Ljungberg - he was beaten by 


the Frenchman's accuracy. 

And yan Persie sealed the win-from close range 
three minutes from time after a flowing box-to- 
box move 


WIGAN .......42.4+.0 


CHELSEA ...........+1 
‘ernan Crespo marked his return to the fold at 
Chelsea FC with a rasping added-time win- 

ner to prevent Premiership newcomers Wigan 

Athletic FC. 

Wigan, determined in defence and quick to 
counterattack, had held their own against Jose 
Mourinho's men for 90 minutes. 

Crespo, back in Chelsea blue after a season on 
loan at AC Milan, picked up possession in the 
inside-right channel and arrowed a left-footed fin- 
ish into the far comer. 


PREMIER LEAGUE 


Aston Villa 2 Bolton 2, Everton 0 Manchester Utd 2, 
Fulham 0 Birmingham City 0, Manchester City 0 WBA 0, 
Portsmouth 0 Tottenham 2, Middlesbrough 0 Liverpool 0, 
‘Sunderland 1 Chariton 3, West Ham 3 Blackbur 1, Wigan 
0 Chelsea 1, Arsenal 2 Newcastle Utd 0 


Chariton 


‘Sunderland 
Everton 
Newcastle 
Portsmouth 


peoeesocoeascooobsss8 
Doon cess aaa ao mao ae 
SSS++5000SCONN=ANNNOOm 


Cardiff 1 Watford 3, Brighton 2 Crewe 2, Burnley 4 
Coventry 0, Leicester 0 Ipswich 0, Luton 0 Leeds Utd 0, 
Millwall 0 Stoke 1, Norwich 1 Crystal Palace 1, Plymouth 0 
Derby 2, Preston NE 0 Reading 3, QPR 2 Sheffleld Utd 1, 
‘Sheffield Wed 0 Southampton 1, Wolverhampton 1 Hull 0. 
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Tranmere 4 Oidham 0, Boummemouth 2 Bristol 0, Bradford 
2 Milton Keynes 0, Chesterfield 0: Rotherham 1, 
Colchester 1 Bamsley 0, Doncaster 0 Hartlepool 1, 
Huddersfield 3 Swansea 1, Scunthorpe 1 Gillingham 1, 
‘Swindon 2 Notts Forest 1, Walsall 2 Southend 2, Yeovil 1 
Blackpool 1, Port Vale vs Brentford — Tuesday AEDT. 


Blackpool 
Milton Keynes Dons 
Yeovil 
Bristol City 
*For Tables and results for Football 
Nationwide Conference tur to page 
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TABLES AND RESULTS 


What’s on the Box 
August 
ENGLISH 
PREMIER 

LEAGUE 


Sat 20 Aug 
Man United v Aston Villa 9.40 pm 
Liverpool v Sunderland 11.55 pm 


Sun 21 Aug 
Birmingham v Man City 2.10 am 
Bolton v Everton 10.25 pm 


Mon 22 Aug 
Chelsea v Arsenal 12.55 am 


Thu 25 Aug 
Blackburn v Tottenham 4.55 am 


Sat 27 Aug 
WBA v Birmingham 11.00 pm 
(HIGHLIGHTS) 
Tottenham v Chelsea 11:55 pm 


Sun 28 Aug 
Fulham y Everton 2.00 am DELAY) 
Middlesbrough v Charlton 11.25 pm 
(JOIN IN PROGRESS) 


Mon 29 Aug 
Newcastle v Man United 12.55 am 


A-LEAGUE 
Aug 26 
Newcastle v Adelaide 7.30 pm 
Perth v Central Coast 10.00 pm 


Aug 28 
Queensland vy New Zealand 3.00 pm 
Sydney v Melboume 5.00 pm 


UEFA SUPER CUP 
Saturday 27 August 
Liverpool v CSKA 4.40 am 


MAGAZINE SHOWS 
Aug 18 
Total Football 8.00 pm 


‘Aug 19 EPL: 
Weekend Preview Show 8.30 pm 


Ang 22 EPL: 
Highlights Show 6.00pm, 9.00 pm 


Aug 25 
Total Football 8.00 pm 


Aug 27 EPL: 
Weekend Preview Show 10.00 am 


Aug 29 EPL; 
Highlights Show 6.00pm, 9.00 pm 


Ang 30 
‘A-League Highlights Show 7.30 pm 


All games LIVE unless stated 
All times AEST 
Only shown on FoxSports 
(Charinels 11 - 12 and ESPN 13) 


BELGIAN JUPILER LEAGUE 

1a Louviere 1 Gent 1, Brussels 1 Club 
Brugge 1, G.Beerschot 0 Westerio 1, 
Mouscron 0 Lokeren 2, Club Bruges 0 
Anderlecht 2, Lierse 1 Sint-Truiden 0, 
Roeselare 1 Beveren 0, Zulte-Waregem 1 
Standard Liege 2, Racing Genk 0 Charleroi 
0, 


‘Anderlecht 
‘2Standard 
3Westerio 
4Charierot 
SClubBrugge 
6Brussels 
7Lokeren 
8Waregem 
9Sint-Truiden 
10Roeselare 
‘ALierse 
12Genk 
13Gent 
‘14LaLouviere 
‘15Beveren 
‘16Beerschot 
17Cercle 
48Mouscron 
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CROATIAN FIRST DIVISION 
‘NK Zagreb 2 Kamen 1, Slaven Belupo 1 
Pula 41, Hajduk Split 1 Medimurje 0, 
Varteks 4 Ciballa 0, Inter Z 0 Dinamo 
Zabgeb 6, Osijek 0 NK Rijeka 1. 


PWOL FA Pts 
‘Varteks 4400 102 12 
2Dinamo 430-4 29 
3Hajduk 4304 13 9 
Rijeka 4241887 
Sinter 4202476 
60sijek AN 2605-2) 2.956 
72agreb 4202666 
8ingrad @ 4 4a) ae 
QMedimurje 4 1 03 5 6 3 
10Cibalia @ A003: 2 42/5 
14Slaven Bo 0°9:2 35H 2 
412Pula WO ARR 357) 2 

DUTCH EREDIVISE 


Alkmaar 3 Sparta Rotterdam 0, Heracles 1 
PSV Eindhoven 1, Roda JC 2 Twente 0, 
Willem Il 1 RKC Waalwijk 2, Vitesse 2 
Heerenveen 2, Groningen 1 RBC 
Roosendaal 0, Feyenoord 2 NAC Breda 0, 
NEC Nijmegen 0 Utrecht 0. 


41NEC 


14Willem I 
15Roosendaal 
A6Twente 
17NAC 
A8Sparta 


eeeccc OCC COCO Os ssa as 
ecccoc ok aC CO oD 
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P2004 CCC Oss NK eK RT 
WNMSNDCOOSSNNOBZ000>5 
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FRENCH LIGUE 1 
Paris St Germain 2 Toulouse 0, Auxerre 4 
Bordeaux 0, Le Mans 4 Rennes 0, Lille'4 
Troyes 2, Nancy 1 Lens 2, Nantes 0 
Ajaccio 2, Nice 1 Sochaux 2, Saint-Etienne 
2 Metz 0, Strasbourg 1 Monaco 2, 
Marseille 1 Lyon 4. 


P Pts 
APSG 3 
2Auxerre 3 
3Lyon 3 
4Nantes 3 
SBordeaux 3 
6Lens 3 
7Monaco | 3 
SAjaccio 3 
Qst-Etienne 3 
‘10Troyes 3 
44Mans 3 
42Nice 3 
ABLille 3 
1aSochaux 3 
‘5Toulouse 3 
46Strasbourg 3 
17Marseille 3 
18Metz 3 
19Nancy 3 
20Rennes = 3 


PcCCC Os aS asa NNR NNUS 
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DADUAEMUUADNOWUMMADNOSS 
COss HU RE RWAUMATDAAI VS 


GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 
Arminia Blelefeld © Hamburg 2, 
B.Leverkusen 2 Bayern Munich 5, 
Dortmund 4 Schalke 2, Hertha Berlin 2 
Eintracht Frankfurt 0, Kaisersiautem 5 
Duisburg 3, Moenchengladbach 1 
Wolfsburg 1, Numberg 1 Hannover 1, 
Mainz 0 Werder Bremen 2, Stuttgart 2 
Cologne 3. 


ABayem 
2Bremen 
3Hamburg 
Cologne 
5Schalke 
6Hertha 
7kaisersiautem: 
S8Leverkusen 
Hannover 
10Wolfsburg 
‘41Dortmund 
42stuttgart 
43Dulsburg 
44Borussia M 
45Numberg 
46Malnz 
47Arminia 
48Eintracht 
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ENGLISH FOOTBALL LEAGUE 2 

Boston 2 Stockport 2, Bristol 2 
Peterborough 3, Bury 2 Shrewsbury 0, 
Carlisle 1 Bamet 3, Darlington 0 Leyton 
Orient 0, Mansfield 3 Torquay 0, 
Northampton 0 Wrexham 0, Notts 
County 2 Lincoln 4, Oxford 2 Wycombe 2, 
Rochdale 1 Cheltenham 1, Chester vs 
Grimsby © Postponed, Macclesfield vs 
Rushden & Diamonds # Postponed. 


P 
Leyton Orient 3 
Bamet. 3 
Notts County 3 
Cheltenham = 3 
Wycombe = 3. 
Oxford Utd = 3 
Mansfield 3 
Chester 2 
Darlington 3 
Grimsby 2 
R&D'monds 2 
3 
3 
3 
3 


Bas annnNNoossaaansasannnoasond 
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3 
6 
5 
4 
6 
4 
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JAN 


-Trabzonspor 0, 


ENGLISH NATIONWIDE 
CONFERENCE 
Accrington 1 Canvey Island 0, Aldershot 0 
Tamworth 2, Burton 1 Grays 1, 
Dagenham 3 Southport 4, Forest Green 1 
Cambridge 0, Gravesend 0 Exeter 2, 
Hereford 4 Scarborough 0, Kidderminster 
2 Woking 0, Morecambe 1 Halifax 0, 
Stevenage 4 Altrincham 0, York 0 

Crawley 0. 


P 
Hereford 4 
Stevenage 1 
Dag&Red 1 
Exeter 1 
Tamworth 1 
Kidderminster 1 
Agton Stanley 1 
Forest Green 1 
Morecambe 1 
Burton Albion 41 
Grays Athletic 4 
Crawley Town 1 
York 1 
Woking 1 
Cbridge Utd 1 
Canvey Island 1 
Halifax 


SSC DD CDC Osa an OooCOOCoOoBBD00 
Base assnansnscocccscscccosc00r 


BUNNWABBROOAA ODO ACOs COD 
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SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 
Celtic 3 Falkirk 1, Dunfermline 0 
Inverness CT 4, Hibemian 3 Livingston 0, 
Kilmarnock 4 Motherwell 4, Aberdeen 3 
Rangers 2, Dundee Utd 0 Hearts 3. 


Hearts 
Celtic 
Rangers 
Kilmarnock 
Inverness 
Aberdeen 
Hibernian 
Motherwell 
Falkirk 
Dunfermline 
DundeeUtd 
Uvingston 
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SERBIA & MONT. FIRST 
LEAGUE 
Buducnost BD 1 Vojvodina 0, Vozdovac 2 
Hajduk Kula 1, Buducnost P 3 Habitfarm 
1, Borec 0 Zeta 1, Obilic 0 OFK Belgrade 1, 
Rad Belgrade 0 Zemun 1, Partizan 2 
Sartid 1. 


PWODL FA Pts 
‘Partizan 30 25 5 0 812080 
2Crvena 3023 5 2 661874 
Beta 3018 5 7 523059 
A0FK 30 16 2 12 513650 
S5Zemun 30 12.7. 11 31 34.43 
6Buducnost 3012 5 13 37 37 41 
7kula 30:10 9 11 343739 
BVojvodina = 30 10 8 12 313738 
9sartid 3011.5 14 38 45 38 
‘10Smederevo 30 9 10 11 28 36 37 
‘10bilic 30 10 6 14 35 47 36 
12Beograd = 30 10 5 15 33 38 35 
43Borac 309 7 14 34.4434 
14Cukaricki 308 8 14 32 4132 
15Sutjeska «6-305 7 18 2148 22 
AGHajduk § 302 6 22 2076 12 

TURKISH FIRST DIVISION 


Ankaragucu 0 Galatasaray 1, Fenerbahce 
2 Diyarbakirspor 2, Gaziantepspor 0 
Sivasspor 0, Malatyaspor 0 Manisaspor 5, 
Rizespor 1 Samsunspor 2, Konyaspor 0 
Ankaraspor 0 


Genclerbirligi 0, Kayserispor 1 Erciyesspor 
2, Besiktas 2 Denizlispor 0. 


PW 
‘Galatasaray 2 2 
2Manisaspor 2 1 
Besiktas 92 1 
ADiyarbakirspor2 1 
Serciyesspor 2 1 
6Gaziantepspor2 1 
TTrabzonspor 2 1 
8Samsunspor 2 1 
9Fenerbahce 2 0 
40Ankaraspor 2. 0 
‘(1Sivasspor 2 0 
42Genclerbiriigi2 0 
‘“3Ankaragucu2 0 
14Konyaspor 2 0 
15Denizlispor 2 0 
‘16Malatyaspor2 0 
‘7Kayserispor 2. 0 
‘sRizespor 2 0 


COsssanNNnNnNOAasaaano”d 
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Friendly Internationals 
Mali - Congo DR 

Congo DR Guinea 

Sudan - Benin 

Denmark - England 
Norway - Switzerland 
Sweden - Czech Republic 
Austria - Scotland 
Bulgaria - Turkey 
Republic of treland - Italy 
Jordan - Armenia 
Morocco - Togo 
Paraguay - El Salvador 
Portugal - Egypt 

Croatia - Brazil 

Malta - Northem Ireland 
Belgium - Greece 

Wales - Slovenla 

France- Ivory Coast 
Hungary - Argentina 
Spain - Uruguay 

Estonia - Bosnia 

Iceland - South Africa 
Angola - Cape Verde Islands 
Algeria - Guinea 

Senegal - Ghana 

Peru - Chile 

Ecuador - Venezuela 
Nigeria - Libya 

Albania - Azerbaijan 
Netherlands - Germany 


“To be played on the 17th of August 


World Cup 2006 Qualifiers 
Omar - Sudan 
FYR Macedonia - Finland 
Romania - Andorra 
Latvia - Russia 
Liechtensteln - Slovakia 
Faroe Islands - Cyprus 
Kazakhstan - Georgia 
Tunisia - Kenya 
USA - Trinidad and Tobago 
Mexico = Costa Rica 
Guatemala - Panama 
Korea Republic - Saudi Arabia 
Uzbekistan - Kuwatt 
Japan - Iran 
Bahrain - Korea DPR 


“To be played on the 17th of August 


SPAIN - SUPER CUP 
Real Betis 0 Barcelona 3 


COPPA ITALIA 

Padova 0 Parma 1, Monza 1 Pavia 1 
(Pavia won on pen), Avellino 0 Siena 1, 
Cittadella 0 Ternana 0 (Cittadella won on 
pen), Arezzo 2 Brescia 2 (Brescia won on 
pen), Bari 2 Ascoli 1, Catanzaro 0 Livomo 
0 (Livorno won on pen), Crotone 2 
Empoli 3, Grosseto 1 Cagliari 2, Piacenza 
2 Verona 1, Pisa 0 Atalanta 1, Cremonese 
0 Chievo 4, Rimin! 4 Fiorentina 2 (AET) 
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